
 
In Compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please 
contact Dillan Murray, Cultural Heritage Program Planner, at 805-654-5042 or Dillan.Murray@ventura.org.  Reasonable 
advance notification of the need for accommodation prior to the meeting (48 hours advance notice is preferable) will enable 
us to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 

 

Ventura County 
Cultural Heritage Board 

Agenda 
April 27, 2020 Meeting 

   

 
Notice is hereby given that on Monday, April 27, 2020, at 1:15 p.m. the Ventura 
County Cultural Heritage Board will convene for an online Public Meeting using 
video conference and teleconference formats.  

 
 

 
In accordance with Ventura County Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 
20-20, “Stay Well at Home”, which declared a Local Emergency due to 
COVID-19 and established guidelines for social distancing, the Cultural 
Heritage Board public meeting will be conducted online using video 
conference and teleconference formats. The Cultural Heritage Board 
meeting is open to the public. For detailed information regarding listening 
to the meeting only, viewing the meeting, and providing public comment, 
please read the information below.  

 

 LISTENING TO THE MEETING ONLY 

If you do not have access to a computer or if you would like to listen to the meeting by 
phone, please follow the steps below:  

1. If you are in the United States, dial (669) 900-9128 or (346) 248-7799 or (646) 558-
8656 or (253) 215-8782 or (301) 715-8592 or (312) 626-6799. If you dial a number 
near your current location, you may receive higher audio quality;  

2. Enter Webinar ID: 997 0812 0589, when prompted;  

3. Enter the Participant ID: 504493, when prompted; 

4. Mute the microphone on your handset; and 

5. Listen to the meeting.    
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 VIEWING THE MEETING ON YOUR COMPUTER, TABLET, OR iPAD 

To view the meeting on your computer, tablet, or iPad, follow the steps below:  

1. Turn on your computer, tablet, or iPad, open your internet browser;  

2. Type in https://zoom.us/j/99708120589;  

3. You will have to register to participate. Please complete the registration information;  

4. Upon successful registration, you will be given the information needed to access the 
meeting. Click the link on the screen following the title “Please click this URL to join”. 
You will be placed in the meeting;  

5. Mute the microphone on your computer, tablet, or iPad; and 

6. Listen to the meeting.  

PROVIDING PUBLIC COMMENT 

Written Comments  

1. While written comments may be submitted by e-mail during the hearing, the public is 
encouraged to submit comments no later than 10:00 a.m. on Monday, April 27, 
2020, to Dillan Murray via email at Dillan.Murray@Ventura.org. Comments may not 
exceed 250 words. All comments received prior to the deadline which are 250 words 
or less will be read into the record by staff. Comments greater than 250 words will be 
distributed to the Cultural Heritage Board at the hearing and included in the public 
record; 

2. Comments submitted must include the following information:  

a. Name;  

b. Item you are addressing with your comment; and  

c. Your mailing address.  

Comments Received by Phone:  

1. No later than 10:00 a.m. on Monday, April 27, 2020, dial (805)654-5042 to speak 
with Dillan Murray. If Dillan is unavailable, please leave a message on his voicemail. 
Remember to speak slowly and clearly;  

2. Voicemail messages must include the following information:  

https://zoom.us/j/99708120589
mailto:Dillan.Murray@Ventura.org
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a. Name;  

b. Item you are addressing with your message; and 

c. Your mailing address.  
 
AGENDA 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY CULTURAL 

HERITAGE BOARD 
  
2.  ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
   

3a. Vote to approve the April 27, 2020 Agenda 
 

3b.  Vote to approve the March 9, 2020 Minutes 
 
3c.  Vote to approve the July 22, 2019 Minutes 

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 This time is set aside for public comment on items not otherwise on this agenda 

which are within the purview of the Cultural Heritage Board (CHB).  Speakers 
wishing to address the Board shall be allowed a maximum of three minutes for 
their comments.  The Board is prohibited from taking action on any item that is 
not part of the printed and published agenda.     

 

5. CONTINUED ITEMS   
 

None. 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
 

6a. Location: Unincorporated Ventura County. 
   

Action: Review, provide comments, and authorize Staff to forward the 
County of Ventura’s 2018-2019 Certified Local Government (CLG) Annual 
Report to the California State Office of Historic Preservation. 

7. REPORTS 
 

7a. Board Member Reports 
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7b.  CHB Program Updates from Staff 

8. NEXT MEETING  
  
 The next regularly scheduled meeting is May 11, 2020. 

 
9.  ADJOURNMENT 



 

 

 
1.  10:15 A.M. CONVENE THE VENTURA COUNTY CULTURAL HERITAGE 

BOARD FOR A PUBLIC TOUR HELD AT 121 SOUTH F STREET, 

OXNARD, CA 93030 

A Public Tour was called to order at 10:15 a.m. by Chair Gary Blum at 121 South F Street, 
Oxnard, CA, 93030. The tour was conducted as part of the property owner’s application 
for a Historical Property Contract (also known as a Mills Act Contract) for the subject 
property. 

 

2.   ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 CHB Members Present:  
 Gary Blum, Ricki Mikkelsen, and John Kulwiec. 
 

CHB Members Absent:  
Linda Plaks, Miguel Fernandez, and Stephen Schafer. 
 
Staff Present:  
Dillan Murray, Cultural Heritage Program Planner, Ventura County Planning Division 
Juan Martinez, City of Oxnard 
 
Robin Roy, the applicant and property owner, was also present. As there was no quorum 
established, Mr. Murray requested that Board Members hold any questions or discussion 
until the public meeting to be held at 1:15 p.m. later in the day. Ms. Roy led Board 
Members and Staff on a tour around the interior and exterior of the property, offering 
information items and pointing out items to be rehabilitated. Staff photographed items to 
be rehabilitated. 
 

3.  ADJOURN UNTIL 1:15 P.M. 

4.  1:15 P.M. RECONVENE THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY CULTURAL 

HERITAGE BOARD AT 800 S. VICTORIA AVENUE, VENTURA, CA 93009 

(VENTURA COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 

SECOND FLOOR, ATLANTIC CONFERENCE ROOM) 

 CHB Members Present:  
Gary Blum, Miguel Fernandez, Ricki Mikkelsen, John Kulwiec, and Stephen Schafer 
(arrived late). 
 
CHB Members Absent:  
Linda Plaks 
 
Staff Present:  

Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board Meeting Minutes 

March 9, 2020 – Item 3b 
County of Ventura • Resource Management Agency • Planning Division 

800 S. Victoria Avenue, Ventura, CA 93009-1740 • (805) 654-5042 • vcrma.org/divisions/planning  
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Denice Thomas, AICP, Cultural Heritage Program Manager, Ventura County Planning 
 Division 
Dillan Murray, Cultural Heritage Program Planner, Ventura County Planning Division 
 
Scott Kolwitz and Juan Martinez with the City of Oxnard were present to discuss Item 9b 
on the agenda.  

 

5.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)  

5.a.  Vote to approve the March 9, 2020 Agenda:  
 Board Member Kulwiec made a motion to approve the agenda. Board Member 

Fernandez seconded the motion. Motion passed; 4-0. 
 
5.b.  Vote to approve the January 27, 2020 Minutes: 
 Board Member Kulwiec made a motion to approve the January 27, 2020 Minutes. 

Board Member Fernandez seconded the motion. Motion passed; 4-0.  
 

6.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS WAS MOVED TO THE END OF THE AGENDA 

Board Member Kulwiec made a motion to move Item 6 to the end of the agenda to allow 

any late Board Members time to vote in the election of officers. Board Member Fernandez 

seconded the motion. Motion passed; 4-0. 

7.  PUBLIC COMMENTS  

None. 

8. CONTINUED ITEMS 

 None. 

    
9. NEW BUSINESS 

ADJOURNED AS THE VENTURA COUNTY CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD 

CONVENED AS THE OXNARD CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD 

9a. Location: 121 South F Street, Oxnard, CA 93030 (Landmark No. 161) 

 Action: Consider a recommendation to the Oxnard City Council to establish a 

Historical Property Contract (also known as a Mills Act Contract) pursuant to 

Ventura County Ordinance No. 4225 §1364-10 and §50280 of the California 

Government Code for the subject property at 121 South F Street (see Exhibit 

1 – Location Map) (Case No. CH20-0006). 

  Disclosures:  
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  Chair Blum disclosed that he had previously met with the Applicant to explain 

  the Mills Act process and provide recommendations. 

  Presentation by Staff: 

  Dillan Murray presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the project 

location, project description, property background and record, evaluation of 

historic significance, photos, Mills Contract Application components, and 

recommended the following actions:  

1. CONSIDER and APPROVE findings one through four noted in the Staff 

Report, and if approved, CONSIDER recommending adoption of the proposed 

Mills Act Contact to the Oxnard City Council. 

 

Board Member Schafer arrived near the beginning of Staff’s presentation. 

  

  Deliberation and Recommendation:  

  Board Member Schafer recommended bringing structural repair and 

preventive maintenance items towards the front of the Proposed Ten-Year 

Plan and pushing cosmetic items to the latter portion. Board Member Kulwiec 

stated that he believed the seismic retrofit was the most important item and 

recommended the applicant exercise caution and careful consideration when 

replacing gutters and downspouts. Board Member Kulwiec recommended 

bringing the item before the OCHB in the future. Board Member Fernandez 

echoed the importance of the seismic retrofit. 

Denice Thomas clarified that the replacement of gutters or downspouts is not 

currently permitted to be approved by Staff administratively.  

Board Member Schafer stated his belief that some annual items were on the 

low side cost-wise.  

Denice Thomas clarified that Mills Act Contract rehabilitation items can be 

done sooner than outlined, and that Staff have been flexible with property 

owners as long as items are completed within the identified ten-year time 

frame (prior to penalties being enacted). However, Ms. Thomas stated that 

they are technically contracts and can be enforced accordingly. Staff generally 

ensure that items are completed in the years they are identified, but that items 

can be done sooner if desired. For adopted contracts to be amended, 

proposed changes would need the consent of the OCHB and the Oxnard City 

Council.  
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Robin Roy, Applicant, stated that she had no issue bringing structural 

rehabilitation items to the front of the Proposed Ten-Year Rehabilitation Plan, 

and mentioned a potential seismic retrofit rebate program that she will look 

into as well.  

Chair Blum opined that larger ticket rehabilitation items are often saved to the 

latter years of a Mills Act contract term so the property owner can accumulate 

necessary savings. Chair Blum questioned whether requiring larger items 

sooner would disincentivize potential future Mills Act applicants from applying.  

Board Member Schafer stated that certain language in Exhibit 5: Historic 

Characteristics and Photos of the Staff Report was outdated. Board Member 

Schafer also requested greater specificity in identifying materials, features, 

and characteristics in Exhibit 5 prior to Staff transmittal to City of Oxnard.  

All questions from the Board Members were adequately addressed.  

Board Member Schafer made a motion to approve findings one through four 

identified in the Staff Report, and recommend to the Oxnard City Council 

adoption of the proposed Mills Act Contract with revisions and clarifications by 

Staff. The gutter/downspout replacement and seismic retrofit items would be 

moved to Item 4 and 5, respectively, in the Proposed Ten-Year Rehabilitation 

Plan, while the original Item 4 and 5 would be shifted to Item 8 and 9. Further, 

the Staff Report and Exhibit 5: Historic Characteristics and Photos would 

be clarified and revised as requested by Board members. Board Member 

Kulwiec seconded the motion. Motion passed; 5-0. 

Board Member Schafer made a motion to authorize Staff to administratively 

approve a Certificate of Appropriateness for gutter and downspout 

replacement/installation upon consultation and concurrence by the CHB Chair 

and respective CHB district representative. Board Member Mikkelsen 

seconded the motion. Motion passed; 5-0. 

ADJOURNED AS THE OXNARD CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD FOR A BREAK 

RECONVENED AS THE OXNARD CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD  

9b. Location: Henry T. Oxnard Historic District (Landmark No. 161) 

Action: Receive a briefing from City of Oxnard staff regarding water 

efficient landscaping in the Henry T. Oxnard Historic District. 

Presentation by Staff: 
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 Scott Kolwitz and Juan Martinez with the City of Oxnard discussed a 

memorandum titled “Water Conservation & the Henry T. Oxnard 

Historic District” from Oxnard City Staff to the Board, dated December 

5, 2019, and copies were distributed. The memorandum outlines the 

City of Oxnard’s residential parkway landscaping guidelines for the 

district. City staff require residents to obtain an encroachment permit 

from City staff prior to modifying parkways. The guidelines call for 

keeping parkway landscaping as close to the ground as possible by 

using sod, mulch, or, ground cover, etc (this is to enable the opening of 

adjacent car doors). Artificial turf is not permitted due to its lack of water 

permeability. Mr. Martinez explained that there are no current specific 

landscape standards for front and back residential yards, but that City 

staff encourage water-wise, permeable landscapes and discourage 

hardscapes. Stricter state standards for water conservation are 

ongoing, and City staff are working to integrate these while maintaining 

aesthetics and cultural heritage values.   

 Mr. Kolwitz stated that there exists some tension between water 

conservation mandates and preservation of aesthetic and cultural 

heritage values. Mr. Kolwitz stated that it is the understanding of City 

staff that landscaping is not a character-defining feature of the district, 

but instead features such as deep setbacks, mature street trees, and 

architecture of individual homes are character-defining. City staff 

support like-for-like landscape feature replacement and propose to look 

at existing conditions and original historical survey language when 

determining appropriate replacement.   

Denice Thomas, Planning Division stated that she wanted to raise this 

issue with the Board as she is concerned about the potential for 

cumulative landscaping changes in the district and is seeking input and 

direction from Board Members as to how Staff should proceed with 

individual cases. 

Deliberation and Recommendation:  

Board Member Fernandez stated his desire for some review 

mechanism when assessing the historic value of individual landscape 

features and what is being proposed. 

Chair Blum provided some details regarding historical landscape and 

hardscape features in the district, and stated his belief that the main 
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issue at hand was one of incorporating softscape versus hardscape 

features. Chair Blum encouraged the use of soft materials versus 

masonry elements such as loose gravel to maintain sensitivity.  

Board Member Schafer stated he would like to see the entire landscape 

review process able to be done over the counter. Mr. Schafer raised 

the issue of which time period is most appropriate for landscaping to 

emulate, as there has been organic change over time. Board Member 

Schafer also posed the question of whether landscaping requirements 

for district contributors and non-contributors should be treated the 

same, since the landscaping for non-contributors still affects cumulative 

impacts to the district. Mr. Schafer stated that detail regarding 

landscaping features is generally lacking in past historical surveys. 

Board Member Fernandez stated that periods of historical significance 

identified through surveys might be used when determining appropriate 

landscapes.  

Mr. Kolwitz explained the City of Oxnard’s current tree replacement 

policy and replacement requirements. 

Board Member Schafer stated that a working group may be needed to 

resolve some of the outstanding landscaping questions. 

Chair Blum recommended working with the tools the City of Oxnard 

currently has and researching what other historic districts have done, 

and echoed what Board Member Schafer recommended.  

Ms. Thomas recommended that City staff might assemble an approved 

tree or planting palette developed by an arborist, and based on current 

and historical imagery, that City staff could use to approve actions 

administratively. If a proposal falls outside the palette, then it could go 

to the Board for review. 

Chair Blum recommended masonry elements such as retaining walls 

be included when considering City guidelines.  

Board Member Fernandez recommended a landscaping survey be 

done to document noteworthy trees or plantings. Board Member 

Schafer stated that he doesn’t believe a mechanism exists to prevent 

the loss of certain plantings, but recommended documenting them and 

encouraging their retention in the finalized guidelines.  
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Ms. Thomas discussed tree preservation policies in place in the 

unincorporated Ventura County and Mr. Kolwitz discussed tools 

available in the City of Oxnard. Chair Blum mentioned the loss of some 

trees in the City of Oxnard and expressed concern about the lack of 

tree preservation policies in place.  

Board Member Schafer recommended the City’s landscape guidelines 

include language explaining that certain grass lawns can also be water-

wise, and that rock is not the only option.  

Ms. Thomas summarized that while no motion was made, Board 

members provided feedback and supported City staff figuring out what 

makes sense in the district as well as coming up with alternatives for 

what applicants can choose from in order to get closer to over-the-

counter approvals. 

Board Member Schafer noted that the Board on its own won’t be able 

to provide a consensus opinion or specific permitted species, but that 

the memorandum provided by Oxnard City Staff is an appropriate public 

tool with additional specific information needed in addition. 

Ms. Thomas concluded that a finalized set of guidelines transmitted by 

Oxnard City Staff can be agendized before the Board at a future date 

for review and comment.  

ADJOURNED AS THE OXNARD CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD 

 CONVENED AS THE VENTURA COUNTY CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD 

10.  REPORTS 
 
  10a.  Board Member Reports:  

 
Board Member Schafer reported that the State Office of Historic Preservation 
(SHPO) Certified Local Government (CLG) listserv has a useful email for 
sharing information. Mr. Schafer requested that Staff provide SHPO with 
Board members’ current email addresses. Mr. Schafer also discussed a recent 
training conference he attended, as well as upcoming events for regional 
organizations. Mr. Schafer stated that a number of members of the public 
expressed their opposition to efforts to disband the historic preservation and 
design review committees in the City of Ventura at a recent meeting of the 
Ventura City Council, with no vote at that time. Mr. Schafer mentioned that the 
City of Ventura has contracted with a historic resources consultant to prepare 
a city-wide historic resources survey. 
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Board Member Fernandez did not have anything to report. Mr. Fernandez 
inquired as to the status of the proposed building demolition at the corner of 
Channel Islands Boulevard and Saviers Road. Oxnard City staff explained that 
the application was denied by the City’s Planning Commission, and no new 
application has come to staff since that time. 
 
Board Member Mikkelsen thanked Staff for arranging the public tour of 121 S. 
F Street earlier in the day. Ms. Mikkelsen requested that Staff coordinate the 
timing of future public tours closer to meetings to maximize Board members’ 
time. Ms. Mikkelsen also reported that there is a new director of the Conejo 
Valley Historical Society. 
 
Board Member Kulwiec reported updates regarding the homeless shelter in 
the City of Santa Paula. 
 
Chair Blum reported that the historic photographer of the Henry T. Oxnard 
Historic District offered negatives taken of the district in the 1990s, and 
inquired as to where they should be deposited. Oxnard City Staff stated that 
they would check whether they have the capability to store the negatives. Mr. 
Blum provided an update on the Oxnard social service center project. Mr. Blum 
inquired as to the status several projects in the City of Oxnard. Oxnard City 
staff adequately addressed Mr. Blum’s inquires. 

  
 10b.  CHB Program Updates from Staff:  
 

Dillan Murray provided the Board with an overview regarding Certificates of 
Approval/Review that were approved administratively and exemptions that 
were granted in the time between the current and prior meeting, as well as 
location and general descriptive information on these projects. Board 
members provided feedback to Staff on the information presented, as well as 
suggested written informational briefings on administrative approvals and 
exemptions from Staff in the future. 

 
  Ms. Thomas reported on the Burro Flats Cultural District nomination item that 

is anticipated to come before the Board at the March 23, 2020 meeting. Ms. 
Thomas explained that the SHPO did not provide the Cultural Heritage Board 
adequate time to review and comment on the nomination as a CLG, nor 
adequate time to conduct a public hearing with the Board of Supervisors. As 
such, CHB Staff requested that the SHPO remove the nomination item from 
their scheduled meeting on January 31 in order to provide County staff more 
time to fully and meaningfully involve public participation in the nomination 
process. The request was granted, and the item removed. The item is 
anticipated to go before the State Historical Resources Commission at their 
May second quarter meeting. Ms. Thomas explained recent Staff efforts to 
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understand the implications of the nomination and anticipated presenting 
Staff’s ultimate recommendation to the CHB and the Board of Supervisors in 
April or May. Board Member Schafer noted that the State Historical Resources 
Commission will only consider whether the nomination contains sufficient 
historic value, irrespective of other implications. 

 
  Ms. Thomas stated the CLG report is due to the SHPO in May. Ms. Thomas 

noted that, spurred by recent cases, she is working to have the Deputy Director 
of the Ventura County Building and Safety Division come brief the Board 
regarding the California State Historical Building Code and its applicability at 
a future meeting. This is intended to be a training that can be noted in the CLG 
report. 

 
  Ms. Thomas provided an update on recent projects that have passed or are 

near passing their 180-day waiting period per the Cultural Heritage Ordinance 
following COA denial, including at a residence on Lake Sherwood and at the 
Billiwhack Dairy property. 

 
  Ms. Thomas noted that she will be out of the office for portions of the summer, 

but has hired a Planner IV to support Dillan Murray at those meetings.  
 

  ELECTION OF OFFICERS WAS MOVED TO THE END OF THE AGENDA 

Board Member Mikkelsen made a motion to nominate Gary Blum for the position of 

Chair. Board Member Schafer seconded the motion. Motion passed; 4-0.  

Board Member Schafer made a motion to nominate Ricki Mikkelsen for the position of 

Vice-Chair. Board Member Kulwiec seconded the motion. Motion passed; 4-0.  

 

11.  NEXT MEETING  
   

  The next regularly scheduled meeting is March 23, 2020. 
 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

 At 3:57 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn.  

 
        ____________________________ 
        Gary Blum, Chair  
 
 ATTEST: 

 
__________________________________________ 
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 



 

 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY 

CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD AT 1:15 PM FOR A PUBLIC SITE TOUR 

HELD AT THE CLIFF MAY COMMUNITY CENTER, 30 HACKAMORE 

LANE, BELL CANYON, CA 91307.  

2.  ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 
 Board Members Present:  
 Gary Blum, Phil Englander, John Kulwiec, Darwin McCredie, Ricki Mikkelsen, Miguel 

Fernandez, and Stephen Schafer. 
 

Board Members Absent:  
None. 
 
Staff Present:  
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager, Ashley Cook, Cultural Heritage 
Planner. 

 

3.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)  

3.a.  Vote to approve the July 22, 2019 Agenda 
 Board Member Mikkelsen made a motion to approve the agenda, Board 

Member Schafer seconded the motion. Motion Passed; 7-0.  
 
3.b.  Vote to approve the July 08, 2019 Minutes 
 Board Member Kulwiec made a motion to approve the minutes, Board Member 

Fernandez seconded the motion. Motion Passed; 5-0. (Board Members 
Mikkelsen and Schafer were absent from the July 08, 2019 meeting and 
abstained from voting). 

 
4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS  

None.  

5. CONTINUED ITEMS 

 5.a.  Location: 30 Hackamore Lane, Bell Canyon, Ca 91307 

Action:  A request for approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 

(Cultural Heritage Ordinance [CHO] Section 1364-12) for the rehabilitation of 

Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board Meeting Minutes 

July 22, 2019 at 1:15 p.m.– Item 3c 
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a shopping center in Bell Canyon built by master architect Cliff May on an 

undesignated property. (Case No. CH19-0013). 

Disclosures:  None. 

Presentation by Staff: Ashley Cook provided a verbal summary outlining 

changes in the proposed project since the item was heard by the Board 

previously at the May 13, 2019 meeting. Ms. Cook outlined the project 

location, project description, background, evaluation of historical significance, 

and recommended the following actions: 

1. CONDUCT public hearing, RECEIVE oral and written testimony, and 
CONSIDER the County Planning staff report and all exhibits and 
attachments hereto;   

  
2. FIND the proposed project, does meet the requirements of the County 
of Ventura Cultural Heritage Ordinance and the Secretary of Interior’s 
Standards based on the substantial evidence presented in the staff report and 
the entire record; and  

3. Based on the preceding evidence and analysis, APPROVE the 
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) (Cultural Heritage Ordinance (CHO) § 
1364-12) for rehabilitation of a shopping center including the new proposed 
courtyard work in Bell Canyon built by master architect Cliff May. 

Presentation of Public Speakers:  

The applicant and representatives were present to provide clarification on the 
project description. Cynthia Phakos (architect) noted that the project applicant 
is on hold pending  

Deliberation and Recommendation:  

Board Members discussed the proposed project components and questions 
were adequately addressed by the applicant’s representatives and by Staff. 

Board Member Schafer made a motion to exclude the proposed canopy 
element; Board Member Kulwiec seconded the motion. Motion passed; 5-1. 
Mr. Schafer indicated he would like to see greater specification on the 
proposed types of windows and where proposed doors would be going. Mr. 
Schafer stated he did not have any issue with the proposed interior changes. 

Board Member Fernandez made a motion for the applicant the specify the 
size of window bays with follow-up with elevations to fine-tune nature of 
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windows and doors. Board Member Schafer seconded the motion. Motion 
passed; 7-0. 

Board Member Kulwiec stated that he did not believe the gutters were 
needed. No motion was made. Board Member Schafer took issue with the 
firepit, and requested it be addressed in the landscaping plan. 

The applicant was informed by staff that an additional application would be 
needed for proposed trellises and a landscaping plan. 

Board Member Schafer made a motion to approve the COA with the 
conditions outlined previously and outstanding items to return to the Board. 
Board Member Mikkelsen seconded the motion. Motion passed; 7-0. 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

CONVENE AS CITY OF OXNARD CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD 

6.a.  Location: 152 South “F” Street, Oxnard, CA 93035 

Action:  Request for approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness 

(COA) (City of Oxnard Cultural Heritage Ordinance [CHO] Code 1364-

12) for the expansion of an existing front porch and stairway on the 

front elevation of a home in the Henry T. Oxnard District (Ventura 

County Landmark No. 161), City of Oxnard. (CH19-0024 and City of 

Oxnard Case No. 19-683-03). 

Disclosures:  None. 

Presentation by Staff: Ashley Cook outlined the project location, 

project description, background, evaluation of historical significance, 

and recommended the following actions: 

1. CONDUCT the public hearing, RECEIVE oral and written testimony, 
and CONSIDER the OCHB staff report and all exhibits and attachments on 
this project; and 

  
2. FIND that the proposed project for an expansion of an existing front 
porch with condition A and B at Landmark No. 161 does meet the requirements 
of the City of Oxnard Cultural Heritage Ordinance and the Secretary of 
Interior’s Standards based on the substantial evidence presented in the staff 
report and the entire record, 
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3. Based on the preceding evidence and analysis, APPROVE the 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the expansion of an existing front porch and 
stairway with Conditions A and B found in Section III of the staff report. 

Deliberation and Recommendation: 
 
Board Members discussed the proposed project. The applicant’s 
representative indicated the incorrect plans were presented before the board. 
The applicant will resubmit the correct plans to Juan Martinez with the City of 
Oxnard, and the project will be forwarded to the Board as necessary at a 
future date. 
 

6.b.  Location: County wide – Ventura County Fair 

Disclosures:  None. 

Action:  View the presentation that will be shown at the CHB booth at 

the Ventura County Fair.  

Presentation by Staff: Ashley Cook noted that she was unable to 

present the PowerPoint as intended due to technical issues. 

Deliberation and Recommendation: Board Member Fernandez discussed 
technical requirements for the CHB booth at the Ventura County Fair. 
 

7.  REPORTS 
 
  7.a.  Board Member Reports:   
 

Board Member Schafer did not have anything to report. 
    
   Board Member Fernandez did not have anything to report. 
 
   Board Member Mikkelsen noted a correction in the previous July 08, 2019 

Meeting Minutes.  
 
   Board Member McCredie reported that the City of Ojai historic preservation 

commission taking first steps in creating a downtown historic district through 
surveys.  

 
   Board Member Kulwiec noted that the City of Santa Paula downtown district 

designation is proceeding slowly. Mr. Kulwiec also noted that the city lost its 
previous city manager. 
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   Board Member Blum reported that he believes a historic resources survey 
should be done on the Oxnard Performing Arts Center and will work on 
potentially recruiting a consultant.  

 
   Board Member Englander did not have anything to report.  
 
   
 

 7.b.  CHB Program Updates from Staff:  
 

Ashley Cook noted the corrected date for the next scheduled meeting. 
 

Denice Thomas requested that Board members indicate their menu selection 
for the upcoming August 26, 2019 CLG training session. 

 
8.  NEXT MEETING  
   
  Ashley Cook announced the next regularly scheduled meeting is August 12, 2019. 
 
9.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

 At approximately 3:30 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn.  

 
        ____________________________ 
        Gary Blum, Chair  
 
 ATTEST: 

 
_________________________ 
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 

 
 



 

 

 
 
REQUEST: 
 
Review, provide comments, and direct staff to forward the County of Ventura Cultural 
Heritage Board Certified Local Government Annual Report for 2018-2019 to the California 
State Office of Historic Preservation.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The County of Ventura has been a Certified Local Government (CLG), for the purpose of 
cultural and historic resource preservation review, since 1991. Each year, the County of 
Ventura must prepare the CLG Annual Report and submit it to the California State Office 
of Historic Preservation for review and filing. This year’s CLG Annual Report (Exhibit 1:  
CLG Annual Report for 2018 – 2019) attached as Exhibit 1 to this staff report, has been 
prepared in fulfillment of the County’s annual reporting requirement under the National 
Park Service’s CLG Program established under the National Historic Preservation Act. 
Exhibit 1 provides information regarding the County of Ventura’s Cultural and Historic 
Preservation Program. Exhibit 1 provides an overview of the program and includes such 
information as amendments to the Cultural Heritage Ordinance approved or considered 
during the reporting period, the number of historic properties: modified, destroyed, 
altered, added and/or delisted from the local landmark inventory, information about 
program goals and objectives, information regarding our process for commenting on and 
approving projects subject to CEQA, and information regarding the Cultural Heritage 
Board.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The reporting period for the annual report covers October 1, 2018  – September 30, 2019; 
the Federal Fiscal Year 2018 – 2019. In response to disruptions in services caused by 
the COVID-19 Pandemic, the National Disaster and State of Emergency declarations, the 
State Office of Historic Preservation allowed CLG’s to submit a draft of the annual report 
by April 17, 2020, then follow-up with the final copy after review by the Cultural Heritage 
Board (CHB).  
 
On Friday, April 17, 2020, Staff submitted the draft annual report to the State Office of 
Historic Preservation. Exhibit 1 is being brought to you for your consideration and 
feedback. The feedback you offer, if any, will be incorporated into the document and at 
your direction, transmitted to the State Office of Historic Preservation as the final County 
of Ventura 2018 – 2019 CLG Annual Report.  
 
 
 

Staff Report and Recommendations 

Agenda of April 27, 2020, Item 6a 

County of Ventura • Resource Management Agency • Planning Division 

800 S. Victoria Avenue, Ventura, CA 93009-1740 • (805) 654-5042 • vcrma.org/divisions/planning   

 
 

County of Ventura • Resource Management Agency • Planning Division 

800 S. Victoria Avenue, Ventura, CA 93009-1740 • (805) 654-2478 • ventura.org/rma/planning  
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

No public comment regarding this request has been received to date. 
 

RECOMMENDATION ACTIONS: 
 

1. CONDUCT the public hearing, HEAR testimony, CONSIDER the oral and written 
testimony and REVIEW the Planning Division staff report and all exhibits and 
attachments hereto; 
 

2. REVIEW and CONSIDER the Planning Division staff report and 2018 – 2019 
County of Ventura CLG Annual Report; and 

  
3. Based on the preceding evidence and analysis, PROVIDE comments, and direct 

staff to TRANSMIT the 2018 – 2019 County of Ventura CLG Annual Report to the 
California State Office of Historic Preservation. 

 
 
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed by:    
 
 
 
 
 
Dillan Murray, Assistant Planner   Denice Thomas, AICP, Manager 
Planning Programs Section    Planning Programs Section  
(805) 654-5042     (805) 654-2685 
 
 
Attachments:  
 

 
Exhibit 1:  CLG Annual Report for 2018-2019 
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Complete Se 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Name of CLG 

 Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board 
 

 

Report Prepared by:  Dillan Murray, Assistant Planner  Date of commission/board review:  Expected April 27, 2020 
 
Minimum Requirements for Certification 
 
 
I.  Enforce Appropriate State or Local Legislation for the Designation and Protection of Historic Properties. 
 
A.  Preservation Laws 
 

1. What amendments or revisions, if any, are you considering to the certified ordinance?  Please forward drafts or proposals.  
REMINDER: Pursuant to the CLG Agreement, OHP must have the opportunity to review and comment on ordinance 
changes prior to adoption. Changes that do not meet the CLG requirements could affect certification status. 
 

Response: There were no amendments to our Cultural Heritage Ordinance (CHO) during the reporting period. 
However, we are considering amending our CHO during the upcoming reporting period. The CHO was adopted 
in December 2000 by the Board of Supervisors. The Cultural Heritage Board (CHB) has identified four issue areas 
associated with the adopted CHO and would like to amend the ordinance to address the issue areas. Staff’s next 
step in the process is to prepare an item for the Board of Supervisors to review which outlines the issue areas 
and challenges faced by the CHO as adopted. The item will also request direction from the Board of Supervisors 

INSTRUCTIONS: This a Word form with expanding text fields and check boxes. It will probably open as Read-Only. Save it to your computer before 
you begin entering data. This form can be saved and reopened. 
Because this is a WORD form, it will behave generally like a regular Word document except that the font, size, and color are set by the text field. 

• Start typing where indicated to provide the requested information. 

• Click on the check box to mark either yes or no.  

• To enter more than one item in a particular text box, just insert an extra line (Enter) between the items.  
 

Save completed form and email as an attachment to Lucinda.Woodward@parks.ca.gov. You can also convert it to a PDF and send as an email 
attachment.  Use the Acrobat tab in WORD and select Create and Attach to Email. You can then attach the required documents to that email. If the 
attachments are too large (greater than 10mb total), you will need to send them in a second or third email. 
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regarding the four issue areas. If the Board of Superviosrs approves the item, Staff begin preparation of an 
amendment to the CHO.  
 

 
2. Provide an electronic link to your ordinance or appropriate section(s) of the municipal/zoning code: 
 

 Response: http://docs.vcrma.org/images/pdf/planning/programs/chb/chb-Ventura-County-Ordinance.pdf  
 
B. New Local Landmark Designations (Comprehensive list of properties/districts designated under local ordinance, HPOZ, 
etc.) 
 

1. During the reporting period, October 1, 2018 – September 30, 2019, what properties/districts have been locally 
designated?  

 

Response:  

 
REMINDER: Pursuant to California Government Code § 27288.2, “the county recorder shall record a certified resolution establishing 
an historical resources designation issued by the State Historical Resources Commission or a local agency, or unit thereof.” 

 
2. What properties/districts have been de-designated this past year?  For districts, include the total number of resource 

contributors.   
 

Response: 
Property Name/Address Date Removed 

None. Type here. 
 

Property Name/Address Date Designated If a district, number of 
contributors 

Date Recorded by County 
Recorder 

None  Type here. Type here. 
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C.  Historic Preservation Element/Plan 
 

1. Do you address historic preservation in your general plan? ☐ No  

  ☐ Yes, in a separate historic preservation element.  ☒ Yes, it is included in another element.   

 
Provide an electronic link to the historic preservation section(s) of the General Plan.  

 

Response:  
Current General Plan Goals, Policies,and Programs: 
  https://docs.vcrma.org/images/pdf/planning/plans/Goals-Policies-and-Programs.pdf  

  

 Historic Preservation Plan: 
  https://docs.vcrma.org/images/pdf/planning/programs/chb/Historic-Preservation-Plan-12-5-2000.pdf 
 

2. Have you made any updates to your historic preservation plan or historic preservation element in your community’s 

general plan? ☐ Yes ☒ No  If you have, provide an electronic link.   

 

Response:  
 
No updates were made to the historic preservation plan or the historic preservation element of our General Plan. We are 
however, in the process of updating our General Plan and some of the cultural and historic resources polices will be carried 
over. Currently, the Public Review Draft of the Ventura County 2040 General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element is 
available and can be found at the following link. The California Environmental Quality Act review process is currently underway. 
This element includes goals, policies, and programs related to cultural, historical, paleontological, and archaeological resources. 

 
https://www.vc2040.org/images/Draft_2040_General_Plan_-_Jan._2020/VCGPU_06_COS_Element_2020_01_08.pdf  

 

3. When will your next General Plan update occur?  Response: Anticipated Fall 2020 
 

 
D. Review Responsibilities 
 

Exhibit 1 - CLG Annual Report for 2018-2019
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1. Who takes responsibility for design review or Certificates of Appropriateness? 
 

  ☐ All projects subject to design review go the commission. 

  

☒ Some projects are reviewed at the staff level without commission review.  What is the threshold between staff-only 

review and full-commission review?      Response: The CHB adopted Resolution 2017-2.1 which delegates 
authority to review and approve minor projects, as defined by the resolution,  to CHB staff. All other projects 
require CHB Review. Additionally, staff has the ability to forward projects to the CHB for review at their 
discretion.  

 
2.  California Environmental Quality Act 
 

• What is the role of the staff and commission in providing input to CEQA documents prepared for or by the local 

government?  Response:Discretionary projects within unincorporated Ventura County requiring CEQA review 
are distributed to the CHB staff. The CHB Staff reviews the project, prepares a staff report, and forwards the 
information to the CHB for review and consideration. The CHB is responsible for determining the level of 
impact the proposed project will have on Cultural Heritage Sites within unincorporated Ventura County. The 
CEQA determination and any identified mitigation measures are subsequently forwarded to the Lead Agency 
for incorporation into the environmental document.  

 
What is the role of the staff and commission in reviewing CEQA documents for projects that are proposed within the 

jurisdiction of the local government?  Response: See statement above.   
 

3. Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
 

• What is the role of the staff and commission in providing input to Section 106 documents prepared for or by; the local 

government?  Response: If a project affects designated sites or potentially eligible sites, CHB staff reviews the 
Section 106 document and provides comments. 
 

• What is the role of the staff and commission in reviewing Section 106 documents for projects that are proposed within 

the jurisdiction of the local government?  Response: CHB staff reviews and provides feedback on Section 106 
documents.  
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II. Establish an Adequate and Qualified Historic Preservation Review Commission by State or Local Legislation. 
 

A. Commission Membership 

 

Response: 

District Name 
Professional 

Discipline 
Date Appointed Term End Date Email Address 

District 1 
Darwin McCredie, Vice Chair 
(former) 

Architect March 2017 January 2020 darwinbuzz@att.net 

District 1 Currently vacant     

District 2 Ricki Mikkelsen Attorney March 2006 January 2023 
ricki@drmikkelsen.com 
 

District 3 W. John Kulwiec Architect February 2007 January 2021 john@kulwiecgroup.com 

District 4 Patricia Havens (former) Historian January 1975 January 2019 pjhavens@sbcglobal.net 

District 4 Phil Englander (former) Civic Leader February 2019 September 2019  

District 4 Linda Plaks (current) Civic Leader October 2019 January 2023 vlyinvest@roadrunner.com 

District 5 Gary Blum, Chair Consultant January 1995 January 2021 garyaths@aol.com  

Member-At-
Large 

Miguel Fernandez Architect April 2006 January 2020 archtmig@adelphia.net 

Member-At-
Large 

Stephen Schafer Photographer November 2008 January 2020 schaf@west.net 

 
Attach resumes and Statement of Qualifications forms for all members.  
 

Note: The above table reflects the current board membership as of the date of this report preparation (April 2020). Former members 
who occupied board posts during the reporting period, but who are not currently on the board, are noted as “former” members. Gary 
Blum and Darwin McCredie were the elected Board Chair and Vice-Chair, respectively, during the reporting period. Gary Blum and 
Rikki Mikkelsen are the current elected Board Chair and Vice-Chair, respectively. 

Exhibit 1 - CLG Annual Report for 2018-2019
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1. If you do not have two qualified professionals on your commission, explain why the professional qualifications not been met 

and how professional expertise is otherwise being provided.  N/A  
 

2. If all positions are not currently filled, why is there a vacancy, and when will the position will be filled? 
 

Response: N/A    
 
B. Staff to the Commission/CLG staff  

 

1. Is the staff to your commission the same as your CLG coordinator?  ☒ Yes ☐ No  

2. If the position(s) is not currently filled, why is there a vacancy?  N/A 
 

Attach resumes and Statement of Qualifications forms for staff.   

 
Note: Ashley Cook was a staff member to the CHB during the reporting period but is no longer on staff. John Kessler, Assistant 
Planner also provides periodic staff support to the board. Dillan Murray is the current Cultural Heritage Program Planner and joined 
the CHB staff in January 2020, after the current reporting period. 
 
 
 
 

Name/Title Discipline Dept. Affiliation Email Address 

Denice Thomas, AICP, 
Planning Programs Manager 

Urban Planning Ventura County Planning 
Division 

denice.thomas@ventura.org 

Dillan Murray, Assistant 
Planner (January 2020 to 
present) 

City & Regional Planning, 
Environmental Consulting  

Ventura County Planning 
Division  

dillan.murray@ventura.org  

John Kessler, Assisitant 
Planner 

Urban Planning Ventura County Planning 
Division  

john.kessler@ventura.org 

Ashley Cook, LEED AP, 
Assistant Planner (former 
Staff) 

Architecture Ventura County Planning 
Division  
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C. Attendance Record 

 
Please complete attendance chart for each commissioner and staff member.  Commissions are required to meet four times a 
year, at a minimum.  If you haven’t met at least four times, explain why not.   

 

Response: 

 

Commissioner/Staff 
Nov 
26 

Dec 
10 

Jan  
14 

Jan 
28 

Feb 
11 

Feb 
25 

Mar 
11 

Mar 
25 

Apr 
22 

May 
13 

Jun 
10 

Jul 
8 

Jul 
22 

Aug 
12 

Aug  
26 

Sep 
9 

Sep 
23 

Darwin McCredie, Vice 
Chair — District 1 
(former) 

☐ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ ☒ ☒ ☒ 

Ricki Mikkelsen —
District 2 

☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ ☐ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☐ ☐ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☐ 

W. John Kulwiec — 
District 3 

☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ ☒ 

Patricia Havens — 
District 4 (former) 

☒ ☒ n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Phil Englander — District 
4 (former) 

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a ☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ 

Linda Plaks — District 4 
(current) 

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Gary Blum, Chair — 
District 5 

☒ ☐ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ ☒ 

Miguel Fernandez — 
Member-At-large 

☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ ☒ ☒ 

Stephen Schafer — 
Member-At-large 

☐ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ ☐ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ ☒ ☐ ☒ ☒ 

Denice Thomas (Staff) ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ 

John Kessler (Staff) ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Ashley Cook (former 
Staff) 

☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ ☒ 

Exhibit 1 - CLG Annual Report for 2018-2019



Certified Local Government Program – 2018-2019 Annual Report 
(Reporting period is from October 1, 2018 through September 30, 2019) 

 
 

8 

Note: Please refer to Section 2.A for individual members’ terms of service. For members’ whose terms were not in effect for any given 
meeting, that meeting space is noted as “n/a” in the table. Dillan Murray joined the board staff in January 2020, after the current 
reporting period. 

 
D.  Training Received 

Indicate what training each commissioner and staff member has received. Remember it is a CLG requirement is that all 
commissioners and staff to the commission attend at least one training program relevant to your commission each year.  It is 
up to the CLG to determine the relevancy of the training. 

 

Response: 
 

Commissioner 

Training Title & Description 
(including method 

presentation, e.g., webinar, 
workshop) 

Duration of Training Training Provider Date 

Darwin McCredie Webinar: Can I Do That? 
Applying the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standars for the 
Treatment of Historic 
Properties 
 
Webinar: Case Studies and 
Implementation of the Historic 
Building Code (HBC) 

1.5 hrs 
 
 
 
 
 
1.5 hrs 

CPF 
 
 
 
 

 
CPF 

December 10, 
2018 
 
 
 
 
August 26, 2019 
 

Ricki Mikkelsen Webinar: Can I Do That? 
Applying the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standars for the 
Treatment of Historic 
Properties 
 
Webinar: Case Studies and 
Implementation of the Historic 
Building Code (HBC) 

1.5 hrs 
 
 
 
 
 
1.5 hrs 
 
 

CPF 
 
 
 
 
 
CPF 
 
 

December 10, 
2018 
 
 
 
 
August 26, 2019 

 
 

W. John Kulwiec Webinar: Can I Do That? 
Applying the Secretary of the 

1.5 hrs CPF December 10, 
2018 
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Interior’s Standars for the 
Treatment of Historic 
Properties 

Patricia Havens  Webinar: Can I Do That? 
Applying the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standars for the 
Treatment of Historic 
Properties 
 

1.5 hrs CPF December 10, 
2018 

Phil Englander Webinar: Case Studies and 
Implementation of the Historic 
Building Code (HBC) 

1.5 hrs 
 

CPF 
 

August 26, 2019 
 

Gary Blum Webinar: Can I Do That? 
Applying the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standars for the 
Treatment of Historic 
Properties 

1.5 hrs CPF December 10, 
2018 

 
 

Miguel Fernandez Webinar: Can I Do That? 
Applying the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standars for the 
Treatment of Historic 
Properties 
 
Webinar: Case Studies and 
Implementation of the Historic 
Building Code (HBC) 

1.5 hrs 
 
 
 
 
 
1.5 hrs 
 

CPF 
 
 
 
 
 
CPF 
 

December 10, 
2018 
 
 
 
 
August 26, 2019 

 
 

Stephen Schafer Webinar: Can I Do That? 
Applying the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standars for the 
Treatment of Historic 
Properties 
 
 
Study Tour: Three Neutras in 
the Desert: Lecture and 

1.5 hrs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 hrs 
 

CPF 
 
 
 

 

 

 
CPF, Palm Springs 
 

December 10, 
2018 
 
 
 
 
 
May 8, 2019 
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Private Tour of the Miller 
Mendensieck House 
 
 
Session: Recent CEQA Case 
Law Update and Advanced 
CEQA Q&A 
 
 

Mobile Workshop: HALS 
Documentation 

 

 
Session: On the Significance 
of Modern Resources 

 
 
 
 
1.5 hrs 
 
 
 
 
3 hrs 
 
 
 
2 hrs 

 
 
 
 
CPF, Palm Springs 
 
 
 
 
CPF, Palm Springs 
 
 
 
CPF, Palm Springs 
 
 

 
 
 
 
May 10, 2019 
 
 
 
 
May 2019 
 
 
 
May 2019 
 

 

 

Staff Name 

Training Title & Description 
(including method 

presentation, e.g., webinar, 
workshop) 

Duration of Training Training Provider Date 

Denice Thomas Webinar: Can I Do That? 
Applying the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standars for the 
Treatment of Historic 
Properties 
 
Webinar: Case Studies and 
Implementation of the Historic 
Building Code (HBC) 

1.5 hrs 
 
 
 
 
 
1.5 hrs 
 

CPF 
 
 
 
 

 
CPF 
 

December 10, 
2018 
 
 
 
 
August 26, 2019 

 
 

Ashley Cook (former 
Staff) 

Webinar: Can I Do That? 
Applying the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standars for the 

1.5 hrs 
 
 
 

CPF 
 
 
 

December 10, 
2018 
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Treatment of Historic 
Properties 
 
Webinar: Case Studies and 
Implementation of the Historic 
Building Code (HBC) 

 
 
 
1.5 hrs 
 

 
 

 
CPF 
 

 
 
 
August 26, 2019 

 
 

John Kessler Webinar: Can I Do That? 
Applying the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic 
Properties 
 
 

1.5 hr CPF December 10, 
2018 

 
Note: Dillan Murray is the current Cultural Heritage Program Planner and joined the board staff in January 2020, after this reporting 
period. However, Mr. Murray is in the process of undergoing additional trainings to demonstrate ongoing CLG staff training efforts 
which will be reported in the next iteration of the CLG Annual Report for 2019-2020. 
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III. Maintain a System for the Survey and Inventory of Properties that Furthers the Purposes of the National Historic 
Preservation Act 
 
A. Historical Contexts: initiated, researched, or developed in the reporting year (excluding those funded by OHP) 

NOTE: California CLG procedures require CLGs to submit survey results, including historic contexts, to OHP.  If you have not 
done so, submit a copy (PDF or link if available online) with this report. 

 

 

Response: 
 

Context Name Description How it is Being Used Date Submitted to 
OHP 

None to date        
 

  

 
 
B. New Surveys or Survey Updates (excluding those funded by OHP) 

 
NOTE: The evaluation of a single property is not a survey.  Also, material changes to a property that is included in a survey, 
is not a change to the survey and should not be reported here.  
 

 

Response: 
 

 

How are you using the survey data?   Response:  N/A 
 
 

Survey Area Context 
Based- 
yes/no 

Level: 
Reconnaissance 

or Intensive 

Acreage # of 
Properties 
Surveyed 

Date 
Completed 

Date 
Submitted to 

OHP 

None to date   
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C.  Corrections or changes to Historic Property Inventory 

 

Response: 
 

Property 
Name/Address 

Additions/Deletions to 
Inventory 

Status Code Change 
From _ To_ 

Reason Date of Change 

Gen. C.G. Penney 
Residence (Landmark 
178)  

The Board reviewed and 
approved an errata 
memorandum for 
Landmark No. 178. The 
staff report and 
attachments associated 
with the landmark 
designation have been 
corrected to reflect the 
name General Charles 
G. Penney instead of 
General George G. 
Penney (Case No. 
CH18-0023). 

No change  Correction for accuracy November 26, 2018 

 
 
IV. Provide for Adequate Public Participation in the Local Historic Preservation Program 
 
A.  Public Education 

What public outreach, training, or publications programs has the CLG undertaken?  How were the commissioners and staff 
involved?  Please provide copy of (or an electronic link) to all publications or other products not previously provided to OHP.  

 

 

Response: The following public outreach and training was undertaken during the reporting period:  
- Tours of historic properties under consideration by the CHB were open to the public;  
- Cultural Heritage and Preservation information is made available to the public on the website and in printed 

brochures available at the Government Center Hall of Administation Planning Division counter; and  
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- The Cultural Heritage Board sponsored set up a booth at the Ventura County Fair (see the table below for 
additional information).  

 

Item or Event Description Date 

County Government Center 
Administration Building Main Lobby 
Display and Third floor Display 
 

“May is Preservation Month” Banner and Display  05/1/19 through 
05/30/19 

Ventura County Fair Display Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board (CHB) installed an 
exhibit to highlight County’s historic preservation and Cultural 
Heritage program at the Ventura County Fair 

08/01/19 - 08/12/19 

 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ANNUAL PRODUCTS REPORTS FOR CLGS 

NOTE: OHP will forward this information to the NPS on your behalf. Please read “Guidance for completing the Annual 
Products Report for CLGs” located at http://www.nps.gov/clg/2015CLG_GPRA/FY2013_BaselineQuestionnaireGuidance-
May2015.docx. 

A. CLG Inventory Program  
 
During the reporting period (October 1, 2018—September 30, 2019) how many historic properties did your local government 
add to the CLG inventory?  This is the total number of historic properties and contributors to districts (or your best estimate of 
the number) added to your inventory from all programs, local, state, and Federal, during the reporting year. These might 
include National Register, California Register, California Historic Landmarks, locally funded surveys, CLG surveys, and local 
designations. 

 

Response: 
 

Program area Number of Properties added 

Ventura County Unincorporated Area 
 

1 added to National Register (Thacher School 
Historic District) 
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B. Local Register (i.e., Local Landmarks and Historic Districts) Program 

 
1. During the reporting period (October 1, 2018—September 30,  2019) did you have a local register program to create 

local landmarks and/or local districts (or a similar list of designations) created by local law? ☒Yes  ☐ No 

 
2. If the answer is yes, then how many properties have been added to your register or designated from October 1, 2018 

to September 30, 2019?   
 

Response: None 
 

C.  Local Tax Incentives Program 
1. During the reporting period (October 1, 2018—September 30,  2019) did you have a Local Tax Incentives Program, 

such as the Mills Act?  ☒ Yes     ☐ No  

 
2. If the answer is yes, how many properties have been added to this program from October 1, 2018 to September 30, 

2019?  Response: two 
  

Response: 
 

Name of Program Number of Properties Added During 
2018-2019 

Total Number of Properties Benefiting 
From  Program 

 
Ventura County/City 
of Oxnard Cultural 
Heritage Board Mills 
Act Program 
 

2 (both in City of Oxnard’s Henry T. 
Oxnard Historic District) 

15 total consisting of 6 in the 
unincorporated area and 9 in the City of 
Oxnard. 

 
D.  Local “bricks and mortar” grants/loan program 
 

1. During the reporting period (October 1, 2018—September 30,  2019) did you have a local government historic 

preservation grant and/or loan program for rehabilitating/restoring historic properties?   ☐Yes ☒No 
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2. If the answer is yes, then how many properties have been assisted under the program(s) from October 1, 2018 to 
September 30, 2019?  N/A 

 

 
 

Name of Program Number of Properties that have Benefited 

N/A Type here. 
 

  
  
E.  Design Review/Local Regulatory Program 

 
1. During the reporting period (October 1, 2018—September 30,  2019) did your local government have a historic 

preservation regulatory law(s) (e.g., an ordinance) authorizing Commission and/or staff review of local government 

projects or impacts on historic properties?   ☒ Yes ☐ No 

 

2. If the answer is yes, how many historic properties did your local government review for compliance with your local 
government’s historic preservation regulatory law(s) from October 1, 2018 to September 30, 2019?  

 

Response: During the reporting period,a total of approximately 48 reviews and 13 CEQA Determinations 
were completed; 28 administrative reviews by Staff, 20 discretionary reviews, and 13 CEQA determinations 
by the Cultural Heritage Board.  

 
F.  Local Property Acquisition Program 

 
1. During the reporting period (October 1, 2018—September 30,  2019) did you have a local program to acquire (or help 

to acquire) historic properties in whole or in part through purchase, donation, or other means?  ☐Yes ☒ No 

 
 

2. If the answer is yes, then how many properties have been assisted under the program(s) from October 1, 2018 to 
September 30, 2019?  N/A 
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Name of Program Number of Properties that have Benefited 

N/A Type here. 

  
 
IN ADDITION TO THE MINIMUM CLG REQUIREMENTS, OHP IS INTERESTED IN A SUMMARY OF LOCAL PRESERVATION 
PROGRAMS 
 

 
A. What are your most critical preservation planning issues?  
 

Response: To protect and preserve the identified historical resources; to increase the number of documented 
historical resources; and continue to review all demolition permits of potentially eligible historic structures.  
 

B. What is the single accomplishment of your local government this year that has done the most to further preservation in 
your community?  
 

Response: During the reporting period, Staff continued to refine the program and standardize information and 
documents. There was attention paid to strategic planning and goal setting for upcoming years.  
 

C. What recognition are you providing for successful preservation projects or programs?   
 

Response: Cultural Heritage Award may be granted by the CHB to acknowledge community and property 
owner efforts towards preservation.  
 

D. What are your local historic preservation goals for 2019-2020?   
      
Response: See Attachment E: Cultural Heritage Board Priorities for 2019-2020. 

 
E. So that we may better serve you in the future, are there specific areas and/or issues with which you could use technical 

assistance from OHP?  
 

Response:  The provision of training content with topics such as: CEQA and historic resources, Mills Act 
inspections and operational best practices, general best practices related to historic preservation, and best 
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practices on developing a robust historic preservation ordinance that ensures ongoing preservation would be 
useful and welcome.      

 

F. In what subject areas would you like to see training provided by the OHP?  How you like would to see the training 
delivered (workshops, online, technical assistance bulletins, etc.)?  

 
Response:   

 

Training Needed or Desired Desired Delivery Format 

Historic preservation best practices 
 

webinar or workshop 

Mills Act inspections/operations best practices webinar 

CEQA and historic resources webinar or workshop 

 

G. Would you be willing to host a training working workshop in cooperation with OHP?  ☒Yes ☐ No 

 
H.  Is there anything else you would like to share with OHP? 

 
Response: The County of Ventura CHB is committed to ensuring the maintenance of ongoing historic preservation 
activities within our jurisdiction and the contract cities we service. We endeavor to maintain good working relationships 
with contract cities and other jurisdictions alike.  
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Attachments 
 

 ☒ Attachment A: Resumes and Statement of Qualifications forms for all commission members/alternatives and staff 

 ☒ Attachment B: Minutes from board meetings – October 2018 through September 2019 

 ☐ Draft of proposed changes to the ordinance 

 ☒ Attachment C: Drafts of proposed changes to the General Plan – Public Review Draft of the Ventura County 2040   

  General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element 

 ☒ Attachment D: Public outreach publications 

☒ Attachment E: Cultural Heritage Board Program Priorities for upcoming year – April 17, 2020 

 
 

 

     Email to Lucinda.Woodward@parks.ca.gov  
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Attachment A – Resumes and Qualifications
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Statement of Qualifications 

for 

Certified Local Governments Commissioners and Staff 

 

Local Government: Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board 

Name: Gary Blum 

Commissioner ☒  Staff ☐ 

Date of Appointment: January 1995 

Date Term Expires: January 2021 

 

Certified Local Government procedures require local commissions to meet specific 

professional requirements. The commission shall include a minimum of five individuals 

with all members having demonstrated interest, competence, or knowledge in historic 

preservation. At least two Commission members are encouraged to be appointed from 

among professionals in the disciplines of history, architecture, architectural history, 

planning, pre-historic and historic archeology, folklore, cultural anthropology, curation, 

conservation, and landscape architecture or related disciplines, such as urban planning, 

American studies, American civilization, or cultural geography, to the extent that such 

professionals are available in the community. Commission membership may also include 

lay members who have demonstrated special interests, competence, experience, or 

knowledge in historic preservation.  

 

Are you a professional in one of the disciplines associated with historic preservation? 

Yes ☐ 

No ☒ 

 

If you are, summarize your qualifying education, professional experience, and any 

appropriate licenses or certificates. Attach a resume.  
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GARY E. BLUM 
Consultant 

 
427 South ‘F’ Street       Cell (805) 402-0016 

Oxnard, CA 93030            Email: Garyaths@aol.com         
             

                           

SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS 
 

Site Superintendent, Heritage Square, Oxnard, California                  1992 – Present 
Manage infrastructure and site systems of a joint public/private historical office park in 
Downtown Oxnard. Develop and maintain operating and capital reserve budget of $165,000, 

contract negotiation with vendors, generate monthly/annual reports. Supervise staff of three. 
Work with over 30 volunteers. 

 
Owner, Heritage Square Services, Oxnard, California          1991 - Present 
Commercial & residential property maintenance Service Company for office park and other 

residential and commercial properties in Ventura County. Supervise staff of three. Provide staff 
services for community festivals and special events, parades, and public fundraiser events.  

           
Director, Heritage Square Special Events & Summer Concerts        1996 – 2011 

Developed and implemented Summer Concert series and special events for unique outdoor 
historical venue. Included weddings, receptions, fundraisers, meetings, seminars and other 
public and private events for up 1000 attendees. Supervise staff and volunteers of fifteen. 

 
General Manager, Camarillo Ranch Foundation, Camarillo, CA         2001 - 2003     

Oversaw and supervised all aspects of the Camarillo Ranch House and its 4 ½ acre Historical 
Museum/Park facility.  Included site tours, wedding/receptions and special event planning, 
fundraising, marketing and public relations. Also included  movie film location negotiations.  

Reported to 15 member Board of Directors and maintained close working relationships with 
administrative and other personnel, the Board, City of Camarillo, outside vendors/agencies and 

the general public.  Developed and maintained annual operating budget of $315,000. Supervised 
staff of two and 150 volunteers/docents. 

• Restoration/Site Consultant and Manager for $1.6 million restoration on Camarillo Ranch 

House Museum. Completed 15 month construction goal in 12 months. 
 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 

Board Member, Ventura County/Oxnard Cultural Heritage Board,          1995 - Present  

 (Chairman 1998 – 2001, 2004 - present) 

Board Member, Oxnard Performing Arts & Convention Center,           1998 – Present 

 (Chairman 2011 - Present 

Board Member, Casa Merced Senior Housing Development,           1997 – 2003 

Board Member, Elite Theatre Company, Oxnard              1995 – 2014  

 (President, 2000–2003, 2013-2014) 

Board Member, Downtown Oxnard Merchants Association,           1995 - Present  

 (President 1999 - 2003)  

Co-Chair, Plaza Park Pagoda Restoration Project             1997 - 2001 

Salsa Festival Committee member               1994 - Present  

 (Festival Chair 2000, 2001 & 2019) 

Oxnard Convention & Visitors Bureau, Board Member           2000 - 2003 

Camarillo Chamber Of Commerce Tourism Committee          2002 – 2003 

Board Member Oxnard Downtown Management District           2005 – 2011 

Chairman, Downtown Oxnard Marketing Committee           2009 – 2017 

Director, Oxnard Christmas Parade       2010 - 2019 
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OTHER EXPERIENCE 

 

 

1985 Restoration carpentry and landscaping of Ventura Co. Landmark #86 , 

The Moranda House, Port Hueneme 

1986 Supervised the preparation and move of the Justin Petit Ranch House for  

Oxnard’s Heritage Square Project, Oxnard 

1991 Supervised a $960,000 restoration of the Justin Petit Ranch House, including rehabilitation of the 

building into a commercial office building and community theater (Ventura County Landmark #100) at 

Heritage Square, Oxnard CA. 

2000 Exterior restoration and painting of the Henry Levy House 155 So ‘G’ St., a Ventura Co. Landmark 

2001 Managed $1.3 million restoration of the Adolfo Camarillo House 

2008   Opened a small retail/consulting succulent nursery business.       

           (HeritageSucculents.com) 

2010 Conceived and implemented a $110,000 municipal planter project for the City of Oxnard’s 

downtown. 

2011 Conceived and implemented Ventura County’s first ongoing Gourmet Food truck event for 

downtown Oxnard merchants 

 

EDUCATION 

 

California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, Landscape Architecture      1981-1982 

Ventura  College,  Landscape Design             1980-1982 

Ongoing training through the County of Ventura to serve on a CLG Board in the area of historic 

preservation 
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Statement of Qualifications 

for 

Certified Local Governments Commissioners and Staff 

 

Local Government: Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board 

Name: Ricki Mikkelsen 

Commissioner ☒  Staff ☐ 

Date of Appointment: March 2006 

Date Term Expires: January 2023 

 

Certified Local Government procedures require local commissions to meet specific 

professional requirements. The commission shall include a minimum of five individuals 

with all members having demonstrated interest, competence, or knowledge in historic 

preservation. At least two Commission members are encouraged to be appointed from 

among professionals in the disciplines of history, architecture, architectural history, 

planning, pre-historic and historic archeology, folklore, cultural anthropology, curation, 

conservation, and landscape architecture or related disciplines, such as urban planning, 

American studies, American civilization, or cultural geography, to the extent that such 

professionals are available in the community. Commission membership may also include 

lay members who have demonstrated special interests, competence, experience, or 

knowledge in historic preservation.  

 

Are you a professional in one of the disciplines associated with historic preservation? 

Yes ☐ 

No ☒ 

 

If you are, summarize your qualifying education, professional experience, and any 

appropriate licenses or certificates. Attach a resume.  
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Ricki Barner Mikkelsen 
461 Havenside Avenue 

Newbury Park, CA 91320 

Call (805) 469-3323 

ricki@drmikkelsen.com 
 

Education: 
JD Degree  Law     Ventura College of Law (1999) 

PhD Program  Higher Education  Claremont Graduate School (1987) 

MS Degree  Education Administration California Lutheran University (1974) 

BA Degree Sociology    California State University at Fresno (1966) 
 

Professional Experience: 
Attorney/Estate Planning    2000 to present 

Adjunct Instructor     1981-99 

 California Lutheran University 

 National University 

Associate Dean for Academic Affairs  1981-87 

 California Lutheran University 

Teacher Center Coordinator    1978-81 

 Ventura County Superintendent of Schools 

Early Childhood Educator Coordinator  1975-78 

 Conejo Valley Unified School District 

Mentally Gifted Minor Program Coordinator  1974-75 

 Conejo Valley Unified School District 

Resource Teacher/Coordinator   1971-74 

 Timber School District 

Classroom Teacher     1967-71 

 Timber School District 

 Simi Valley Unified School District 
 

Awards 
Senior of the Years (2019-2020) City of Thousand Oaks 

Dona of La Fiesta del Triunfo (2012) Conejo Valley Historical Society 

 

Partial List of Volunteer Activities: 
Community Conscience/Under One Roof 

-Board of Trustees (2007-2020) 

-President (2012-2013) 

 -Mardi Gras Ball Chair (2008, 2009, 2011, 2014) 

 -Committee chair of several committees including Nominations, By-laws,  

 Standing Rules, 25th Anniversary, King and Queen Selection, Live Auction 

Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board 

-Member (2005 to present) 

-Vice Chair (2014-16) 

-Chair (2016-18) 
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California Museum of Art Thousand Oaks 

 -Council President (2012 to 2019)  

 -Events chair 

Conejo Valley Historical Society  

-Board of Trustees (2005-2013) 

-President (2009, 2010) 

-1stVice President (2007, 2008) 

-2nd Vice President (2005, 2006) 

 -Triunfo Ball Chair (7 years 2005-2011) 

-Committee chair of  several committees including Nominations, By-laws, Don and Dona 

Reception, Publicity, Adopt-A-Poll, Donna Fargo Trust Liaison, Hospitality, Finance, 

etc. 

City of Thousand Oaks Traffic Commission  

-Traffic Commissioner 

 -Chair 

 -Vice Chair 

City of Thousand Oaks  

-Architectural Design Review Committee Member 

-Committee of 105 member and subcommittee chair  

Conejo Future Foundation/Conejo Los Virgenes Future Foundation 

-President 

 -Board Member 

 -Numerous Committees 

Creative Options Women’s Conference 

-Chair (2 years) 

 -Committee Member (8 years) 

CLU Community Leaders Club 

-Board Member 

-Worked on various fundraisers 

American Association of University Women  

-President 

 -Women’s History Project 

 -Named Gift Honoree 

 -Chair of Visual and Performing Arts Conferences for Girls 

 -Chair of Math and Science Conferences for Girls 

 -Served on numerous committees and fund raisers 
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Statement of Qualifications 

for 

Certified Local Governments Commissioners and Staff 

 

Local Government: Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board 

Name: W. John Kulwiec 

Commissioner ☒  Staff ☐ 

Date of Appointment: February 2007 

Date Term Expires: January 2021 

 

Certified Local Government procedures require local commissions to meet specific 

professional requirements. The commission shall include a minimum of five individuals 

with all members having demonstrated interest, competence, or knowledge in historic 

preservation. At least two Commission members are encouraged to be appointed from 

among professionals in the disciplines of history, architecture, architectural history, 

planning, pre-historic and historic archeology, folklore, cultural anthropology, curation, 

conservation, and landscape architecture or related disciplines, such as urban planning, 

American studies, American civilization, or cultural geography, to the extent that such 

professionals are available in the community. Commission membership may also include 

lay members who have demonstrated special interests, competence, experience, or 

knowledge in historic preservation.  

 

Are you a professional in one of the disciplines associated with historic preservation? 

Yes ☒ 

No ☐ 

 

If you are, summarize your qualifying education, professional experience, and any 

appropriate licenses or certificates. Attach a resume.  
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W. JOHN KULWIEC, Emeritus, AIA, NCARB, ICC 
Architect - Expert Witness - Forensic Architecture 

KULWIEC GROUP/ARCHITECTS 
532 Glade Drive, Santa Paula, California 93060 
T 805-443-0508 or John@KulwiecGroup.com 

www.KulwiecGroup.com 

Education, 
Licenses & 
Certification 

 

 Bachelor of Architecture (BArch) -Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago.  
Major: Architecture, Minor: City Planning 

 Wide Range of Continuing Education through AIA, CSI, Expert Associations, Industry 
Associations including: Mold Contamination in Buildings, California Law for Design 
Professionals, Shifting Trends in Accessibility (ADA) Mediation – The Art of Facilitating 
Settlement, Pepperdine University School of Law (4-day seminar) & NCARB, Energy 
Conscious Architecture, Roofing Systems Institute / BURSI. 

 Current Registration; California (C3978) 1963 & Arizona,  
 Former Registration; New Jersey, Tennessee, Florida, Colorado, Michigan, Nevada, & 

Washington & North Dakota. 
 Certified Architect, National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) 

Professional 
Affiliations 

 

AIA American Institute of Architects, Member 
AIAVC American Institute of Architects, Ventura County Member, Past President 
AAMA American Architectural Manufacturers Association, former Professional Member 
CSI Construction Specification Institute, Professional Member 
ICC International Code Council, Professional Member 

Professional 
Experience 

35+ years in Architectural Practice in the areas of Commercial, Industrial, Medical, 
Educational, Residential, Public, Governmental, Religious & Retail projects throughout the 
US and abroad; Construction Cost of Projects up to $20,000,000; Full Range of 
Architectural and Commercial Interior Design Services; Formerly Licensed Contractor; 
Served in US Air Force Civil Engineering Department 

Expert 
Witness & 
Forensic 
Architecture 
Expertise  

 Standard of Care 
 Post Construction Building Autopsy, Destructive Testing 
 Scope of Work Definition  
 Scheduling Analysis, Contractor & Architect 
 Change Order Disputes 
 Drawings and Documents Analysis 
 Communication Analysis between Client, Architect & Contractor 
 Waterproofing Issues 
 Mold Issues 
 Roofing Issues 
 Code Compliance: ADA, Title 24, ICC, Local, OSHPD 
 Construction Defects & Negligence 
 Case Documents Organization & Catalog 
 Multi Media Exhibit Preparation 

Litigation 
Experience 

Mediation, Arbitration, Superior and Federal Court, Plaintiff and Defense for Architects, 
Owners, Contractors. 

 Visit www.KulwiecGroup.com for 
Full CV and Architectural Services Information 
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Statement of Qualifications 

for 

Certified Local Governments Commissioners and Staff 

 

Local Government: Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board 

Name: Linda Plaks 

Commissioner ☒  Staff ☐ 

Date of Appointment: October 2019 

Date Term Expires: January 2023 

 

Certified Local Government procedures require local commissions to meet specific 

professional requirements. The commission shall include a minimum of five individuals 

with all members having demonstrated interest, competence, or knowledge in historic 

preservation. At least two Commission members are encouraged to be appointed from 

among professionals in the disciplines of history, architecture, architectural history, 

planning, pre-historic and historic archeology, folklore, cultural anthropology, curation, 

conservation, and landscape architecture or related disciplines, such as urban planning, 

American studies, American civilization, or cultural geography, to the extent that such 

professionals are available in the community. Commission membership may also include 

lay members who have demonstrated special interests, competence, experience, or 

knowledge in historic preservation.  

 

Are you a professional in one of the disciplines associated with historic preservation? 

Yes ☐ 

No ☒ 

 

If you are, summarize your qualifying education, professional experience, and any 

appropriate licenses or certificates. Attach a resume.  
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LINDA C. PLAKS 
4957 MIRA SOL DRIVE 

Moorpark, CA 93021 805-529-1373 
Vlyinvest@roadrunner.com 

 

My purpose is to serve on a County Board to be able to be an active listener and a critical thinker to communicate 
with residents on decision making to continue to preserve and protect the Culture Heritage locations in Ventura 
County. 

EXPERIENCE 

JANUARY 1995 – PRESENT 

BACKGROUND INVESTIGATOR, VALLEY INVESTIGATIONS,  
Prepare and report backgrounds of individuals for job effecting the United States Government and the Stare of 
California Conducting in person and computerized information on subjects. 

EDUCATION 

SEPTEMBER 1995 AND OCTOBER 1997 

BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS, EVERGREEN VALLEY COLLEGE 

COURSE OF TRAINING FOR THE POST CERTIFICATE 
Area Housing Authority County of Ventura Background 
Ventura Police Department Civilian Background investigator 
Ventura Co Citizens Sheriff Academy 
Moorpark College Criminal justice 1998 
Simi Valley High School 
 

SKILLS 
Strong communication skills in listening and have the ability and training to obtain information in interpersonal 
Communication as well. 

ACTIVITIES 1990 TO CURRENT 
 
PRESIDENT OF MOORPARK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
PRESIDENT OF MOORPARK ROTARY 1996-97 
PRESIDENT MOORPARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 2014 
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR MOORPARK 1998 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR VENTURA COUNTY 1999 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR MOORPARK 2017 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR SIMI VALLEY HOSPITAL 2013  

I have ALSO SERVED ON MANY COMMITTEES FOR THE DOWNTOWN PLAN AND GOVERNMENT RELATION 
COMMITTEES. 
 
My passion is to give back to the community in various community projects. I have had many leadership roles and 
enjoy watching the progress on many events. 

•  •  
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Statement of Qualifications 

for 

Certified Local Governments Commissioners and Staff 

 

Local Government: Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board 

Name: Miguel Fernandez 

Commissioner ☒  Staff ☐ 

Date of Appointment: April 2006 

Date Term Expires:  

 

Certified Local Government procedures require local commissions to meet specific 

professional requirements. The commission shall include a minimum of five individuals 

with all members having demonstrated interest, competence, or knowledge in historic 

preservation. At least two Commission members are encouraged to be appointed from 

among professionals in the disciplines of history, architecture, architectural history, 

planning, pre-historic and historic archeology, folklore, cultural anthropology, curation, 

conservation, and landscape architecture or related disciplines, such as urban planning, 

American studies, American civilization, or cultural geography, to the extent that such 

professionals are available in the community. Commission membership may also include 

lay members who have demonstrated special interests, competence, experience, or 

knowledge in historic preservation.  

 

Are you a professional in one of the disciplines associated with historic preservation? 

Yes ☒ 

No ☐ 

 

If you are, summarize your qualifying education, professional experience, and any 

appropriate licenses or certificates. Attach a resume.  
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Professional Resumé 
 
 
 
 
Education 

 
Bachelors of Architecture, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, 1986 
Masters of Architecture, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, 1987 

 
Professional Licensure 

 
Registered Architect, California, Lic. No. C-21015, 1990 

 
Work Experience 

 
Employment with various local architectural firms for several summer and holiday 
periods during college, and for 11-1/2 years post graduation.  Duties performed 
included Project Architect, Project Manager, fee negotiation, working drawings 
production, specifications, cost analysis and marketing and promotion. 
 
Self employed as of January, 1999 
 
Area of concentration includes commercial office; retail; food service (restaurant); 
communications and data tech; building rehabilitation and remodeling; facilities 
repurposing and reuse; historic structure rehabilitation and preservation. 

 
Other professional pursuits 

 
Past part time instructor, architectural program, Ventura Community College 
 
Current Member at Large, Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board 
 
Current Member, City of Oxnard Downtown Design Review Committee (DDRC) 
 
Ongoing proponent for new and improved walkable, bike-able, livable environments in 
the city of Oxnard and elsewhere as an advocate and active member of the grass 
roots Oxnard Community Planning Group. 
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Statement of Qualifications 

for 

Certified Local Governments Commissioners and Staff 

 

Local Government: Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board 

Name: Stephen Schafer 

Commissioner ☒  Staff ☐ 

Date of Appointment: November 2008 

Date Term Expires:  

 

Certified Local Government procedures require local commissions to meet specific 

professional requirements. The commission shall include a minimum of five individuals 

with all members having demonstrated interest, competence, or knowledge in historic 

preservation. At least two Commission members are encouraged to be appointed from 

among professionals in the disciplines of history, architecture, architectural history, 

planning, pre-historic and historic archeology, folklore, cultural anthropology, curation, 

conservation, and landscape architecture or related disciplines, such as urban planning, 

American studies, American civilization, or cultural geography, to the extent that such 

professionals are available in the community. Commission membership may also include 

lay members who have demonstrated special interests, competence, experience, or 

knowledge in historic preservation.  

 

Are you a professional in one of the disciplines associated with historic preservation? 

Yes ☐ 

No ☒ 

 

If you are, summarize your qualifying education, professional experience, and any 

appropriate licenses or certificates. Attach a resume.  
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Stephen Schafer specializes in architectural photogra-
phy and HABS, HAER, HALS surveys for publications, ar-
chitectural portfolios, mitigation documents, and historic 
landmark nominations. He opened his photography stu-
dio – Schaf Photo – in downtown Ventura in 1989 but his 
photography has now taken him to most of the United 
States and over 20 countries worldwide. Mr. Schafer's 
client list includes institutions, corporations and cities as 
diverse as San Francisco, Los Angeles, Riverside, Alame-
da, Santa Monica, San Jose, Culver City, Monterey Park, 
Berkeley and the Ports of Long Beach and Los Ange-
les, the San Diego Unified, LA Unified, and Long Beach 
School Districts, Mount San Antonio College, UC San 
Francisco, UC Santa Cruz, Pepperdine University, UCLA, 
the San Francisco Presidio Trust, the Getty Conservation 
Institute, the LA Conservancy, Caltrans, Caltrain, LA Met-
ro Rail, SCE, PG&E, SDG&E, EBMUD, NASA, GSA, USGS, 
the National Park Service, the Naval Facilities Engineer-
ing Command, and California State Parks.

Mr. Schafer's architectural photographs have been 
featured internationally in books and publications like Architect Magazine, the Wall Street Journal, the 
Los Angeles Times, Preservation Magazine, Bloomberg Business Week, Traditional Building Magazine, 
and NPR. His documentary photographs have been used to nominate sites to the National Register of 
Historic Places and as CEQA and NEPA mitigation measures. He specializes in 4x5” and 5x7” archival, 
large format photography adhering to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Architectural and 
Engineering Documentation. Having completed over one hundred large format documentations to date, 
Mr. Schafer is an expert in architectural photography with a practiced understanding of historic structures. 
The focus of his historic survey work is historic buildings, landscapes, structures and engineering projects 
that range from a Cold-War stealth ship to an 1840s adobe. These photo-documents are transmitted to 
the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS), the Historic American Landscapes Survey (HALS) and the 
Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) collections at the Library of Congress.

After attending the University of Cape Town, South Africa, and Brooks Institute of Photography, in Santa 
Barbara, Mr. Schafer’s work allowed him the rare opportunity to teach in the University of Pittsburgh’s 
Semester at Sea program aboard an ocean liner circumnavigating the globe. He has also taught pho-
tography as an adjunct professor at California State University Northridge, at Ventura College and at 
the Los Angeles Center of Photography. He regularly presents workshops and lectures on all aspects of 
photography, historic preservation, and CEQA compliance at the University of Southern California and at 
California Preservation Foundation conferences. He has presented at the American Planning Association 
conference and the National Archives in Washington, DC. Mr. Schafer is currently completing the book: 
Preserving Los Angeles with author Ken Bernstein, he is a member of the San Buenaventura Conservancy 
and an appointee to the Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board. He lives in downtown Ventura with his 
wife Sherry, in an 1881 folk Victorian farmhouse that they rehabilitated in 2001.

HABS   HAER   HALS  CEQA    |     ARCHITECTURAL & DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHY    |     BIO 4-2020

SCHAF PHOTO    •    VENTURA, CALIFORNIA    •    805 652-1000    •    SCHAF@WEST.NET
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Statement of Qualifications 

for 

Certified Local Governments Commissioners and Staff 

 

Local Government: Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board 

Name: Dillan Murray 

Commissioner ☐  Staff ☒ 

Date of Appointment: January 2020 

Date Term Expires: n/a 

 

Certified Local Government procedures require local commissions to meet specific 

professional requirements. The commission shall include a minimum of five individuals 

with all members having demonstrated interest, competence, or knowledge in historic 

preservation. At least two Commission members are encouraged to be appointed from 

among professionals in the disciplines of history, architecture, architectural history, 

planning, pre-historic and historic archeology, folklore, cultural anthropology, curation, 

conservation, and landscape architecture or related disciplines, such as urban planning, 

American studies, American civilization, or cultural geography, to the extent that such 

professionals are available in the community. Commission membership may also include 

lay members who have demonstrated special interests, competence, experience, or 

knowledge in historic preservation.  

 

Are you a professional in one of the disciplines associated with historic preservation? 

Yes ☒ 

No ☐ 

 

If you are, summarize your qualifying education, professional experience, and any 

appropriate licenses or certificates. Attach a resume.  
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INTELLECTION         •          ACHIEVER         •         EMPATHY         •          HARMONY         •         INPUT  

 

DILLAN MURRAY Phone: (805) 746-9527 | Email: dillan.murray@gmail.com  
 

Education 

CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY,  SAN LUIS OBISPO  – B.S. City and Regional Planning, Minor in Real 
Property Development (2013-2017) 
JOHN CABOT UNIVERSITY  – studied abroad in Rome, Italy (Fall 2015) 

Work Experience 

ASSISTANT PLANNER – Ventura County Planning Division – Ventura, CA (Jan. 2020 – Present)  
●  Coordinate the Ventura County Cultural Heritage Program and Mobile Home Rent Control Program. 
●  Serve as staff to the Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board and Ventura County Mobile Home Park Rent Review Board. 
●  Ensure that the provisions and intent of the Ventura County Cultural Heritage Ordinance (No. 4225) and Mobile Home Rent Control 

Ordinance (No. 4462) are appropriately administered as intended and required.  
●  Help facilitate public hearings, prepare complete agenda packets, and present items to the boards. 
●  Maintain public records and organize extensive data files.  
●  Review and process ministerial cultural heritage review applications, including Administrative Certificates of 

Appropriateness/Review and exemptions. 
●  Engage in and advance the field of historic preservation as a valuable planning mechanism. 
●  Review and process ministerial and discretionary mobile home park rent increase applications and coordinate across multiple 

stakeholders (tenants, owners, and other interested parties). 
●  Interface with members of the public at the Planning Counter and ensure complete and thorough applications are processed while 

maintaining a high level of customer service.  
●  Serve as a resource to the public and provide information related to Cultural Heritage Program and Mobile Home Rent Control 

Program topics. 

PROJECT PLANNER – Meridian Consultants LLC – Westlake Village, CA (Aug. 2019 – Dec. 2019)  
● Assisted with the preparation of initial studies, negative declarations, environmental impact reports, and other comprehensive 

documentation related to the California Environmental Quality Act. 
● Planned, prepared, and monitored environmental research and evaluated the potential impacts of assigned projects. 
● Assisted with project management including the preparation of proposals and development and monitoring of schedules, budgets, 

and invoices. 
● Served as a resource to other staff and project teams by identifying and providing recommendations to improve technical 

approaches to project activities and work scope, as well as assisted with the training and/or coaching of Staff Planners. 
● Internally promoted from Staff to Project Planner due to recognized contributions to project assignments, client/agency 

satisfaction, and robust environmental documentation products. 

STAFF PLANNER – Meridian Consultants LLC – Westlake Village, CA (Jan. 2018 – Aug. 2019)  
● Assisted with the preparation of initial studies, negative declarations, environmental impact reports, and other comprehensive 

environmental documents involving all levels of the California Environmental Quality Act. 
● Interacted with public agency and private client staff on matters related to land use planning, CEQA compliance, and land 

development/entitlements as defined/directed for each project. 
● Provided background research for a variety of topics related to complex municipal planning projects and private land development 

projects. 
● Independently performed field investigations, including noise monitoring and on-site field reconnaissance.    

PLANNING TECHNICIAN – 4Creeks, Inc. – San Luis Obispo, CA (Sep. 2016 – Dec. 2016)  
● Prepared GIS graphics, environmental regulatory applications, and Adobe Suite design documents.  
● Conducted research and analysis of city and county municipal codes and required planning documents for project implementation. 
● Prepared master/specific plans, conceptual designs, environmental documents, and other required planning documents for various 

projects. Adobe Photoshop, In-Design, and Sketchup were used to create required designs.  
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PLANNING INTERN – Gold Coast Transit District – Oxnard, CA (July 2016 – Sep. 2016)  
● Assisted with maintaining and updating an inventory of bus stops, geo-coordinates, and amenities, using reasoning skills to identify 

and correct data as needed. 
● Helped review transportation plans and promote the incorporation of pro-transit policies and measures. 
● Helped review schedule data for passenger information panels posted at bus stops, conducted field work as needed to ensure 

information was correctly displayed, and conducted field assessments at bus stops. 
● Collected and summarized feedback from bus operators and passengers. 

INTERN – City of Ventura Public Art Program – Ventura, CA (June 2016 – Sep. 2016) 
● Worked on the Public Art mapping project and helped draft ordinance language for mural approvals on private property.  
● Developed a comprehensive database of public art information and collaborated closely with City GIS staff to embed the database 

with an interactive, online GIS-based system. 

STUDENT WORKER I I I  –  Ventura County Sheriff’s Department – Ventura, CA (June 2015 – July 2015) 
● Contributed to the Court Services Bureau as a data entry extraordinaire.  

STUDENT WORKER I I  –  Camarillo Police Department – Camarillo, CA (July 2014 – Sep. 2014) 
● Worked with Project H.O.P.E. of the City of Camarillo to connect homeless and at-risk people with social services.  

Affiliations 

● AICP CANDIDATE –  (July 2018 – Present) Registered for AICP Exam November 2019 
●  AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION –  (March 2018 – Present) 
●  ASSOCIATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS  –  (Oct. 2018 – Present) 
●  PI  S IGMA ALPHA:  OMICRON GAMMA – National political science honor society (April 2017 – June 2017) 
●  ASSOCIATED STUDENTS IN PLANNING –  Academic club oriented towards career development (Sep 2013 – June 2017) 
●  ALPHA PHI  OMEGA:  ZETA OMICRON – Coeducational national service organization (March 2015 – June 2016) 
●  CAL POLY NEW STUDENT PROGRAMS –  Orientation Leader; helped transition new students to Cal Poly (Aug. 2014) 

Skills                         Awards 

SketchUp 
ArcGIS 10.3 
Adobe Suite (Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign) 
Digital Photography 
Outstanding Journalism (as awarded, Ventura 
County Star, 2012 & 2013) 

 

 
 

 Errett Fisher Foundation Scholarship (2016) 
                                        Michael McDougall Urban Design Award (2015) 
                                                   Kiwanis-Key Club Scholarship (2013) 
                     American Public Works Association Scholarship (2013) 
       Channel Islands Masonic Lodge No. 214 Scholarship (2013) 
        Ventura County Community Foundation Scholarship (2013) 
        Ventura High School Alumni Foundation Scholarship (2013) 
 Boys & Girls Club of Greater Ventura Emma Nylen Scholarship (2013) 
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Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board Minutes

November26,2018 at 1:15 p.m.- Item 3b (viii)

1

County of Ventura'Resource Management Agency' Planning Division
800 S. Victoria Avenue, Ventura, CA 93009-1740' (805) 654-2478'vcrma.org/diwsionsþIanning

CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY

CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD

Public Meeting was called to order at 1:15 p.m. by Chair Blum at the Ventura County
Government Center, Administration Building, Second Floor, Atlantic Conference Room.

2. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM

Board Members Present:
Gary Blum, Miguel Fernandez, Ricki Mikkelsen, Patricia Havens, and Stephen Schafer.

Board Members Absent:
Darwin McCredie, John Kulwiec, Stephen Schafer

Staff Present:
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager, John Kessler, Cultural Heritage
Planner and Ashley Cook Cultural Heritage Planner of the Planning Division

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)

3.a. Vote to approve the November 26, 2018 Agenda:
Board Member Havens made suggestion to move item 6d to be heard first
Staff made a recommend that the item 6a be moved to the next CHB Meeting as
Chair Blum lives within 300 feet of the property and cannot hear the item.
Therefore, with only three members available to hear the item a Quorum would
not be met.

Board Member Fernandez made a motion to approve the agenda according to
staff's recommendation to reschedule item 6a, for item 6d to be heard first and to
move the approval of the minutes to the end of the meeting. Board Member
Mikkelsen seconded the motion. Motion passed 4-0

3.b. Vote to approve the Minutes was moved to the end of the agenda

Board Member Havens expressed concerns that the amount of paper that was
received for the smaller items seems very wasteful and would like to see items
that are corrections and minor things be handled by staff.

Denice Thomas responded that currently staff is not allowed to do these changes
by the resolution, but we can add it to a future resolution.

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS
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CHB Minutes
November 26,2018

Page 2 of 6

5

None.

CONTINUED ITEMS

None.

NEW BUSINESS

Convene as the SimiValley Gultural Heritage Board

6.d

6

1

Location:
Colony Printz House, 137 Strathearn Place, City of Simi Valley

Action: A request for approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness [City of Simi

Valley Cultural Heritage Ordinance 1 150 (CHO) Code S 2-3.509 et seq.l for the

foundation and installation of the Bessie Printz Colony house previously

removed from 975 Pacific Avenue, Simi Valley to Strathearn Historical Park and

Museum at 137 Strathearn Place, SimiValley (Case No. CH18-0035).

Disclosures:
None

Presentation by Staff:
Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint outlining the project location, project
description, background, evaluation of historical significance, photos, and
recommended the following actions:

CONDUCT public hearing, RECEIVE oral and written testimony, and
CONSIDER the County Planning staff report and all exhibits and
attachments hereto; and,

2 MAKE the required findings that the proposed construction plans
submitted on November 1st as Part of Condition A are satisfactory to
the board, make the required findings the proposed project has satisfied
the Conditions of approval previously set at the March 18th SVCHB
meeting and make the required findings that the proposed project
meets all applicable requirements of the Simi Valley Cultural Heritage
Ordinance and the Secretary of lnterior's Standards based on the
substantial evidence presented in the staff report and the entire record.

Based on the preceding evidence and analysis, APPROVE a Certificate
of Appropriateness for this project as the applicant has completed the
Conditions A-E

Discussion and questions by the Board Members:
The Board Members discussed the request. All questions from the Board were
adequately addressed.

3
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CHB Minutes
November 26,2018

Page 3 of 6

Presentation of public speakers:
Douglas Duran of RSRPD passed around some photos of the project being
moved and photos of the house in separate pieces for the Board to see.

Deliberation and Vote:
Board Member Mikkelsen made a motion to approve to COA as the applicant has
met the previous conditions A-E as recommended by staff. Board Member
Havens seconded the motion. Motion passed 4-0

6.b. Convene as the Gity of Oxnard Cultural Heritage Board

Location: 320 South F Street, City of Oxnard California

Action: Consider a recommendation to the City of Oxnard City Council to

establish a Historical Property Contract (also known as Mills Act Contract)

pursuant to Ventura County Ordinance No. 4225 51364-10 and 550280 of the

California Government Code for the subject property at 320 South F Street (See

Exhibit 1 - Location Map) (CH18-0031).

Disclosures:
None

Presentation by Staff:
Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint outlining the project location, project

description, background, evaluation of historical significance, photos, and
recommended the following actions: Mills Act Findinqs: As required by the
language of the contract, the following findings must be made by the CHB:

1. Jake Donaldson and Nicole Janelle possess, and own real property located
at32O South F Street, Oxnard, Ventura County, California;

The property is a qualified historical property that is privately owned, not
exempt from property taxation and is designated as Ventura County Historical
Landmark No. 161;

The owner desires to carry out the relevant purposes of the California
Government Code for the entire site and structures thereon; and

The owner desires to limit the use of the historical property, 320 South F

Street, Oxnard, to retain its characteristics aS a property of historical
significance.

2

3.

4.

Recommendations
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CHB Minutes
November 26,2018

Page 4 of 6

6.c.

1. CONSIDER and APPROVE findings one through four noted
above, and if approved CONSIDER recommending adoption of the
proposed Mills Act Contact to the Oxnard City Council

Discussion and questions by the Board Members:
The Board Members discussed the request. All questions from the Board were
adequately addressed.

Deliberation and Vote:
Board Member Mikkelsen made a motion to recommend the proposed Mills act
Contract to the City of Oxnard. Board Member Havens seconded it. Motion
passed 4-0

The Applicant had a few questions relating to the process and timing of the Mills
act. Denice Thomas explained that the CHB only makes a recommendation to the
Oxnard City Council, so the exact timing and contract would be handled by the
City of Oxnard and that she should follow up with Juan Martinez.

Location: APN No. 225-0-014-030, Masonic Cemetery (near Pleasant Valley

Road and Etting Road), City of Oxnard California

Action: Request for review and approval of an errata memorandum correcting

the Historical Landmark Number for the Masonic Cemetery from Landmark No.

173to Landmark No. 179 (Case No. CH12-0011).

Discussion and questions by the Board Members:
The Board Members discussed the request. All questions from the Board were
adequately addressed.

Deliberation and Vote:
Board Member Havens made a motion to accept the new landmark number 179

and to recommend the resolution the City of Oxnard. Board Member Mikkelsen

seconded the motion. The motion passed (4-0).

6.e Convene as the Ventura Gounty Cultural Heritage Board

Location: 4295Thacher Road, Unincorporated area of Ojai

Action: Request for review and approve an errata memorandum for Landmark

No. 178. The staff report and attachments have been corrected to reflect General

Charles G. Penney instead of GeneralGeorge C. Penney (Case No. CH18-0023).

Discussion and questions by the Board Members:
The Board Members discussed the request. All questions from the Board were
adequately a{dressed.
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CHB Minutes
November 26,2018

Page 5 of 6

Deliberation and Vote:
Board Member Mikkelsen made motion to accept the corrected name for the
Landmark No. 178. Board Member Fernandez seconded the motion. The motion
passed (4-0).

Vote to approve the Minutes was moved to the end of the agenda

Board Member Mikkelsen made a motion to approve the September 1Oth minutes.
The august 13th minutes, September 24th minutes, and January 29tn minutes will
be approved pending minor edits and will return for signature at the next meeting.
Board Member Havens seconded the motion. Motion passed 4-0

7. REPORTS

7.a. Board Member Reports:

Board Member Havens reported that she has been doing some research on \Mff1
and how interesting it is that many people died from illness during times of war
more so than in battle. She also reported that she will be retiring at the end of her
term.

Board Member Mikkelsen asked Denice if she know of any loss to cultural
heritage sites. Denice reported that we do not have that assessment finished yet
but will share when it is completed on a GIS layer. Mikkelsen also reported that
she will be retiring as well at the end of term.

Board Member Fernandez stated that he agrees with Board Member Havens as
to the amount of paper that seems to be wasted for the smaller items and also
hopes that the corrections and smaller items could be handled by staff in the
future.

Chair Blum reported that there is a project close to the Henry T District that has a
developer proposing seven units on an infill lot. He asked John if that property
was in the survey area, and if we would see it come to the board, John Kessler
responded that the property was in the survey area, so we would likely not hear
it, unless the City of Oxnard fonruards it to us.

7.b. CHB Program Updates from Staff:

Denice Thomas mentioned that going fonruard she would like to create a style
guide for the staff reports and the PowerPoint presentatíons so that there is more
consistency.

John: None

Ashley: None
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CHB Minutes
November 26,2018

Page 6 of 6

8. NEXT MEETING

Denice Thomas announced the next regularly scheduled meeting is December 1Oth and
that we will have our annual training before the meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

At2.49 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn

9

Gary Blum, r

EST:

5
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager
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Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board Minutes

December 10 at 1:15 p.m.- Item 3b (ix)

1

County of Ventura . Resource Management Agency' Planning Division
800 S. Victoria Avenue, Ventura, CA 93009-1740' (805) 654-5042 'vcrma.org/diuisionsþIanning

CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY
CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD

Public Meeting was called to order at 1 :15 p.m. by Vice Chair McCredie at the Ventura
County Government Center, Administration Building, Second Floor, Atlantic Conference
Room.

2. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM

Board Members Present:
Miguel Fernandez, Ricki Mikkelsen, Darwin McCredie, Patricia Havens, John Kulwiec,
and Stephen Schafer.

Gommissioners Absent:
Gary Blum

Staff Present:
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager, Ashley Cook, Cultural Heritage
Planner and John Kessler, Cultural Heritage Planner

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MTNUTES OF PREVTOUS MËET|NG(S)

3.a. Vote to approve the December 10, 2018 Agenda:
Board Member Schafer made a motion to approve the agenda. Board Member
Fernandez seconded the motion. (Motion passed; 6-0)

3.b. Vote to approve the following Minutes:

i. February 12, 2018
ii. February 26,2018
iii. March 26,2018
iv. April 23, 2018
v. May 14,2018
vi. June 25,20'18
vii. July 9,2018
viii. November 26,2018

Due to some mistakes in the minutes staff recommended that we clean-up the
minutes to bring back to the board and the next meeting. Board Member McCredie
motioned to table the minutes to the next meeting. Board Member Havens
seconded the motion. (Motion passed; 6-0)

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS
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CHB Minutes
December 10, 2018

Page 2 of 5

None

5. CONTINUED ITEMS

5.a. Location:
421 South G Street, City of Oxnard

Action: Request approvaf of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to
partially demolish, construct an addition, remodel, construct a new patio

cover, and construct a new raised front porch on a residence in the Henry
T. Oxnard Historic District.

The property is designated as Landmark 161 (Henry T. Oxnard Historic
District). The project is brought before the CHB for approval of the COA
(Case No. CH18-0033).

Disclosures:
None.

Presentation by Staff:
CHB staff member Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint outlining the
project location, project description, background, evaluation of historical
significance, photos, and recommended the following actions:

CONDUCT the public hearing, RECEIVE oral and written testimony, and
CONSIDER the County CHB staff report and all exhibits and attachments
on this project; and

FIND that the proposed project for demolition, remodel, addition, new
covered patio, and raised front patio at Landmark No. 161 does not meet
the requirements of the City of Oxnard Cultural Heritage Ordinance and the
Secretary of lnterior's Standards based on the substantial evidence
presented in the staff report and the entire record;

FIND that the proposed project for demolition, remodel, addition, new
covered patio, and raised front patio at Landmark No. 161 does meet the
requirements of the City of Oxnard Cultural Heritage Ordinance and the
Secretary of lnterior's Standards based on the substantial evidence
presented in the staff report and the entire record, subject to the following:

The skylights visible from the street be removed;
The existing windows be refurbished and reused in the house or like-for-
like windows be used to replace the existing windows;
The patio structure be constructed as a stand-alone structure unattached
to the garage or the house;

I

2

3

a
b

c
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CHB Minutes
December 10, 2018

Page 3 of 5

4. Based on the preceding evidence and analysis, APPROVE the Certificate
of Appropriateness for demolition, remodel, addition, new covered patio,
and raised front patio, subject to the conditions contained in 3 a - c
immediately preceding.

5. Based on the preceding evidence and analysis, DENY the Certificate of
Appropriateness' project for demolition, remodel, addition, new covered
patio, and raised front patio subject to a Certificate of Appropriateness'
condition of approval to require the use of like for like double hung wood
windows if the historic windows cannot be refinished and the separation of
the new patio cover from the existing garage.

Discussion and questions by the Board Members:
The Board discussed the request. All questions from the Board Members were
adequately addressed. The Board asked for clarification on some discrepancies
on the plans between the existing elevations and the proposed elevations.

Presentation of public speakers:
Applicant Rick Moraga presented the project. He responded to the board that
the discrepancies between the existing elevations and the proposed elevations
were due to drafting errors. He stated was unaware of the drafting errors that
were submitted.

Deliberation and Vote

Board Member McCredie stated that he liked the low wall for the front patio and
he doesn't agree with staff on the separation of the patio cover from the garage
as recommended.

Board Member Schafer doesn't agree with the low garden wall that the district
should remain fence free to retain the landscape patterns that exist in the
neighborhood.

Board Member Fernandez asked the applicant to reconsider the low wall and
would like justification of how it fits within the overall pattern of the neighborhood.

Board Member Kulwiec stated that the replacement of the wood windows with
vinyl was an issue for him. Board member Schafer agreed. The applicant stated
the existing windows were beyond repair.

Board member Schafer stated they would need justification for the removal of the
wood windows.

Board Member McCredie opposed the vinyl windows, would like to see more
detail on the garden wall, proposed wall material and see a revised plan set.
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Page 4 of 5

Board Member Kulwiec stated that the mistakes on the plans were too substantial.

Board Member Schafer made a motion to have the applicant resubmit a corrected
plan for a subsequent CHB meeting. Board Member Kulwiec seconded the
motion. (Motion Passed 6-0)

6. NEW BUSINESS

None

7. REPORTS

7.a. Board Member Reports:

Board Member Schafer reported that he was not able to attend the NationalTrust
Preservation Conference but is planning on attending the California Preservation
conference in Palm Springs in May.

Board Member Kulwiec reported that the Santa Paula City Council was looking
into starting a CHB forthe City. He recommended that the City contact the County
to possibly set up a contract with Ventura County CHB instead.

Board Member Fernandez asked that staff send out a reminder to bring old
packets/staff reports if we have a continued item

Board Member Mikkelsen said it may be her last meeting and thanked the rest of
the CHB.

Board Member Havens stated it may also be her last meeting and she will
continue to stay active in Simi valley and preservation as long as she can. She
offered to give CHB staff a tour of Strathearn Park in the near future.

7.b. GHB Program Updates from Staff:

Board Member Schafer asked if Ashley Cook would give a brief introduction, CHB
Staff member, Ashley Cook gave a brief introduction on her education and
professional backgrou nd.

Denice announced that the subcommittee would try to meet in the beginning of the
year to discuss the revisions to the ordinance and the draft that county council has
prepared for review.

NEXT MEETING

The next regularly scheduled meeting is January 14th,2019.

ADJOURNMENT

I

I

Exhibit 1 - CLG Annual Report for 2018-2019



CHB Minutes
December 10, 2018

Page 5 of 5

At2:15 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn

ATTEST

Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager

McCredie, Vice Chair
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Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board Minutes

]anuary !4,2079 at 1:15 p.m.- Item 3b
County of Ventura' Resource Management Agency
800 S. Victoria Avenue, Ventura, CA 93N9-1740' (805) 654-5042'

. Planning Division
vcrma.org/dirision

1

2

CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY

CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD

public Meeting was called to orderat 1:18 p.m.by Chair Blum attheVentura County

Government ôenter, Administration Building, third floor, Santa Cruz Conference

Room/Room 311.

ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM

Board Members Present:
Gary Blum, Miguel Fernandez, Ricki Mikkelsen, Darwin McCredie, John Kulwiec, and

Stephen Schafer.

Board Members Absent:
Patricia Havens

3.b. Vote to approve the Minutes:
i. Februäry 12,2018 - Board Member Mikkelsen had corrections to forward to

staff, made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections. Board Member

Kulwiec seconded the motion. Motion lpassed; 6-0]

¡¡. February 26, 2018 - Board Member Mikkelsen stated that she was in
attendan-ce at that meeting and directed staff to amend the minutes with the

correction. Board member Kulwiec made a motion to approve the minutes with

corrections. Board member Mikkelsen seconded the motion. Motion [passed;
6-01

¡¡¡. March 26, 2018 - Board Member Mikkelsen motioned to approve to the

minutes. Board Member Kulwiec seconded the motion. Motion I passed; 6-0]

iv. April 29,2018 - Board Member Mikkelsen had some corrections to forward

to staff, made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections. Board

Member Kulwiec seconded the motion. Motion lpassed; 6-0]

Staff Present:
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager, Ashley Cook Cultural Heritage
planner, and John Kessler, Cultural Heritage Planner of the Planning Division.

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)

3.a. Vote to approve the January 14,2019 Agenda:
Board Member Mikkelsen made a motion to approve the agenda. Board Member

Schafer seconded the motion. Motion lpassed; 6-0]'
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4.

5.

6

v. May 14,2018 - Board Member Mikkelsen motioned to approve the minutes.
Board member Kulwiec seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 5-0; Board
Member Fernandez abstainedl

vi. June 25,2018 - Board Member Mikkelsen motioned to approve the minutes.
Board Member Schafer seconded the motion. Motion [passed 5-0; Board
Member Fernandez abstainedl

vii. July 9, 2018 - Board Member Mikkelsen directed staff to remove the motion
after Board Member Havens called for the question. Board Member Mikkelsen
made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections. Board Member
Kulwiec seconded the motion. Motion [passed 6-0]

viii. November 26, 2018 - Board Member Mikkelsen made a motion to approve
the minutes. Board Member Fernandez seconded the motion. Motion [passed
5-0; Board Member McCredie abstainedl

ix. Decembe¡ 10,2018 - Board Member Kulwiec made a motion to approve the
minutes. Board Member Fernandez seconded the motion. Motion [passed 5-
0; Board Member Blum abstainedl.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Public Comments were moved to the end of the meeting.

CONTINUED ITEMS

None.

NEW BUSINESS

6.a. Location: Unincorporated Ventura County

Action: Review, provide comments, and direct staff to fon¡rard the County of
Ventura 2017-2018 Certified Local Government (CLG) Annual Report to the
California State Office of Historic Preservation.

Disclosures:
None.

Presentation by Staff:
Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the contents of the
CLG annual report for the 2017-2018 fiscal year and recommended the following
actions:
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1. CONDUCT the public hearing, HEAR testimony, CONSIDER the oral and

written testimony and REVIEW tfre Planning staff report and all exhibits and

attachments hereto;

2. REVIEW and CONSIDER the County Planning staff report and CLG Annual

Report; and

3. Based on the preceding evidence and analysis, PROVIDE comments, and

direct staff to rönwanó tne cLG Annual Reportto the state office of Historic

Preservation.

Discussion and questions by the Board Members:
The Board Members discussed the request. All questions from the Board

Members were adequately addressed.

Presentation of Public sPeakers:
None.

Deliberation and Recommendation:

The Board asked staff to double check the attendance record as presented in the

CLG report. Board member Schafer commented that we should look at our

Historic Preservation Plan if we are going to mention it in the CLG report' Board

Member Schafer directed staff to cnãnge the wording of "all sites of merit" to "all

known and surveyed sites of merit" under goal three in the accomplishments

section of the r"pórt. Board Member Schafer asked staff to correct a typo in the

CEQA reviews section and a typo in the education section. Board Member

Mikkelsen questioned the tiile of 
'"public 

member" in section two. Staff agreed to

.¡áng" tfre t¡¡e to include both the district, or "at large member" and that

mem6e/s profession. Board members commented that their resumes were old

versions and will submit new resumes to staff to keep on file. Board Member

Kulwiec directed staff to update his listed email address in the report' Board

Member Mikkelsen reporteà for Board Member Havens wanted to add that the

simi Valley chamber of commerce raised approximately $20,000 for the.moving

on the CoÍony Prinz House and that should be added to the bricks and mortar

grants section on page 14 of the CLG report'

Board Member Schafer made a motion to direct staff to forward the CLG Annual

n"port to the state office of Historic Preservation. Board Member Mikkelsen

seconded the motion. Motion lpassed 6-0]

7. REPORTS

Board Member RePorts:

Board Member Schafer reported that he will be moderating a CEQA-panel on

historic preservation mitigaiion measures at the State Preservation Conference in

in May. He hopes to see staff at the conference'

7.a.
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Board Member Mikkelsen reported that she will not be retiring after all and will be
continuing to represent District Two on the Cultural Heritage Board.

Board Member Kulwiec reported that the Mountain View Golf Course was sold to
the Chumash tribe. There are talks of an education/cultural center for that site.
The City of Santa Paula did a Homeless count this week and opened the
homeless center. Board Member Kulwiec also reported that he attended the
Santa Paula City Council meeting and recommended that the City of Santa Paula
contact the County to possibly set up a contract for Cultural Heritage reviews,
rather than creating their own program. He asked if County Staff had heard from
the City. County Staff responded that they had not yet been contacted.

Board Member Fernandez commented that it is not too early to start thinking
about the Ventura County Fair display. He mentioned that the equipment has
been problematic in the past. The video presentation during the 2018 County Fair
was fantastic, but it should not be displayed on a laptop. Staff will follow up with
the County General Services Agency to see if specific equipment may be
requested for the 2019 Fair display.

Board Member McCredie reported that the City of Ojai passed a Historic
Preservation Ordinance. He mentioned that their 37 sites of merit still have no
protection, although he fought for it. The City also received money to complete a
Historic Resources Report for the Ojai Theater and the Ojai Library for the future
landmarking of those sites.

Chair Blum reported that the City of Oxnard is reviewing a new Form Based Code
for part of Downtown Oxnard. Blum asked if the new Form Based'Code would
need to be reviewed by the Cultural Heritage Board even if the city didn't fonryard
to the CHB. Denice Thomas, Planning Manager, responded that at a minimum
she thinks they would have to prepare an environmental impact report, but the
County can only review what the City forwards to the CHB per the City of Oxnard
contract. Board Member Blum also reported that there are apartments proposed
on the site of the Leonard Ranch. The property is in disrepair and it is essentially
demolition by neglect. What can the CHB do? Denice responded that the County
could write a formal letter to the city and would have Ashley look in to past review
and files that the County has for that site. Denice requested this to be added for
discussion on the February 1lth, 2019 CHB agenda.

7.b. CHB Program Updates from Staff:

Ashley Cook reported that she would like to hold a public outreach event every
quarter. She is open to ideas and suggestions. Board member Shafer suggested
that we could hold a public tour of a County Landmark before scheduled CHB
meetings or hold CHB meetings on site at Landmarks, if possible.

Denice Thomas reported that she would like to incorporate a report into CHB
meetings that gives an overview of the Administrative Certificates of Approvals,
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Mills Act Contracts, and other rev¡ews completed by County staff. This would keep

the CHB in the loop and updated on work County staff has completed. She also

reported tnaì County staff *¡tl ¡" contacting Board members on projects in their

District, if guidance ón projects is needed. Denice also suggested to bring projects

to the CHB under a'"request for guidance section," however, these specific

projects would not be added to thé agenda. Denice also mentioned that the

County needs to take a look at the Admin¡strative Approval Resolution this year

as there are a few items which may need to be included, such as carports and

Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU's).

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mr. Thomas Rainbolt gave a presentation about a prospective project that he and his

family hope to pursue in honor of his late daughter. He is interested in a property located

at245 East Hueneme Blvd., which is owned by the city of Port Hueneme. The property

has a Victorian residence that the CHB had reviewed in the past' He hopes to purchase

the property in order to rehabilitate it into a restaurant and a community garden' The CHB

responded that if he were to propose rehabilitation to the cHB, that the cHB would be

interested. The cHB directed staff to look into past cHB review of this property report

back to the CHB.

NEXT MEETING

The next regularly scheduled meeting is January 28th,2019, where two items will be

heard.

9. ADJOURNMENT

At2:52 p.m., the cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn

Gary Blum, Chair

ATTEST

Denice Thomas, Cultural Program Manager

8.
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. Planning Division
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1

2

CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY

CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD

public Meeting was called to order at 1:15 p.m. byCtrair Blum at the Ventura County

Government Center, Administration Building, Second Floor, Atlantic Conference Room.

ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM

Board Members Present:
Gary Blum, Miguel Fernandez, Ricki Mikkelsen, Darwin McCredie, John Kulwiec, and

Stephen Schafer.

Board Members Absent:
Patricia Havens

3

Staff Present:
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager, John Kessler, Cultural Heritage
planner and Ashley Cook, Cultural Heritage Planner of the Planning Division.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)

4.

5.

6

3.a. Vote to approve the January 28,2019 Agenda:
Board Member Mikkelsen made a motion to approve the agenda. Board member

Fernandez seconded the motion. Motion lpassed; 6-0]'

3.b. Vote to approve the January 14,2019 Minutes:
Board Member Mikkelsen made a motion to approve the minutes. Board Member

McCredie seconded the motion. Motion lpassed; 6-0]'

PUBL¡C COMMENTS

None.

CONTINUED ITEMS

None.

NEW BUSINESS (items taken out of order)

6.b. CONVENE AS CITY OF OXNARD CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD

Location: 225 South F Street, Oxnard, CA 93030
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Action: Consider a recommendation to the City of Oxnard City Council to
establish a Historical Property Contract (also known as M¡lls Act Contract)
pursuant to Ventura County Ordinance No. 4225 51364-10 and 550280
of the California Government Code for the subject property at225 South
F Street (See Exhibit 1 - Location Map) (CH19-0004).

Disclosures:
Board Member Schafer disclosed that he had researched term "false joint siding"
prior to the meeting.

Presentation by Staff:
Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint outlining the project location, project
description, background, evaluation of historical significance, photos, and
recommended the following actions:

1. CONSIDER and APPROVE findings one through four, and if approved
CONSIDER recommending adoption of the proposed Mills Act Contact to the
Oxnard City Council.

Discussion and questions by the Board Members:
The Board Members discussed the request. All questions from the Board
Members were adequately addressed. Chair Blum advised staff that they would
like to see the property before they take a vote on the Mills Act items in the future
and that staff should also vísit the property to see if there needs to be additional
items listed in the ten-year plan. Board member Fernandez asks the applicant if
she had had a structural engineer inspect the chimney. The applicant responded
that she did have someone inspect it when she purchased the home. Board
member Schafer questioned the originality of the windows on the south side. The
Board discussed postponing the item until they could visit the site. Chair Blum
asked the applicant if she would be willing to let the Board visit the home and if
that would affect any timing issues with her project? The applicant agreed that
she would be fine with opening her home for the Board.

Presentation of public speakers:

None

Deliberation and Vote:
Board Member Schafer made a motion to table the item until the next meeting for
a site vísit. Board Member Mikkelsen seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 6-
01.

6.a CONVENE AS VENTURA COUNTY CULTURAL HERITAGE
BOARD
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Location: Unincorporated Ventura County

Action: General Plan Update Presentation - Clay Downing of the Planning

Division will present a brief overview of the General Plan update2020 project

and discuss where the project is in the process. Clay will also provide

information on how the CHB can be involved'

Presentation bY Staff:
clay Downing presented a PowerPoint outlining the General Plan update and

prðii¿"6 infoimation on how the CHB can be involved. Clay Downing answered

questions from the CHB members.

7. REPORTS

t.a. Board Member RePorts:

Board Member Schafer reported that Jeff Lambert has left the City of Ventura and

will be the new development director of the city of oxnard.

Board Member Mikkelsen reported that Timber School has been slow to get going

but she will keep us updated. Board Member Mikkelsen also reported that Board

Member Havens has been out sick and has not been informed of her replacement

for the CHB yet.

Board Member McCredie: Nothing

Board Member Kulwiec reported that the project on the east end of Ventura with

Limoneria is going well and that houses will be available a year from spring. Board

Member Kulwiec-also updated the board on the Spirit of Santa Paula program

and the winter shelter has oPened'

Board Member Fernandez: Reported on the temporary warming she.lter in

oxnard, and the city is looking for a location to put a permanent shelter. He also

reported that Muselm of Ven]tura County is holding_an architecture exhibit and

thät may be a potential outreach opportunity for the Cultural Heritage Board.

Chair Blum asked staff about the letter to the City of Oxnard about the proposed

form-based codes and the letter for the Leonard Ranch property on Victoria

Avenue that is being demolished by neglect. staff responded that they hadn't

gotten it to Yet.

7.b. CHB Program Updates from Staff:
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Ashley Cook reported that she is in the middle of completing the annual mills act
inspections with John and that the CLG annual report was turned into SHPO the
previous week.

Manager Denice Thomas reported that she would like to have everyone's updated
vehicle information for their parking passes. She also reported that the planning
division is in the process of a large remodel and we are cleaning up our files. lf
anyone would like a hard copy of any old surveys they should let Ashley know
because othenryise the extra copies are being thrown out. Denice also reported
that she is the Board for the APA conference which will be held in Santa Barbara
in September. The call for proposals is out, and she would like to see a
preservation session so if anyone has any ideas or suggestions the please let her
know.

8. NEXT MEETING

Ashley Cook announced the next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on February
11,2019

9. ADJOURNMENT

At2:40 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn

Gary Blum, Chair
Cultural Heritage Program

TTEST

nice Thomas, Manager
Cultural Heritage Program
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1. CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY 

CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD 

On Monday, February 11, 2019 at 1:15 p.m., the Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board (CHB) 

convened for a tour of 225 South F Street, Oxnard, CA.  The CHB then convened for a Public Meeting 

at 1:45pm at 225 South F Street, Oxnard, CA 

 

2.   ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 Board Members Present:  
 Gary Blum, Miguel Fernandez, Darwin McCredie, and John Kulwiec. 
 

Board Members Absent:  
Ricki Mikkelsen, Patricia Havens, and Stephen Schafer. 
 
Staff Present:  
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager and Ashley Cook Cultural Heritage 
Planner.  

 

3.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)  

3.a.  Vote to approve the February 11, 2019 Agenda:  
 CHB Member Kulwiec made a motion to approve the agenda. CHB Member 

Fernandez seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 4-0]. 
 
3.b. Vote to approve the January 28, 2019 Minutes:  
 CHB Member Kulwiec made a motion to approve the minutes. CHB Member 

Fernandez seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 4-0]. 
 

4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS  

None. 

5. CONTINUED ITEMS 

CHB CONVENED AS CITY OF OXNARD CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD (OCHB) 

 Location: 225 South F Street, Oxnard, CA 93030 

 Action: Consider a recommendation to the City of Oxnard City Council to 

establish a Historical Property Contract (also known as Mills Act Contract) 

pursuant to Ventura County Ordinance No. 4225 (CHO) §1364-10 and 

Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board Minutes 

February 11, 2019 at 1:15 p.m.– Item 3b  
County of Ventura • Resource Management Agency • Planning Division 

800 S. Victoria Avenue, Ventura, CA 93009-1740 • (805) 654-5042 • vcrma.org/divisions/planning  
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§50280 of the California Government Code for the subject property at 225 

South F Street (See Exhibit 1 – Location Map) (CH19-0004).   

 Disclosures:  
 Chair Blum disclosed that he lives a couples blocks away from the property 
  
 No Presentation by Staff as item was presented at the previous OCHB 

meeting. The following actions were recommended 

  
1. CONSIDER and APPROVE findings one through four, and if approved 

CONSIDER recommending adoption of the proposed Mills Act Contact to the 
Oxnard City Council. 
 

Discussion and questions by the OCHB Members:  
The OCHB Members discussed the request.  All questions from the Board 
Members were adequately addressed.  
 
During the tour OCHB members asked the applicant about the condition of the 
foundation. The applicant assured the Board that the foundation was inspected, 
and it does not need repair. She reiterated that if the foundation needed repair 
she would have included it in the ten-year plan. Chair Blum mentioned that paint 
on the front porch could be an item to look at the future. The applicant also clarified 
the proposed repairs to the attic screening. 
  
OCHB Member McCredie made a motion to APPROVE findings one through four, 
and CONSIDER recommending adoption of the proposed Mills Act Contact to the 
Oxnard City Council. OCHB Member Kulwiec seconded the motion. Motion 
[passed; 4-0]. 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

CHB CONVENED AS THE VENTURA COUNTY CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD (CHB) 

6.a.  

Location: Unincorporated Ventura County and Cities with Contracts for 

Services 

Action: Receive presentation, provide input, move to forward the Cultural 

Heritage Ordinance Issue Areas to the cities with whom we provide contracted 

services for their feedback, and authorize CHB staff to schedule a work session 

with representatives from the contracted cities and the full Cultural Heritage 

Board.   

  
 Presentation by Staff:  
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 Denice Thomas gave an oral presentation explaining four key issue areas of the 

Cultural Heritage Ordinance that were discussed by the subcommittee meeting in 
January and recommended the following actions: 

 
  
1. RECEIVE a presentation and MOVE to forward the Cultural Heritage 

Ordinance (CHO) Issue Areas to the cities with whom we provide contracted services 

for their feedback,  and AUTHORIZE Cultural Heritage Board (CHB) staff to schedule 

a work session with representatives from the contracted cities and the full CHB.  

 
Discussion and questions by the CHB Members:  
The CHB Members discussed the request.  All questions from the CHB Members 
were adequately addressed. Board Member Kulwiec directed staff to include the 
City of Santa Paula in the upcoming outreach. CHB Member McCredie asked that 
other Cities how don’t currently contract with the Ventura County CHB also be 
included. CHB Members discussed the idea of the Cultural Heritage Site Permit 
and whether or not it may be heavy handed. Denice Thomas explained that 
currently the COA process is not enforceable and that applicants can wait 180 
days to do what they want. CHB Member Fernandez who participated in the 
subcommittee stated that the staff report summarized the issue areas discussed 
at the subcommittee meeting well.   

 CHB Member Kulwiec made a motion to MOVE to forward the (CHO) Issue Areas 
to the cities with whom we provide contracted services for their feedback and 
AUTHORIZE (CHB) staff to schedule a work session with representatives from the 
contracted cities and the full CHB.  CHB Member McCredie seconded the motion. 

Motion [passed; 4-0]. 
  
  

7.  REPORTS 
 
  7.a.  CHB Member Reports:  
     
    CHB Member Fernandez: None  
     

CHB Member Kulwiec reiterated that the City of Santa Paula is looking at creating 
their own Cultural Heritage Board and he thinks it is a mistake and directed Staff 
to contact them with a letter and maybe offer an example of how the contract and 
billing works out.  
 
CHB Member McCredie reported that he is on the City of Ojai Cultural Heritage 
Board and they are looking at reducing the amount of Board Members from seven 
to five.  
 
CHB Chair Blum: None 
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 7.b.  CHB Program Updates from Staff:  
    

Manager Denice Thomas reported that CHB staff has been in contact with the 
City of Oxnard regarding unpermitted demolition at the Leonard Ranch. Staff has 
noticed that the original porch and porch cover has been removed and is hoping 
to work with the City of Oxnard to place a stop work order on the building. She 
also reported that there is Grant Available to CLG’s that can be used for revisions 
to CHO, and it is Staff’s goal to apply for the grant in the next couple of months. 
Denice also reported that the meeting of twice a month may change to one 
meeting a month.  
 
Ashley Cook reported that she has been in contact with the Planner that is 
coordinating the Downtown code for the City of Oxnard. The Downtown Code will 
not have a Programmatic EIR done, as they are just doing an amendment to the 
General Plan. The Downtown Code will not be reviewed by the OCHB as the City 
of Oxnard is not forwarding it. The public comment period has ended however the 
City is willing to hear the OCHB concerns before it goes before the planning 
commission. Ashley Cook asked that Board Members send any specific 
comments to her to be included and she will draft a letter to the City of Oxnard. 
 
 

8.  NEXT MEETING  
   

  The next regularly scheduled meeting is February 25, 2019. 
 
9.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

 At 2:31 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn.  

 
        ____________________________ 
        Gary Blum, Chair  
 ATTEST: 

 
_________________________ 
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
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1.  CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY 

CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD 

Public Meeting was called to order at 1:15 p.m. by CHB Chair Blum at the Ventura County 
Government Center, Administration Building, Second Floor, Atlantic Conference Room  

 

2.   ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 CHB Members Present:  
 Gary Blum, Miguel Fernandez, Ricki Mikkelsen, Darwin McCredie, John Kulwiec, and 

Stephen Schafer. 
 

CHB Members Absent:  
Pat Havens  
 
Staff Present:  
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager and Ashley Cook, Cultural Heritage 
Planner  
 

3.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)  

3.a.  Vote to approve the February 25, 2019 Agenda:  
 CHB Member Mikkelsen made a motion to approve the agenda. CHB Member 

Fernandez seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 6-0]. 
 
3.b. Vote to approve the February 11, 2019 Minutes:  
 CHB Member McCredie made a motion to approve the minutes. CHB Member 

Kulwiec seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 6-0]. 
 

4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS  

None. 

5. CONTINUED ITEMS 

None. 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

CONVENE AS THE OXNARD CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD 

6.a. Location: 421 South G Street, City of Oxnard  
 
  

Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board Minutes 
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 Action: Request approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to partially 
demolish, construct an addition, remodel, construct a new patio cover, and 
construct a new raised front porch on a residence in the Henry T. Oxnard Historic 
District. The property is designated as Landmark 161 (Henry T. Oxnard Historic 
District). The project is brought before the OCHB for approval of the COA (Case 
No. CH18-0033).  

 
 Disclosures:  
 None  
  
 Chair Blum excused himself at this time as he lives within 300 ft of the residence 

and cannot hear the item.  
  
 Presentation by Staff:  

Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint outlining the project location, project 
description, background, evaluation of historical significance, photos, and 
recommended the following actions: 
 
1. CONDUCT the public hearing, RECEIVE oral and written testimony, 

and CONSIDER the OCHB staff report and all exhibits and attachments 
on this project; and 

  
2. FIND that the proposed project for demolition, remodel, addition, new 

covered patio, and raised front patio at Landmark No. 161 does meet 
the requirements of the City of Oxnard Cultural Heritage Ordinance and 
the Secretary of Interior’s Standards based on the substantial evidence 
presented in the staff report and the entire record 

 
3. Based on the preceding evidence and analysis, APPROVE the 

Certificate of Appropriateness for demolition, remodel, addition, new 
covered patio, and raised front patio.  

 
Discussion and questions by the CHB Members:  
The OCHB Members discussed the request.  All questions from the OCHB 
Members were adequately addressed.  

 
Presentation of public speakers:  
None 

 
Deliberation and Vote: 
 
OCHB Member Schafer asked about egress and the size of the double hung 
windows in bedroom one. He had concerns that the if the size of the window in 
bedroom 1 had to increase for egress, it would detract from the character of the 
house. OCHB Member Schafer also had concerns about the loss of the small 
closet windows. OCHB member Fernandez suggested that maybe the architect 
put a decorative plaster relief of the same size in the location of the removed 
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windows. The concern was that a plaster patch would always be seen. The OCHB 
also had concerns regarding the bulk of the balustrade for the front porch. The 
OCHB recommended that the applicant reduce the number of balusters. OCHB 
Member Mikkelsen agreed that the applicant listened the feedback from the 
previous submittal and resubmitted with what the OCHB had asked for.  
 
OCHB Member Fernandez made a motion to approve Certificate of 
Appropriateness, with the following conditions:  
 

A. The quantity of balusters be reduced  
B. If the size of window in bedroom has to increase for egress, then it shall 

not be raised in height 
 

OCHB Member Kulwiec seconded the motion.  Motion [passed; 5-0]. 
 
Chair Blum re-entered the room at this time for the next item 
 

RE-CONVENE AS COUNTY OF VENTURA CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD 

    
6.b.  Location: 4613 Wheeler Canyon Rd, unincorporated Ventura County  

  Action: Request approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to allow two 

vinyl windows (replaced previously without permit), allow new siding on the west 

elevation on a home built in 1904 (Site of Merit) and to allow the partial demolition 

of non-permitted interior walls of an existing barn also built in 1904. This request 

is due to code compliance violations for work done without a permit. The project 

is brought before the CHB for approval of the COA (Case No. Ch18-0030). 

 Disclosures:  
 None  
  
 Presentation by Staff:  
 Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint outlining the project location, project 

description, background, evaluation of historical significance, photos, and 
recommended the following actions: 

 
1. CONDUCT the public hearing, RECEIVE oral and written testimony and 

CONSIDER the Planning staff report and all exhibits and attachments on 
this project, hereto; 

 
2. FIND that the proposed project for replaced windows, replaced siding and 

interior partial demolition does meet the requirements of the County of 
Ventura Cultural Heritage Ordinance and the Secretary of Interior’s 
Standards based on the substantial evidence presented in the staff report 
and the entire record, subject to the following:  

 

Exhibit 1 - CLG Annual Report for 2018-2019



CHB Minutes 
February 25, 2019 

Page 4 of 6 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

a. The un-permitted vinyl windows be replaced with wood windows 
 

3. Based on the preceding evidence and analysis, APPROVE the 
Certificate of Appropriateness subject to the conditions contained in 3a 
immediately preceding. 

 

Discussion and questions by the CHB Members:  
The CHB Members discussed the request.  All questions from the CHB Members 
were adequately addressed.  

 
Presentation of public speakers:  
Applicant, Jamie Uribe spoke to the CHB expressing his frustration with having 
the violations and the process he has had to go through. He spoke to the fact that 
he was not financially able to hire and architect or an engineer at this time. He 
also expressed that he has future plans and good intentions to rehabilitate the 
home in the future, but for now he is just trying to abate his violations.  

 
Deliberation and Vote:  
 
The CHB discussed the issues regarding the unpermitted vinyl windows and 
siding. The was some consensus that area may have been a sleeping porch at 
some point in time. CHB member Schafer discussed that screens and 
rehabilitation of the screened porch may be the most appropriate way to 
rehabilitate this part of the house. The CHB Members discussed whether screens 
or wood windows would be appropriate and discussed the best way for the 
applicant to move forward in order to deal with his violations while still preserving 
the historic home.  
 
CHB Member Schafer made a motion to approve the Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the applicant to legalize the existing unpermitted windows 
and siding with the condition that the applicant return to the CHB with any 
proposed work requiring a permit in that area of the house. CHB member CHB 
Member Mikkelsen seconded the motion.  Motion [passed; 6-0]. 

 
CHB Member Schafer made a motion to approve the Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the demolition of the non-permitted interior walls of the 
existing barn. CHB Member Fernandez seconded the motion.  Motion [passed; 6-
0]. 

   
 6.c.  Location: 10820 Reeves Road, Unincorporated Area of Ojai 

Action Request for a Certificate of Review (Cultural Heritage Ordinance (CHO) 

Code § 1364-12) to rebuild the girl’s dormitory, science and technology building, 

commons/library, and headmaster house after the Thomas Fire at the Ojai Valley 

School, an undesignated property. Case No. CH19-0008  

Disclosures:  
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 None  
 
 CHB Member John Kulwiec disclosed that he had worked on the Ojai Valley 

School in the past and he excused himself from the meeting at this time.  
  
 Presentation by Staff:  
 Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint outlining the project location, project 

description, background, evaluation of historical significance, photos, and 
recommended the following actions: 

 
1. CONDUCT the public hearing, RECEIVE oral and written testimony and 

CONSIDER the Planning staff report and all exhibits and attachments 
on this project, hereto; 

 
2. REVIEW and COMMENT on the proposed project in accordance with 

§ 1364-12 based on the preceding evidence and analysis.  
 

Discussion and questions by the CHB Members:  
The CHB Members discussed the request.  All questions from the CHB Members 
were adequately addressed.  

 
Presentation of public speakers:  
Mr. John Berley of Fedrick Fisher and Partners presented the project to the CHB 
as well.  

 
Deliberation and Recommendation:  
The CHB Members agreed that the proposed project had no impact to the historic 
district and had no further comments for the project. They thanked the applicant 
and wished them luck for the rebuilding of the campus buildings. 
 

 
7.  REPORTS 
 
  7.a.  CHB Member Reports:   
     

CHB Member McCredie reported that the Ojai Historic Preservation Commission 
is working towards a historic district project for downtown Ojai in the next few 
years.  
 
CHB Member Schafer reported that has been preparing for the CPF conference 
working on moderating a couple programs.  
 
CHB Member Fernandez reported that discussion on relationships of the new 
downtown development code and inclusion of historic review is still ongoing but 
nothing has changed.   
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Chair Blum also reported that there has been nothing done as far as historic 
review for the Oxnard downtown guidelines. 
 
CHB Member Mikkelsen Reported that Pat Havens is doing well after her surgery, 
but she wanted to make sure she met with prospective new CHB Member, Mr. 
Englander. CHB Member Mikkelsen also reported that she volunteers with “under 
one roof” in the Conejo Valley and that they recently had a big fundraiser and 
raised $82,000 with the live auction.  

     
 
 7.b.  CHB Program Updates from Staff:  
    

Ashley Cook reported the she has parking permits for the Board and extra survey 
copies for CHB Members. She also reported on the CLG grant that she will be 
working on submitting for May 1st. The grant can be used to revise the CHO. She 
reported that the next CHB meeting will be the outreach meeting to the Contract 
Cities for the CHO revisions and issue areas.  
 
Denice Thomas reported that we are working on the CLG grant and there is a 
possibility of going back to one meeting a CHB month if staff find that we can 
streamline the process and staff reports. Denice also reported that we will look at 
our style guides to streamline our presentations and staff reports.  

   
 
8.  NEXT MEETING  
 
  The next regularly scheduled meeting is March 11, 2019 where two items. 
 
9.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

 At 3:40 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn.  

 
        ____________________________ 
        Gary Blum, Chair  
 ATTEST: 

 
_________________________ 
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
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1.  CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY 

CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD 

Public Meeting was called to order at 1:15 p.m. by Chair Blum at the Ventura County 
Government Center, Administration Building, Second Floor, Atlantic Conference Room.  

 

2.   ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 CHB Members Present:  
 Gary Blum, Miguel Fernandez, Darwin McCredie, Phil Englander and John Kulwiec  
 

CHB Members Absent:  
Ricki Mikkelsen, Stephen Schafer 
 
Staff Present:  
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager, Ashley Cook, Cultural Heritage 
Planner of the Planning Division.  

 

3.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)  

3.a.  Vote to approve the March 11, 2019 Agenda:  
 CHB Member Fernandez made a motion to approve the agenda. CHB Member 

McCredie seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 5-0]. 
 
3.b. Vote to approve the February 25. 2019 Minutes:  
 CHB Member Fernandez made a motion to approve the minutes. CHB Member 

McCredie seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 5-0]. 
 

4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS  

None. 

5. CONTINUED ITEMS 

None. 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

6.a. Location:  
 County-wide 
  
 Action:  

RECEIVE a presentation of the key issue areas with the existing CHO and 

RECEIVE feedback and input from those in attendance.  

Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board Minutes 
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 Disclosures:  
 None 
  
 Presentation by Staff:  
 Denice Thomas gave an oral presentation describing the key issues area that the 

subcommittee identified in revising the Cultural Heritage Ordinance (CHO). The 
issue areas are as follows:  
 

• 180-Day Delay 
 

• Cultural Heritage Site (CHS) Stand-Alone Permit 
 

• Discretionary Demolition Permit for CHS 
 

• Downgrading/Delisting 
 
Discussion and questions by the Cultural Heritage Board (CHB) Members 
and Contract Cities: 

 Cities in Attendance:  
 

 Juan Martinez - City of Oxnard 
 Monica Dionne – City of Simi Valley  
 James Mason – City of Santa Paula  
 

Deliberation and Discussion: 
 
Juan Martinez asked for clarification on the proposed CHSpermit and how the 

City would be able to enforce it. Denice Thomas explained that the CHB would 

set the conditions of the CHS permit and that the City of Oxnard would have to 

use their own enforcement division to enforce just as they do with a regular 

building permit. Juan Martinez commented that the City of Oxnard may not be 

interested in implementing the CHS permit. Denice Thomas explained that the 

City does not have to adopt the new ordinance that they can keep the existing 

ordinance as is and that would be an option for them.  

 

Monica Dionne had feedback regarding the 180-day provision. Since the city of 

Simi Valley currently has their own Cultural Heritage Ordinance and it was based 

on the CHO. Their lawyer just got rid of the 180-day waiting period completely so 

their COA is binding and cannot be waited out. She also explained that this level 

of enforcement may have backfired on them somewhat as many residents of the 

proposed School Street District did not want to have their properties landmarked. 

There was a general fear the landmark status would put strict regulations on what 

they can and cannot do to their homes and every time they wanted to do 
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something they would have to go before the CHB. This ultimately ended up with 

the School Street District not going through. Even with the Mills Act as an 

incentive, most owners did not see preservation as having a positive benefit for 

their property.  

 

James Mason also agreed that whenever historic preservation is mentioned that 

it tends to scare a lot of property owners as it is seen as one more hoop to jump 

through. However, in Santa Paula he does see a new interest from property 

owners for preservation.  

 

Denice Thomas mentioned that staff is considering  doing outreach to  real-estate 

agents and property owners.  

 

CHB Chair Blum suggested that we look at the City of Orange who did a series of 

videos explaining preservation instead of holding outreach meeting for Real-

estate professionals.  

 

CHB Chair Blum agreed that we may need to somehow incorporate more “carrots” 

or positive ways to encourage preservation. 

 

7.  REPORTS 
 
  7.a.  Board Member Reports:  
 

CHB Member Kulwiec: Happy to see that James Mason from the City of Santa 
Paula was in attendance at the meeting. 

 
    CHB Member McCredie: Nothing. 
 

CHB Member Fernandez: Asked about John Kessler and if he would still be willing 
to work on the Exhibit for the Fair. Ashley Cook responded that she would check 
with John Kessler.  

 
CHB Chair Blum: Asked about the possibility to get a survey done for the South 
of Fifth area in Oxnard. Denice responded that we would likely only be able to 
apply for CLG grants for surveys in the unincorporated area as it would be difficult 
to get the cost for staff time approved to write grants for the other cities.  

 
CHB Member Englander: Introduced himself at the beginning of the meeting and 
said he expressed that he looks forward to working with us and being on the CHB. 
He asked staff if he could get a list of all the designated sites and properties in his 
district, Staff responded that they don’t have one at the moment but would work 
on getting a list.      
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 7.b.  CHB Program Updates from Staff:  
  

Denice Thomas: Reported that she is eager to go the preservation conference in 
May. She mentioned that preservation for the 50’s and 60’s building that are now 
meeting the 50-year threshold are difficult to preserve and the conference has 
multiple workshops/presentations that will be addressing mid-century modern 
homes.  

  
Ashley Cook: Reported that the letter addressing form-based code for Downtown 
Oxnard was submitted to the City of Oxnard and that they did give a response 
saying they will address our concerns as they have a few things to address with 
the new code.    

   
 

8.  NEXT MEETING  
   
   The next regularly scheduled meeting is March 25, 2019. 
 

9.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

 At 2:27 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn.  

 
        ____________________________ 
        Gary Blum, Chair  
 ATTEST: 

 
_________________________ 
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
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1.  CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY 

CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD 

Public Meeting was called to order at 1:15 p.m. by Chair Blum at the Ventura County 
Government Center, Administration Building, Second Floor, Atlantic Conference Room.  

 

2.   ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 CHB Members Present:  
Gary Blum, Miguel Fernandez, Darwin McCredie, Phil Englander, Ricki Mikkelsen, and 
Stephen Schafer 

 
CHB Members Absent:  
John Kulwiec 
 
Staff Present:  
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager, Ashley Cook, Cultural Heritage 
Planner of the Planning Division.  

 

3.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)  

3.a.  Vote to approve the March 25, 2019 Agenda:  
 CHB Member Mikkelsen made a motion to approve the agenda. CHB Member 

Fernandez seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 5-0]. 
 
3.b. Vote to approve the March 11, 2019 Minutes:  
 CHB Member McCredie made a motion to approve the minutes. CHB Member 

Englander seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 5-0]. 
 
CHB Member Schafer arrived at this time 
 

4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS  

None. 

5. CONTINUED ITEMS 

None. 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
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6.a.  Location: Matilija Hot Springs 

Action: Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for demolition and 

remove debris due to Thomas Fire damage at the Matilija Hot Springs (Landmark 

#25).  (Case No. CH19-0010) 

 Disclosures:  
 None 
  
 Presentation by Staff:  
  

Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint outlining the project location, project 
description, background, evaluation of historical significance, photos, and 
recommended the following actions: 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTIONS:  
 
1. CONDUCT the public hearing, RECEIVE oral and written testimony, and 
CONSIDER the CHB staff report and all exhibits and attachments on this project; 
and 
  
2. FIND that the proposed project for demolition does not meet the 
requirements of the Cultural Heritage Ordinance and the Secretary of Interior’s 
Standards based on the substantial evidence presented in the staff report and the 
entire record 
 
3. Based on the preceding evidence and analysis, DENY the Certificate of 
Appropriateness for demolition and debris removal at the Matija Hot Springs 
Landmark #25 

 
Discussion and questions by the CHB Members:  
The CHB Members discussed the request.  All questions from the CHB Members 
were adequately addressed.  

 
Presentation of public speakers:  
Glenn Shepard of Public Works addressed the CHB with his request and the need 
to move forward with the debris removal in a timely manner and that the post 
office building is not practical to keep. Glenn asked that the CHB considered that 
it would be too costly and impractical for Public Works to have to preserve and 
maintain the post office building.  

 
Deliberation and Vote: 
 
The CHB Members discussed the issues surrounding the preservation of the post 
office building. The CHB discussed the difficultly of removing the fire debris at the 
site while also preserving the post office. The CHB Members asked for 
clarification on the date of construction of the pool. Staff responded that the 
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original pool no longer existed and the pool that is proposed for demolition was 
built in 1972. The CHB members asked questions regarding the methods and how 
keeping the post office building would affect the overall scope of the clean up on 
site. The majority of the CHB members discussed the post office building was 
significant and believed it should remain. The CHB members raised the question 
on whether the other foundations and partial stone walls should also remain on 
the site and not be allowed to be removed as part of clean up of the site. CHB 
member Englander asked for clarification on what the insurance company was 
paying for in the scope of the project. CHB member McCredie asked the 
contractor how the debris removal around the post office would be done if they 
had to keep the building as ruin. The contractors replied that it would be very 
difficult to do the clean up around the post office building, however, the CHB 
agreed that the post office should remain regardless of the challenge.  
 
CHB member Schafer asked for clarification on the status of the trees listed in the 
tree report and how those trees would be affected by the project. The contractor, 
Jeffery Jackson stated that some of the trees were slated for removal, but this 
may need to be re-evaluated due to the recent rains and that some of the trees 
look much healthier than when the scope of work was prepared. The CHB asked 
Public Works for clarification on the Fire deadline and what the future plans for 
the site are. Glenn Shepard replied that the future of the site would be to 
incorporate some type of public access for the site down the road. The Matilija 
Dam removal project will ultimately happen at some point in the future and public 
access would be incorporate. CHB member Schafer had concerns about grading 
on the site and believes that the site now qualifies as an archeological site.  
 
CHB member Fernandez mentioned that some of the foundation walls may be 
significant and may also need to be preserved as part of the archeological site. 
CHB member Blum asked the CHB if perhaps the applicant should return with an 
updated Historic Resources Report (HRR) evaluating the foundations that remain 
and the trees that are in question to be removed. The CHB discussed this and 
ultimately a motion was formed.  
 
CHB member Schafer made a motion that the demolition is not appropriate, and 
to deny the Certificate of Appropriateness (COA), with the condition that the 
applicant return with an HRR update memo addressing the overall integrity, the 
remaining foundations, and the trees at a subsequent meeting. CHB Member 
Mikkelsen seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 5-0] (CHB Member McCredie 
voted against).  

 

7.  REPORTS 
 
  7.a.  Board Member Reports:  
 

CHB Member Mikkelsen: None 
 

    CHB Member McCredie: None 
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CHB Member Englander: None 
 
Board Member Schafer: Reported on an Architectural show in the City of Santa 
Paula. He also reported that the Museum of Ventura is also holding the 
Architectural exhibit. He reported that the Piru Church has sold and introduced 
the CHB to the new prospective owners.  

 
CHB Chair Blum: Reported on the recent passing on Don Shorts and that a 
memorial would be held in Ventura. Chair Blum also reported on an upcoming 
book signing event with Jeff Maulhardt. He also reported that Jeff has been 
commissioned to write a book on the history of Heritage Square.  
 
Chair Blum and CHB member Fernandez reported on the Maulhardt Ranch in the 
Oxnard area and that the future plans are still up in the air as to what will be 
preserved as part of the property being proposed to be sold to the adjacent school. 
The property has what may be considered the most unique barn in Ventura 
County. It is still unclear which parts will remain as preservation and which part of 
the property will be sold to the school.   

   
 7.b.  CHB Program Updates from Staff:  
  

Denice Thomas reported that she would be taking vacation time and that there 
would only be one meeting in April on the 22nd.   

  
Ashley Cook: None 

 

8.  NEXT MEETING  
   
   The next regularly scheduled meeting is April 22, 2019. 
 

9.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

 At 3:15 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn.  

 
        ____________________________ 
        Gary Blum, Chair  
 ATTEST: 

 
_________________________ 
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
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1.  CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY 

CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD 

Public Meeting was called to order at 1:15 p.m. by CHB Chair Blum at the Ventura County 
Government Center, Administration Building, Second Floor, Atlantic Conference Room. 

 

2.   ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 CHB Members Present:  
 Gary Blum, Ricki Mikkelsen, John Kulwiec, and Stephen Schafer. 
 

CHB Members Absent:  
Darwin McCredie, Miguel Fernandez, and Phil Englander  
 
Staff Present:  
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager and Ashley Cook, Cultural Heritage 
Planner 

 

3.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)  

3.a.  Vote to approve the April 22, 2019 Agenda:  
 CHB Member Mikkelsen made a motion to approve the agenda. CHB Kulwiec 

seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 4-0]. 
 
3.b. Vote to approve the March 25, 2019 Minutes:  
 CHB Member Mikkelsen made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections. 

CHB Schafer seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 4-0]. 
 

4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS  

None. 

5. CONTINUED ITEMS 

None. 

6.        NEW BUSINESS 

6.a.  Location: 385 Fairview Road, Ojai CA 93023 

 Action: A request to review the potential impacts of a development 

project on an undesignated site and provide a California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) recommendation to the Planning Division, pursuant 
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to the County of Ventura Initial Study and Assessment Guidelines 

(ISAGs) for review of Historic Cultural Resources and in accordance with 

Section 15063 and Section 15064.5 of the CEQA Guidelines. On April 19, 

2018, the applicant submitted a Major Modification to Conditional Use 

Permit (CUP) No. 3048 (Case No. PL18-0052) to the Planning Division to 

construct a new 10,609-Square-Foot (sf) multi-purpose building with 

residences and meeting spaces (Machon Building), in addition to six 432-

sf cabins.  

 The Cultural Heritage Board (CHB) review and recommendation will 

specify whether the proposed project triggers foreseeable adverse 

impacts that would materially impair the significance of the potential 

historic resources on site. 

  Disclosures:  

  None. 
 
 Presentation by Staff:  
 Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint outlining the project location, project 

description, background, evaluation of historical significance, photos, and 
recommended the following actions: 

 
 
1. CONDUCT public hearing, HEAR testimony, CONSIDER the oral and 

written testimony and REVIEW the Planning staff report and all exhibits 
and attachments hereto; 

  
2. REVIEW and COMMENT on the proposed project in accordance with 

Ventura County Initial Study Assessment Guidelines Section 8b, Items A, 
D and E;  and, 

 
3. PROVIDE a recommendation to the Lead Agency (Planning Division) on 

whether the proposed project would impact the significance of potential 
historical resources on the site. 

 
 

Discussion and questions by the CHB Members:  
The CHB Members discussed the request.  All questions from the CHB Members 
were adequately addressed.  
 
Presentation of public speakers:  
No presentation from applicant. Randy Michaels spoke in support of the project 
and clarified that Camp Ramah wasn’t one of the only Jewish camps in 
Southern California, but there are several.  
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Deliberation and Recommendation]:  
 
CHB Member Schafer made a motion to that the CHB find that the proposed 
project does not have any impacts to historic resources. CHB Member Mikkelsen 
seconded the motion.  Motion [passed; 4-0]. 

   
 
7.  REPORTS 
 
  7.a.  Board Member Reports:  
     
 

 CHB Member Mikkelsen reported that she had spoke to Pat and that she is 
recovering from her surgery. She also reported that Supervisor Huber reached 
out to her for a special recognition for her time served on the CHB, but she didn’t 
want to be recognized since they did a really nice thing for her a few years back. 
CHB Member Mikkelsen also reported that the memorial service for Don Shorts 
will be held on June 9th at Olivas Adobe at 9am.  

   
 CHB Member Schafer reported that there was a motion made at a City Council 

Meeting for the City of Ventura to look into abolishing the Historic Review 
Commission and the Design Review Committee and the motion passed 6-1. The 
city will be looking at this option in the future in hopes that this would streamline 
and speed up the permitting process. The historic review and design would be 
handled by Staff.  

  
   Chair Blum reported that there is some restructuring in the City of Oxnard with 

their downtown review committee. The Museum of Ventura County is also doing 
some restructuring.  

 
   CHB Member Kulwiec asked Staff to look into clarification if the County has 

regulations that presentations must be done by a licensed professional.  
 
 7.b.  CHB Program Updates from Staff:  
    

Denice Thomas reported that on March 25th the CHB denied the COA at Matilija 
Hot Springs and that the applicant has appealed that denial. The item will be going 
to the Board of Supervisors (BOS) on June 4th at 2:30 pm. It is a time certain item 
so that members from the public can attend and comment, it is also a de-novo 
hearing meaning that it is brand new hearing not a continuation. Denice also 
reported that the Cultural Heritage Ordinance will be going to the BOS on June 
11th at 11:00 am. Denice also mentioned that May is preservation month and that 
the display would be going downstairs in the lobby this year.  
 
Ashley Cook reported that the Grant staff has been working on has a monetary 
match that the program must meet with “in kind” volunteer hours. Anyone who 
wishes to contribute time to meet the match to please let her know.  
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8.  NEXT MEETING  
 
  The next regularly scheduled meeting is May 13, 2019.  
 
9.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

 At 2:17 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn.  

 
        ____________________________ 
        Gary Blum, Chair  
 ATTEST: 

 
_________________________ 
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
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1.  CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY CULTURAL 

HERITAGE BOARD 

Public Meeting was called to order at 1:15 p.m. by CHB Chair Blum at the Ventura County 
Government Center, Administration Building, Second Floor, Atlantic Conference Room.  

 
2.   ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 CHB Members Present:  
 Gary Blum, Miguel Fernandez, Ricki Mikkelsen, Darwin McCredie, Patricia Havens, John 

Kulwiec, and Stephen Schafer. 
 

CHB Members Absent:  
None  
 
Staff Present:  
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager, Ashley Cook, Cultural Heritage 
Planner  

 

3.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)  

3.a.  Vote to approve the May 13, 2019 Agenda:  
 CHB Member Mikkelsen made a motion to approve the agenda. CHB Member 

Kulwiec seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 7-0]. 
 
3.b. Vote to approve the April 22, 2019 Minutes:  
 CHB Member Mikkelsen made a motion to approve the minutes. CHB Member 

Schafer seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 6-0]. Miguel abstained  
 

4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS  

None. 

5. CONTINUED ITEMS 

None. 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

6.a.  Location: 1563 Gridley Road, Ojai CA 93023 
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Action: A request to review, discuss and provided feedback on a 

preliminary submittal of to add approximately 3,050 square feet 

(S.F.) to the main house and a 2,815-square-foot (sf) garage with 

500 sf garage connector to the property located at 1563 Gridley 

Road, unincorporated Ojai.  (Case No. CH19-0012)  

 Disclosures:  
 None 
  
 Presentation by Staff:   
 Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint outlining the project location, project 

description, background, evaluation of historical significance, photos, and 
recommended the following actions:   

 
1. CONDUCT the public hearing, RECEIVE oral and written testimony and 

CONSIDER the CHB staff report and all exhibits and attachments on this 
project, hereto; 

 
2. REVIEW and COMMENT on the proposed project in accordance with CHO 

§ 1364-12 based on the preceding evidence and analysis.  
 

Presentation of public speakers:  
Bob White, principal of ForestStudio presented the proposed project along with 
an alternative project that separated the addition from the historic home. The CHB 
advised Bob that although he could speak about the alternative design the CHB 
could not discuss the alternative as it was not formally agendized.  
 
Applicant, Cher Beall also spoke to the project and her intentions to change the 
design to separate the new structure from the existing historic home. Cher 
reiterated that she would like to buy the property, but the current house does not 
fit her lifestyle so building and addition is necessary if she is to purchase the home. 
The CHB again advised the applicant that only the project that was agendized 
could be discussed. Cher discussed the idea of submitting for a deviation to allow 
her a second home on the property. Denice Thomas clarified that the deviation 
was not in the purview of the CHB and that today the applicants could only receive 
comments based on Cultural Heritage matters. The applicants requested 
feedback from the CHB based on the proposed project that was agendized.  

   
Deliberation and Recommendation:  
 
CHB members discussed that the existing historic home was in perfect condition 
and should be preserved as such. The general consensus was that an addition to 
the main house would greatly impact the resource. CHB Member Fernandez 
spoke to the importance of keeping the main house the way it is and any future 
additions should be completely separated from the historic home. The CHB 
agreed that keeping the spatial relationships of the existing property is important 
and that they would not support the addition in the current configuration (attached 
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to the house). CHB Member Schafer suggested that the applicant hire a historic 
Architect and that a Historic Resources Report (HRR) should be completed before 
the next round of design ideas are created. CHB Schafer mentioned that the 
existing avocado orchards are likely to be included as part of the historic aspects 
of the property. He also stated that the house should be landmarked. The CHB 
members discussed tabling the item until the applicant could have an HRR done 
on the property and improve the design.  

 
CHB Member Mikkelsen made a motion to table the item for a subsequent 
meeting, CHB Member Englander seconded the motion.  Motion [passed; 6-0]. 
CHB Member Fernandez abstained. 

     
6.b.  Location: 30 Hackamore Lane, Bell Canyon, CA 91307 

Action Request for a Certificate of Review (COR) (Cultural 

Heritage Ordinance (CHO) Code § 1364-12) for rehabilitation of a 

shopping center in Bell Canyon built by master architect Cliff May 

on an undesignated property. (Case No. CH19-0013) 

 Disclosures:  
 None 
  
 Presentation by Staff:   
 Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint outlining the project location, project 

description, background, evaluation of historical significance, photos, and 
recommended the following actions:   

 

1. CONDUCT the public hearing, RECEIVE oral and written testimony and 
CONSIDER the Planning staff report and all exhibits and attachments 
on this project, hereto; 
 

2. REVIEW and COMMENT on the proposed project in accordance with 
CHO § 1364-12 based on the preceding evidence and analysis.  
 

 
Presentation of public speakers:  

  None  
 
Deliberation and Recommendation:  
CHB member expressed concerns that they did not receive the entire staff report 
in their packets but only the first page. Staff apologized for the error.  

 
CHB Member Blum asked for clarification on how far the eaves would be “cut 
back”. Cynthia Phakos (architect) responded that the eaves would only be cut 
back 18”. Some CHB members felt that the low eaves were a character defining 
feature and should be left alone. The CHB asked for clarification from the architect 
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on the which element were to be sandblasted. CHB member Englander asked for 
clarification from the applicant on which windows were being removed. The plans 
had some discrepancies and drafting errors. CHB member Fernandez asked for 
clarification on the trellis and the removal of a section of roof in the plans. The 
section of roof that was proposed to be removed was missed by Staff’s review 
and not addressed in the staff report or presentation.  
 
The CHB members agreed that the Cliff May building is significant and CHB 
Schafer suggested it could be landmarked. CHB Member McCredie agreed that 
Cliff May was a significant California Architect and the design should not impact 
the features of the ranch style building. The overall consensus was that too many 
changes were proposed to a significant building and some involved character 
defining features. Geoff Abadle of the Bell Canyon HOA addressed the CHB and 
explained that these changes were needed as the building has fallen into disrepair 
and the changes addressed the need for a new community building rather than 
the shopping center that the building was original designed for. 
 
The CHB suggested that a property tour be given before the next submittal. The 
applicant agreed that this was a good idea. The CHB discussed tabling the item 
until they could tour the property and the applicant to incorporate the feedback 
into the next design iteration. CHB member Schafer motioned to table the item 
until a the CHB could visit the site and the applicant could address the CHB’s 
concerns. CHB Member Mikkelsen seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 7-0].  

 
  CHB Member Englander left the meeting at this time  
  CHB Member Mikkelsen left the meeting at this time  
 
7.  REPORTS 
 
  7.a.  Board Member Reports:   

   CHB Member McCredie: None  
    
   CHB Kulweic: None 
 
   CHB Member Blum reported that the City of Oxnard has been doing budget cuts 

and the performing arts center will no longer be ran by the city and that the city 
will be closing the Carnegie museum.   

 
   CHB Member Schafer reported that he enjoyed the CPF conference he attended 

and that it went very well.   
 
   CHB Member Fernandez asked that we start thinking about the fair and to 

coordinate with him for the exhibit. We also need to secure the proper monitor for 
the fair and figure out what the theme is this year.  

    
 7.b.  CHB Program Updates from Staff:  
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Ashley Cook reported that the appeal to remove the Post Office Building 
(Landmark No. 25) at Matilija Hot Springs was withdrawn.  
 
Ashley Cook reported that Denice and her would do some sort of presentation in 
the future about the CPF conference they attended.  

 
 
8.  NEXT MEETING  
   
  Ashley Cook announced the next regularly scheduled meeting is June 10, 2019 where 

two items will be heard. 
 
9.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

 At 3:36 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn.  

 
        ____________________________ 
        Gary Blum, Chair  
 
 ATTEST: 

 
_________________________ 
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
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1.  CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY CULTURAL 

HERITAGE BOARD 

Public Meeting was called to order at 1:20 p.m at Old Creek Ranch Winery at 

10024 Old Creek Road, Ojai, CA 93023.  

2.   ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 
 CHB Members Present:  
 Gary Blum, Miguel Fernandez, Ricki Mikkelsen, Phil Englander and Stephen Schafer. 
 

CHB Members Absent:  
None  
 
Staff Present:  
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager, Ashley Cook, Cultural Heritage 
Planner. 

 

3.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)  

3.a.  Vote to approve the June 10, 2019 Agenda:  
 CHB Member Mikkelsen made a motion to approve the agenda. CHB Member 

Englander seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 5-0]. 
 
3.b. Vote to approve the April 22, 2019 Minutes:  
 CHB Member Mikkelsen made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections. 

CHB Member Englander seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 5-0].  
 

4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS  

None. 

5. CONTINUED ITEMS 

None. 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

 

6.a.  Location: 10024 Old Creek Road, Ojai CA 93023 
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 Action:  The property owner requests designation of the property 

located at 10024 Old Creek Rd, in the unincorporated area of Ojai, 

as Ventura County Landmark No. 180 pursuant to Ventura County 

Ordinance No. 4225, Section 1365-5 (Case No. CH19-0015). 

 Disclosures:  

 None 
 
 The applicant gave a tour of the property including a storage structure, the main 

house and the winery foundations. During the tour questions were asked about 
the date of the storage building and there was some confusion as to if the storage 
barn/building was included in the HRR. CHB Member Schafer questioned the 
integrity of the winery building entrance as some stone looked to have been 
modified in some areas including above the door. CHB members questioned the 
veranda addition on the main house and if the home had retained its integrity.  

  
 Presentation by Staff:   
 Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint outlining the project location, project 

description, background, evaluation of historical significance, photos, and 
recommended the following actions:   

 
 
1. CONDUCT the public hearing, RECEIVE oral and written testimony, and 

CONSIDER the County Planning staff report and all exhibits and 

attachments on this project; and 

 

2. FIND the property owner was given a 15-day notice (Exhibit 2) in 
accordance with CHO Section 1365-2; the property owner concurs with the 
recognition by the CHB and the designation of the Riva Ranch/Old Creek 
Winery as Ventura County Landmark No. 180, and placement of said 
recognition in County lists; and 

 

3. FIND, through adoption of a Resolution (Exhibit 3), the Riva Ranch/Old 
Creek Winery located at 10024 Old Creek Road, meets the CHO Criteria 1, 
2, and 6 required by CHO Section 1365-5(a) (Landmarks) and the 
additional standards required by CHO Section 1365-6 based on the 
substantial evidence in the staff report; and 

 

4. APPROVE the historical designation and ADOPT Resolution 2019-1 
(Exhibit 3) designating the Riva Ranch/Old Creek Winery, located at 10024 
Old Creek Road, Ojai, as Ventura County Historical Landmark No. 180.  

 
Presentation of public speakers: 
None 
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Deliberation and Recommendation:  
 
CHB Member Schafer asked the applicant why he was pursing the landmark 
status. The applicant responded that they embrace the historic nature of the 
property for marketing the winery. The applicant also stated that if they we to be 
landmarked that they could potentially rebuild the winery and use the Historic 
Building Code. CHB Member Schafer advised the applicant that if the HBC was 
the only motivation behind pursuing the landmark that the applicant may be 
misinformed or may want to explore this option with an architect prior to pursuing 
the landmark designation. CHB members were in agreement that if the applicant 
really wanted to pursue re-building the winery building with the HBC that they 
should take some time to really explore this option with and architect that knows 
this provision if the HBC. CHB Member Blum mentioned that the applicant may 
want to ask for SBRA to revise the HRR to include the storage building or change 
the period of significance to include the storage building. The CHB concurred that 
the property, setting and some of the older trees are also contributors to the 
landmark if the applicant wishes to go forward with the landmark. The applicant 
listened to the advice of the CHB and asked to have more time to explore his 
options and future plans with the property.  

 
CHB Member Mikkelsen made a motion to take no action and allow applicant 
more time to explore future plans and options. CHB Member Fernandez seconded 
the motion.  Motion [passed; 5-0].  

     
 
7.  REPORTS 
 
  7.a.  Board Member Reports:   

   CHB Member Mikkelsen: Reported that the there is a potential applicant looking 
at the Timber School site for a potential commercial project.  

    
   CHB Member Englander: None 
 
   CHB Member Blum reported that the City of Oxnard has a project to demolish the 

Federal Bank Building built in 1974. It is a late modern building built by a master 
architect that did work in the Long Beach area. There is some opposition to the 
project and as far as the Cultural Heritage Board is concerned, he asked staff to 
keep the project on our radar. He also reported that the Carnegie Museum in 
Oxnard would be closing on June 30th.  

 
   CHB Member Schafer reported that the CPF is looking to hold a workshop and 

maybe Ventura County could co-sponsor the event. This could count towards our 
continuing education.  

 
   CHB Member Fernandez reminded us about the fair and to look into the theme 

and application process.  
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 7.b.  CHB Program Updates from Staff:  
 

Ashley Cook: none 
 
Denice Thomas reported that the new Planning Director for the County will be 
Dave Ward. She also reported that the appeal of the Matilija Hot Springs case 
was withdrawn.  

 
 
8.  NEXT MEETING  
   
  Ashley Cook announced the next regularly scheduled meeting is June 24, 2019. 
 
9.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

 At 3:46 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn.  

 
        ____________________________ 
        Gary Blum, Chair  
 
 ATTEST: 

 
_________________________ 
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
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1.  PUBLIC SITE TOUR WAS HELD AT 11:00 am AT 335 S. BRIGGS RD, 

SANTA PAULA  

 --- BREAK FOR LUNCH--- 

2a. CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY 

CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD AT 1:16 pm 

2b.  ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 
 CHB Members Present:  
 Gary Blum, Miguel Fernandez, Phil Englander, Darwin McCredie and John Kulwiec. 
 

CHB Members Absent:  
Ricki Mikkelsen and Stephen Schafer. 
 
Staff Present:  
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager, Ashley Cook, Cultural Heritage 
Planner. 

 

3.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)  

3.a.  Vote to approve the July 9, 2019 Agenda and June 10, 2019 Minutes.  
 CHB Member Englander made a motion to approve the agenda and the 

minutes together, CHB Member Fernandez seconded the motion. Motion 
Passed; 4-1 (CHB Member McCredie abstained as he was absent for the June 
10th meeting)   

 
4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS  

Mr. Will Maple addressed the CHB and provided an update on Timber School and 

handed out a packet regarding the property to the CHB. He also informed the CHB 

that preservation review is lacking in Thousand Oaks. There are things that are falling 

through the cracks including an old barn that has been demolished. The City of 

Thousand Oaks is also updating their General Plan and there is not much regarding 

Historical resources in the proposed GPU.  

Mr. Dave Ward of the Planning Division introduced himself to the CHB as the new 

Planning Director for the County of Ventura.  

5. CONTINUED ITEMS 
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None. 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

6.a.  Location: 335 S. Briggs Rd, Santa Paula, CA 93023 

 Action:  A request to review the potential impacts of a 
development project on an undesignated site and provide a 
California Environment Quality Act (CEQA) recommendation to 
the Planning Division, pursuant to the County of Ventura Initial 
Study Guidelines (ISAGs) for review of Historic Cultural 
Resources and in accordance with Section 15063 and Section 
15064.5 of the CEQA Guidelines for PL 19-0002- CUP 4677 – 
For demolition of 11,413 sq. ft. of miscellaneous accessory 
structure (including the Quonset hut that was deemed eligible 
as a Ventura County Landmark)  

  Disclosures:  

 None  
  
 Presentation by Staff:   

Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the project 
location, project description, background, evaluation of historical 
significance, photos, and recommended the following actions:   

1. CONDUCT public hearing, HEAR testimony, CONSIDER the oral and 
written testimony and REVIEW the Planning staff report and all exhibits and 
attachments; 

2. REVIEW and COMMENT on the proposed project in accordance with 
Ventura County Initial Study Assessment Guidelines (2011) Section 8b, Items 
A, D and E; and, 

3. PROVIDE a recommendation to the Lead Agency (Planning Division) 
on any necessary mitigation measures required to avoid or lessen significant 
adverse impacts on cultural resources. 

Staff’s recommended mitigation measure were as follows:  

1. The applicant be required to submit Historic American Buildings 
Survey “(HABS) like” photo documentation prior to the demolition of the 
Quonset hut and Shop building. 
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2. The applicant be required to incorporate an interpretive display with 
photos of the Quonset hut and shop building along with a detailed history of 
the significance of the site in the proposed 7,729 sq. ft. new 
office/administration space. 

3. Proposed design of the interpretive display shall be submitted to the 
Cultural Heritage Board for approval. 

 
  Presentation of public speakers: 

None 
   

Deliberation and Recommendation:  
 
CHB Members asked the applicant if any thought was given to disassemble 
all or part of the Quonset hut and incorporate it elsewhere on the site. The 
applicant responded that doing so would not be practical because the structure 
would not meet today’s code and would not be able to be put back together in 
the same manor. The CHB members asked the applicant to incorporate good 
pictures of the Quonset hut into the display and maybe some parts and pieces 
of the old Quonset hut to show the structure. Photos that relay the size and 
scale on the Quonset hut were recommended. The CHB members wished to 
see the plans for the proposed interpretive display prior to issuance of a 
building permit and wished to see the installation of the display prior to final 
inspection and Certificate of Occupancy.  

 
CHB Member Kulwiec made a motion to incorporate Staff’s recommend 
mitigation measures with the condition that the applicant be required to submit 
plans of the interpretive display to the CHB for a COR prior to issuance of a 
building permit for phase 1 of the project and that the CHB staff would inspect 
the installation of the display on site prior to Certificate of occupancy for 
issuance of use inauguration.  
 
CHB Member Fernandez seconded the motion.  Motion [passed; 5-0].  
 
6.b.  Location: 11220 Azahar St, Saticoy, CA 93004 

 Action:  The applicant requests a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) (Cultural Heritage Ordinance (CHO) 
Code section 1364-12) for demolition of the two open storage 
bays and one bulk material CMU surround located on County 
Landmark Number 176 and National Register OMB NO. 
10240018. Case No. CH19-0023.  

  Disclosures:  
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 None  
  
 Presentation by Staff:   

Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the project 
location, project description, background, evaluation of historical 
significance, photos, and recommended the following actions:  
 
 
1. CONDUCT the public hearing, RECEIVE oral and written testimony and 
CONSIDER the Planning staff report and all exhibits and attachments on this 
project, hereto; 
 
2. FIND that the proposed project for demolition does meet the 
requirements of the County of Ventura Cultural Heritage Ordinance and the 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards based on the substantial evidence presented 
in the staff report and the entire record.  
 
 
3. Based on the preceding evidence and analysis, APPROVE the 
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) (Cultural Heritage Ordinance (CHO) 
Code § 1364-12) to remove the open storage bays (2 each) and one bulk 
material CMU surround located on County Landmark number 176. Case No. 
CH19-0023. 
 

  Presentation of public speakers: 
None 

   
Deliberation and Recommendation:  
 

  CHB Member Kulwiec asked the applicant why they weren’t taking the added-
on part of the depot off as part of this demolition request. The applicant 
responded that taking off that portion of the building would open up more 
issues with lead paint abatement and at this time they only have the budget to 
remove the storage bays. CHB Members questioned the applicant regarding 
what their plans were for the future for the rest of the site as it is a very large 
piece of property in a prime location. The applicant responded that there are 
no immediate plans for the property at this time. CHB members expressed 
their concerns that they would like to see this building completely restored and 
see the master plan in the future, if the County receives funding to make it 
possible.  
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CHB Member Fernandez made a motion to approve the COA for demolition of 
the two storage bays and the bulk material CMU surround. CHB Member 
McCredie seconded the motion.  Motion [passed; 5-0].  
 

6.c.  Location: 3621 Ocean Drive, Oxnard, CA 93035 

 Action:  The applicant requests a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA) (Cultural Heritage Ordinance (CHO) 
Code section 1364-12) for the complete demolition of a single-
family residence built circa 1939. Case No. CH19-0022.   

  Disclosures:  

 None  
  
 Presentation by Staff:   

Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the project 
location, project description, background, evaluation of historical significance, 
photos, and recommended the following actions:  

 
1. CONDUCT the public hearing, RECEIVE oral and written testimony and 
CONSIDER the Planning Staff report and all exhibits and attachments on this 
project,  
 
2. FIND that the proposed project is ineligible as a historic resource based 
on the substantial evidence presented in the Staff report and the entire record, 
subject to the following:  
 
3. Based on the preceding evidence and analysis, APPROVE the 
Certificate of Appropriateness. 
 

 Presentation of public speakers: 
The Applicant addressed the CHB and requested the CHB to extend the COA 
approval period from 180 day to two years. Staff advised the CHB that this 
was not possible but that the CHB could approve the COA now and 
recommend that a future COA be granted by administratively.    
 

  Deliberation and Recommendation:  
 

CHB Member Fernandez made a motion to approve the COA and direct staff 
to approve an admin COA for the applicant in the future. CHB Member Kulwiec 
seconded the motion. Motion [passed; 5-0].  
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7.  REPORTS 
 
  7.a.  Board Member Reports:   
 

CHB Member Kulwiec was happy to report that there doesn’t appear to be any 
substantial damage from the earthquake. The earthquake was a good 
reminder to be prepared.  

    
   CHB Member Englander: None 
 
   CHB Member McCredie: None  
 
   CHB Member Blum updated the CHB on the status of the Carnegie Museum 

in Oxnard. 
 

   CHB Member Fernandez reminded us about the fair and asked staff to have 
a meeting later this week to discuss specifics.  

 
 

 7.b.  CHB Program Updates from Staff:  
 

Denice Thomas: None 
 
 
Ashley Cook: None 
 

 
8.  NEXT MEETING  
   
  Ashley Cook announced the next regularly scheduled meeting is July 22, 2019. 
 
9.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

 At 2:56 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn.  

 
        ____________________________ 
        Gary Blum, Chair  
 
 ATTEST: 

 
_________________________ 
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
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1. 11:00 A.M. CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY 

CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD AT 2275 ALISO CANYON ROAD, SANTA 
PAULA, CA 93060 (BILLIWHACK RANCH) 

2. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

A quorum could not be established, meeting was not called to order. The tour was 
still given to Staff and CHB members present however, CHB members present were 
instructed that they could not have any discussion or ask questions.  

3. 1:15 P.M. CONVENE THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY CULTURAL 

HERITAGE BOARD AT 800 S. VICTORIA AVENUE, VENTURA, CA 93009 

(VENTURA COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE ROOM, SECOND FLOOR). 

4. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
CHB Members Present:  
Gary Blum, John Kulwiec, Ricki Mikkelsen and Stephen Schafer. 

 
CHB Members Absent:  
Miguel Fernandez, Phil Englander, Darwin McCredie 
 
Staff Present:  
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
Ashley Cook, Cultural Heritage Planner. 

5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

6.a.  Vote to approve the July 12, 2019 Agenda  
 CHB Member Mikkelsen made a motion to approve the agenda. CHB Member 

Kulwiec seconded the motion. Motion Passed; 4-0.   
 

7.  PUBLIC COMMENTS  

8. CONTINUED ITEMS 

None. 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

9.a. Location: 2275 Aliso Canyon Road, Santa Paula, CA 93060 
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Action: Request for approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 
(Cultural Heritage Ordinance (CHO) §1364-12) for the rehabilitation of existing 
structures located at the Historic Billiwhack Dairy on a property designated as 
a site of merit. (Case No. CH19-0021) 

  Disclosures:  

 CHB Member Schafer disclosed that he was in attendance at the tour earlier 
in the day. CHB Member Kulwiec disclosed that he was also in attendance at 
the tour earlier in the day as well.  

  
  Presentation of public speakers: 

The applicant, Mr. Everett Woody of Angeli De Covolo, presented the 
project, including the proposed plans and photos as well as the history of the 
site. He answered questions from the CHB members.  

 
 Presentation by Staff:   

Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the project 
location, project description, background, evaluation of historical 
significance, and recommended the following actions:   
   
1. CONDUCT public hearing, RECEIVE oral and written testimony, and 
CONSIDER the County Planning staff report and all exhibits and attachments 
hereto; and, 
 
2. MAKE the required findings that the proposed project meets all 
applicable requirements of the County of Ventura Cultural Heritage Ordinance 
and the Secretary of Interior’s Standards based on the substantial evidence 
presented in the staff report and the entire record.  
 
3. Based on the preceding evidence and analysis, APPROVE a Certificate 
of Appropriateness for this project with the implementation of the staff 
recommended COA conditions A-D listed on Section II of the staff report 

 
  Photo Presentation by CHB Member Schafer 

CHB Member Schafer presented the photos taken during the tour earlier that 
day at the project site.  

   
Deliberation and Recommendation:  
CHB Member Schafer asked the applicant questions regarding the 
significance of some the character defining features. CHB Member Schafer 
had concerns with removing the original Dutch doors on Building 2 as they 
could be considered character defining features. CHB Member Schafer 
agreed with Staff that the tower element should not be raised as this could 
create conjectural feature. CHB Member Schafer mentioned that without 
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having a Historic Resource Report, it is hard to make a recommendation on 
the plans. He would like to see a list of character defining features. This helps 
the CHB determine if the proposed plans affect the character defining features 
of the property and more information is needed to make a determination. CHB 
member Schafer recommended that the applicant apply for landmark status 
and that would allow them to use the Historic Building Code. CHB member 
Schafer also pointed out a few discrepancies in the plans that the applicant 
needs to resolve, such as the missing window on the North Elevation of 
Building H1 and the wrong window sizes/types shown in the existing plans on 
Building 2.  
 
CHB Member Kulwiec had concerns regarding the structural integrity of the 
retaining wall located on the property line. He recommended that the wall be 
inspected by a structural engineer.  
 
All CHB member seemed to concur that further information and analysis was 
needed to make a determination on the project.  
 
CHB Member Schafer made a motion to table the item until the applicant can 
provided a Historic Resources Report, by a qualified architectural historian, 
that includes analysis of the project as a district, analysis of the project 
according to the Secretory of the Interior Standards and includes a list of 
character defining features. CHB Member Kulwiec seconded the motion. 
Motion Passed; 4-0.   
 
The applicant addressed the board about the stabilization of the Building 4 as  
it needs to be shored up, stabilized and repaired to prevent further damage. 
The applicant asked if he would have to return to the CHB separately for this 
part of the project.  
 
CHB Staff recommended that if the Board agreed, the COA for the stabilization 
and structural repair of the failing portion of Building 4 could be approved 
administratively pending the concurrence of the Chair and the member that 
represented the district. The CHB agreed and CHB Member made a motion to 
allow for the COA administratively with concurrence of the Chair and District 
representative per staff’s suggestion. CHB member Kulwiec seconded the 
motion. Motion Passed; 4-0.   
 

10.  REPORTS 
 
  10.a.  Board Member Reports:   
 

CHB Member Kulwiec was happy to reported on the Spirt of Santa Paula and  
that the warming shelter project is moving forward, and the kitchen equipment 
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is be installed. They hope to open for the winter and are making great 
progress.   

 
   CHB Member Blum updated the CHB on the status of the Carnegie Museum 

in Oxnard. 
 

CHB Member Mikkelsen reported that there was a meeting that took place in 
Thousand Oaks regarding the Timber School. However, she was not able to 
attend and will give updates at the next meeting.  

 
   CHB Member Schafer reported that the City of Ventura has put out an RFP for 

a city-wide survey of historic resources, he is concerned that proposal will 
come in over budget. He is also going to be speaking on a CFP webinar titled 
“Case Example in Contextual Infill”.  

 
 

 10.b.  CHB Program Updates from Staff:  
 

Denice Thomas: None 
 

   Ashley Cook: None 
 

 
11.  NEXT MEETING  
   
  Ashley Cook announced the next regularly scheduled meeting is August 26, 2019. 
 
 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

 At 3:02 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn.  

 
        ____________________________ 
        Gary Blum, Chair  
 
 ATTEST: 

 
_________________________ 
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
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1. 1:15 P.M. CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY 

CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD AT THE VENTURA COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

CENTER 

2. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
CHB Members Present:  
Miguel Fernandez, Phil Englander, Darwin McCredie, and Ricki Mikkelsen 

 
CHB Members Absent:  
Gary Blum, John Kulwiec, and Stephen Schafer. 
 
Staff Present:  
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
Ashley Cook, Cultural Heritage Planner. 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

3.a.  Vote to approve the August 26, 2019 Agenda  
 
 CHB Member Mikkelsen made a motion to restructure the agenda to take staff 

comments Item 7b prior to item 6a. CHB member Fernandez seconded the 
motion. [Motion Passed; 4-0] 
 

        3.b. Vote to approve the August 12, 2019 Minutes  

 CHB Members Fernandez and McCredie were not in attendance at the August 
12, 2019 meeting and wished to abstain from the vote, and a quorum was not 
met for to vote on the Approval of the minutes. CHB Mikkelsen made a motion 
to table the minutes until the next meeting. CHB Member Fernandez seconded 
the motion. [Motion Passed;4-0] 

 
7.b.  (Item order restructured) CHB Program Updates from Staff:  
 

Denice Thomas: announced that the CHB had the annual CLG training prior 
to the meeting. The training included case studies and implementation of the 
Historic Building Code (HBC). The feedback from the Board was that the 
webinar was interesting however not completely applicable to cases that the 
CHB sees. She mentioned that she would look into having someone from the 
Building Department come in to talk about the HBC at some point.  
 

Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board Minutes 

August 26, 2019 at 1:15 p.m.– Item 3c 
County of Ventura • Resource Management Agency • Planning Division 

800 S. Victoria Avenue, Ventura, CA 93009-1740 • (805) 654-5042• vcrma.org/divisions/planning  

 

 

Exhibit 1 - CLG Annual Report for 2018-2019



CHB Minutes 
August 26, 2019 

Page 2 of 3 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Ashley Cook: None 
 
 

4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS  

5. CONTINUED ITEMS 

None. 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

 CONVENE AS THE FILLMORE CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD 

6.a.  Location: Citywide, Fillmore, CA   

Action:  Receive update on the activity in the Fillmore Area as 

it relates to CHB matters. This update to the CHB is brought to 

our attention by Kathy Briggs, Architectural historian and 

resident of Fillmore.  

  Disclosures:  

 None.     
 
 Presentation by Staff:   

Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the update and 
that was received by Staff from Kathy Briggs. She also presented photos 
that were taken by staff of the landmarks mentioned in the letter. No action 
was recommended or needed the CHB.  
 

  Presentation of public speakers: 
Ms. Kathy Briggs also addressed the CHB and gave and gave a presentation 
outlining projects in the City of Fillmore that have not been routed to the CHB 
for approval. She also raised her concerns to the CHB that the City is not 
following protocol and they seem to want to bypass the CHB.  She has been 
to both the City Council and Planning Commission to address her concerns.  

 
CHB Comments:  
 
CHB Staff and the CHB members responded to Ms. Briggs informing her that 
the CHB could only take action on items that are routed to the CHB. Items that 
are not forwarded to the County from the City of Fillmore are not in the purview 
of the CHB. CHB Member Fernandez did suggest that she try to form a group 
to promote awareness of what is happening to the local landmarks. CHB 
Member Englander recommended that Ms. Briggs look into social media 
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option to create awareness and try to get the attention of the younger 
generation. The CHB thanked Ms. Briggs for bringing this to their attention.  
 

10.  REPORTS 
 
  7.a.  Board Member Reports:   
 

CHB Member Fernandez reported that the booth at the Fair did come together 
but was not everything they had hoped for since some technical difficulties 
prevented the completion of some of the new elements of the booth. The score 
was 70/100 and one comment was that the booth did not incorporate anything 
for children. This may be something to consider next year.  

 
CHB Member Mikkelsen: None  
 
CHB Member McCredie: None  
 
CHB Member Englander None  

 
 

 
11.  NEXT MEETING  
   
  Ashley Cook announced the next regularly scheduled meeting is September 9, 

2019. 
 
 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

 At 2:21 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn.  

 
        ____________________________ 
        Darwin McCredie, Vice Chair  
 
 ATTEST: 

 
_________________________ 
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
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1. 1:15 P.M. CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY 

CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD AT THE VENTURA COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

CENTER 

2. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
CHB Members Present:  
Miguel Fernandez, Darwin McCredie, Ricki Mikkelsen, Gary Blum, John Kulwiec, and 
Stephen Schafer 

 
CHB Members Absent:  
Phil Englander 
 
Staff Present:  
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
Ashley Cook, Cultural Heritage Planner 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

3.a.  Vote to approve the September 9, 2019 Agenda  
 
 CHB Member Schafer made a motion to re-order the agenda to take item 6b 

before 6a and to omit the August 26, 2019 minutes as they were not in the 
packet. CHB Member Fernandez seconded the motion. [Motion Passed;6-0] 
 

        3.b. Vote to approve the August 12, 2019 Minutes  

 CHB Member Schafer made a motion to approve the August 12, 2019 
minutes. CHB Member Mikkelsen seconded the motion. [Motion Passed;4-0] 
CHB Member McCredie and CHB Member Fernandez abstained.  

 
 

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

 None. 

5. CONTINUED ITEMS 

None. 
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6. NEW BUSINESS 

 

6.b.  Location: 2275 Aliso Canyon Road, Santa Paula, CA 93060 

Action:  Request for approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 

(Cultural Heritage Ordinance (CHO) §1364-12) for the rehabilitation of existing 

structures located at the Historic Billiwhack Dairy on a property designated as 

a site of merit. (Case No.: CH19-0021) 

  Disclosures:  

 None.     
 
 Presentation by Staff:   

Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the project and 
the update since the August 12, 2019, meeting. No new action was 
recommended as CHB Staff deferred to the CHB.  
 

  Presentation of public speakers:  
   

The applicant, Mr. Everett Woody of Angeli De Covolo, presented the project, 
including the proposed plans and photos, as well as, the history of the site. He 
answered questions from the Cultural Heritage Board (CHB) members. He 
mentioned that the owner opted not to get the Historic Resources Report 
(HRR) because the bids for the report were coming in too high. He mentioned 
that the tower element and skylights are rotten and needs to be replaced. He 
also stated that he was able to meet with the Building Official and that since 
the property is listed in a local inventory, he is allowed to use the Historic 
Building Code (HBC).  
 
CHB Member Kulwiec left the meeting at this time.  

 
Deliberation and Recommendation:  
 
CHB Member Schafer stated that he was still not in agreement on the tower 
element and is unsure of the some of the doors and windows. He stated again 
the this is why the Historic Resources Report is needed. He made a re-motion  
to table the item until the applicant can provided a HRReport, by a qualified 
architectural historian, that includes analysis of the project as a district, 
analysis of the project according to the Secretory of the Interior Standards and 
includes a list of character defining features, and to condition the project to 
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have to submit HABS photography. Motion did not receive a second. [Motion 
dies]  
 
CHB Chair continued the discussion and stated that this is obviously an 
adaptive re-use project and not a restoration project. It is difficult to know if we 
will be losing character defining features in this proposal.  
 
CHB Member Fernandez asked the applicant what the incentive was for the 
owner to purchase to the property in the first place. 
 
The applicant responded that they wish to live the in the historic property and 
have the ranch/farm lifestyle.  
 
CHB Member Fernandez asked is the owners had any intentions to landmark 
the property? The applicant responded, “No.”.  
 
The applicant, Mr. Everett Woody, stated that the proposed project is not 
changing the character that much and while he understands that the position 
of the CHB is a position of caution, he was hoping to discuss more of the 
architecture at the meeting. He does not understand the CHB’s need for a 
consultant to prepare a report as consultants can be swayed in their analysis.  
 
CHB member asked Staff if the applicant can be conditioned to submit a 
historic resources report by a qualified Architectural Historian that is vetted by 
the County. Denice Thomas responded that the County is not set up at this 
time to do that. CHB Member Schafer stated he would like to see this 
agendized to discuss at a future meeting.  
 
The CHB started to discuss tabling the item again, Denice Thomas 
recommended that the CHB either approve or deny the item. The item was 
tabled before and the applicant stated their client was not going have an HRR 
prepared; giving the applicant a decision allows the property owner to appeal 
if they wish.  
 
CHB Member Schafer made a motion to deny the COA. CHB member 
Fernandez seconded the motion. [motion passed 3-2].  
 

6.a.  Location: 103 Lake Sherwood Drive, Lake Sherwood, CA 91361 

 

Action:  Request for approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) 

(Cultural Heritage Ordinance (CHO) §1364-12) to remove an existing 32-inch 

steel rail from the front elevation, install a new six-foot-tall clear glass panel on 

the front elevation, and construct a new stucco privacy wall on the side 
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elevation. The property is designated Ventura County Landmark No. 177. 

(Case No.: CH19-0028).  

  Disclosures: None  

 Presentation by Staff:   

Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the project 
location, project description, background, evaluation of historical significance, 
and recommended the following actions:   

  
  Presentation of public speakers: 

The applicant, Dan Rosales addressed the Cultural Heritage Board (CHB) and 
informed the CHB the owners are a young couple and the have a need for a 
new rail that meets safety standards, especially for young children; that is why 
they are proposing this design to the CHB today.  They feel that the 
contemporary glass rail is keeping with the spirt and style of the contemporary 
house.  

   
Deliberation and Recommendation:  
 

CHB Member Fernandez stated that the rail is incredibly significant, and the 

corner of the rail is a very important part of the home. He is in favor of keeping 

the rail and adding the glass panel either in front or behind. He also stated that 

the corner of the rail should remain, and the wall be held off the edge a bit to 

maintain the corner. CHB member Schafer is opposed to the wall but agrees 

with Staff’s opinion on adding the glass. The CHB members discussed that 

maybe instead of the six-foot-tall stucco wall that the applicant make the wall 

opaque glass instead. The CHB members had concerns with the lack of details 

or structural information on how the glass wall would be attached and how the 

connection would affect the edge of the patio. CHB Member McCredie 

mentioned that he would be in favor of some type a panel that was more 

temporary. He also mentioned that containers and plants may be a better 

option to explore instead of the wall. Staff made a recommendation to table 

the item until the applicant could explore more options given the feedback from 

the CHB and allow the applicant to provide details and structural drawings for 

a subsequent submittal. CHB Member Schafer made a motion to table the 

item. CHB Member Fernandez Seconded the motion. [Motion passed 5-0].  

 
10.  REPORTS 
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  7.a.  Board Member Reports:   
 

CHB Chair Blum updated the CHB the Oxnard Performing Arts Theater. He 
Also mentioned that there will be no home tour this fall.  He also updated us 
on the bank building and that the City has encouraged the developers to look 
into adaptive reuse of the historic building. Nicole Doner has found information 
on the Building as well, there is mow push to save to the 1974 era modern 
building.  

 
CHB Member Mikkelsen: None  
 
CHB Member McCredie: None  
 
CHB Member Schafer: None  
 
CHB Member Fernandez: None  

 
 7.b.  CHB Program Updates from Staff:  
 

Denice Thomas: Announced that CHB Member Englander has resigned from 
the CHB and will be moving to the East Coast.  
 

   Ashley Cook: None 
 
 
11.  NEXT MEETING  
   
  Ashley Cook announced the next regularly scheduled meeting is September 23, 

2019. 
 
 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
 At 3:42 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn.  

 
        ____________________________ 
        Gary Blum, Chair  
 
 ATTEST: 

 
_________________________ 
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
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1. 1:15 P.M. CALL TO ORDER THE MEETING OF THE VENTURA COUNTY 

CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD AT THE VENTURA COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

CENTER 

2. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
CHB Members Present:  
Miguel Fernandez, Darwin McCredie, Gary Blum, John Kulwiec, and Stephen 
Schafer 

 
CHB Members Absent:  
Phil Englander, Ricki Mikkelsen  
 
Staff Present:  
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
Ashley Cook, Cultural Heritage Planner 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

3.a.  Vote to approve the September 23, 2019 Agenda  
 
 CHB Member Schafer made a motion to approve the September 23, 2019 

Agenda. CHB Member Fernandez seconded the motion. [Motion Passed;5-0] 
 

        3.b. Vote to approve the September 9, 2019 Minutes   

 CHB Member Schafer made a motion to approve the September 9, 2019 
minutes. CHB Member Fernandez seconded the motion. [Motion Passed;5-0]  

 
 

       3.c. Vote to approve the August 26, 2019 Minutes   

 CHB Member Fernandez made a motion to approve the August 26, 2019 
minutes. CHB Member McCredie seconded the motion. [Motion Passed;4-0] 
CHB Member Schafer abstained.  

 
 

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

Kathie Briggs of Fillmore made a public comment updating the CHB on her efforts in 

to bring awareness of the CHB in the city of Fillmore. She also updated the CHB on 
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the Presbyterian church adaptive re-use project. She informed the Board that the 

property has not yet been sold even though there is a proposal going through the 

planning commission.  

Phil Graf of Oxnard addressed the CHB and informed the Board on his efforts to try 

to preserve the oldest house in Oxnard, the Leonard Ranch house. Currently Phil 

owns the property next door. He would like to do a lot line adjustment, but the current 

owners of the Lenard Ranch house do not want to pursue the lot line adjustment 

since they will lose part of their property. Phil would like to work with the CHB to come 

up with a plan and a way forward to preserve and restore the house. He also showed 

the Board a short video that showed the current state of the home. The CHB asked 

that this be agendized and that Phil return to the CHB for discussion. CHB member 

Schafer asked that Staff investigate the recent case about demolition by neglect.  

 

5. CONTINUED ITEMS 

None. 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

6.a.  Location: 13290 West Telegraph Road, Santa Paula, CA 93060 

  Action:  A request to review the potential impacts of a development 

project of an undesignated potentially eligible district and provide a 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) recommendation to the 

Planning Division, pursuant to the County of Ventura Initial Study and 

Assessment Guidelines (ISAGs) for review of Historic Cultural 

Resources and in accordance with Section 15063 and Section 15064.5 

of the CEQA Guidelines for Case No. PL17-0154 –  Conditional Use 

Permit (CUP) and Development Code Text Amendment for a new 

Commercial Organics Processing Operation in an unincorporated area 

of Ventura County, near the City of Santa Paula.  

  Disclosures:  

 None.     
 
 Presentation by Staff:   
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Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the project 
location, project description, background, evaluation of historical significance, 
and recommended the following actions:   

 

1. CONDUCT public hearing, HEAR testimony, CONSIDER the oral and 

written testimony and REVIEW the staff report and all exhibits and 

attachments; 

  

2. REVIEW and COMMENT on the proposed project in accordance with 

Ventura County Initial Study Assessment Guidelines (2011) Section 8b, Items 

A, D and E;  and, 

 

3. PROVIDE a recommendation to the Lead Agency (Planning Division) 

on any necessary mitigation measures required to avoid or lessen significant 

adverse impacts on cultural resources. 

 
  Presentation of public speakers:  
   

John Oquendo, case planner answered questions from the CHB members and 
clarified that an EIR is looming for the project but has not been prepared at 
this time.  

 
Deliberation and Recommendation:  
 
CHB Members asked whether alternative sites had been assessed for the 
projects. The Applicant responded they had but they are now 9 years in the 
process, and this is the best site option. CHB members raised concerns that 
they wished they could have reviewed the project earlier in the process. The 
CHB asked for clarification on if an EIR had been prepared for the project as 
the impacts are significant.  
 
CHB Member Schafer raised concerns that the impacts to the resources seem 
to be significant and no mitigable. He would like to see the EIR prepared for 
the project. CHB Member Schafer has concerns about the traffic impacts to 
the adobe and would like to a stabilization plan or assessment done but is not 
sure if there is a nexus for that as the adobe sits on the adjacent parcel. CHB 
Schafer recommended the following mitigation measures:  
 

• Full HABS photography and submittal  

• An interpretive display component  

• Require a screening and landscaping plan  

• Traffic and impact study for the adobe  

• Look at order impacts for the adobe  
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• Asked Staff to look at a possible nexus to require a stabilization 
plan for the adobe.  

  
CHB Member McCredie mitigation measures are needed but the proposed 
project seems like a right fit for the area, as fall ans the use and the design. 
He also noted that the proposed buildings are actually pretty far away from 
most of the existing homes.  
 
CHB Member Fernandez also agreed that the design of the buildings seem to 
be attractive and compatible. He agreed with the mitigation recommended by 
HCB member Schafer. CHB Fernandez also stated that even if the site was 
moved over from the Adobe that it would be better for the existing historic 
resources.  
 
CHB Member Kulwiec left the meeting at this time.  

 

6b.  Location: 30 Hackamore Lane, Bell Canyon, CA 91307  

Action: Request for approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness 

(COA) (Cultural Heritage Ordinance (CHO) §1364-12) for the 

rehabilitation of a shopping center including new courtyard and 

landscaping plans in Bell Canyon built by master architect Cliff May on 

an undesignated property. (Case No. CH19-0032)  

  Disclosures: None  

 Presentation by Staff:   

Ashley Cook presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the project 
location, project description, background, evaluation of historical significance, 
and recommended the following actions:   

 
1. CONDUCT public hearing, RECEIVE oral and written testimony, and 
CONSIDER the County Planning staff report and all exhibits and 
attachments hereto;   

  
2. FIND the proposed project, does meet the requirements of the County 
of Ventura Cultural Heritage Ordinance and the Secretary of Interior’s 
Standards based on the substantial evidence presented in the staff report and 
the entire record; and  
 
3. Based on the preceding evidence and analysis, APPROVE the 
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) (Cultural Heritage Ordinance (CHO) § 
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1364-12) for rehabilitation of a shopping center including the new proposed 
courtyard work in Bell Canyon built by master architect Cliff May.  

 

  
  Presentation of public speakers: 

Cynthia Phakos presented the new plans to the CHB and described the 
changes that were occurring since the CHB last saw the project. She also 
presented the new details for the windows, doors, and Hardie siding. She also 
showed the CHB samples.  
 
The Landscape architect presented the new landscape plans. The new plans 
include new paving, landscaping and a new fountain.  

 
Deliberation and Recommendation:  
CHB member Schafer was not in favor of adding such a new contemporary 
fountain to the site based off the Menlo Park project. Gary Blum had some 
concern regarding the fountain as well and asked if the landscape architect 
had considered restoring the planter back into a fountain. The landscape 
architect responded that they had considered it but it would be feasible given 
the condition of the planter and the location. CHB Member McCredie thanked 
the applicant for listening to the feedback and taking their previous comments 
into consideration, he reminded the other board members that the applicant 
has worked with the CHB and had returned multiple times. CHB member 
McCredie did not have an objection to the fountain. CHB Member Fernandez 
made a motion to approve the COA, CHB member McCredie seconded that 
motion. [Motion Passed;5-0] 

 
10.  REPORTS 
 
  7.a.  Board Member Reports:   
 

CHB Chair Blum updated the CHB the Oxnard Performing Arts Theater. He 
mentioned that the Pac has 4 proposals right now for private companies to 
manage the PAC.  
 
CHB Member McCredie: The City of Ojai is moving forward slowly with the 
downtown historic district. 
 
CHB Member Schafer: The Ventura HPC is interviewing for new positions on 
the HPC and had 6 applicants apply. The City has decided not to disband the 
Board.  
 
CHB Member Fernandez: The Cal Fed bank building went to the planning 
commission last week and there were 12 speakers opposed to the proposal. 
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Most people were against the new proposal from a use perspective and that 
the city didn’t need another 7-11 type business at the location. I few were 
opposed to losing the Cal Fed Building as a historic resource. Two 
commenters were in favor of the project. The commission wanted to vote to 
deny to proposal however the item has to return to the planning commission 
due to an error in the staff report and the findings.  

 
 7.b.  CHB Program Updates from Staff:  
 

Denice Thomas: Announced that she attended the APA conference last week 
and there were two sessions on preservation. She was not able to attend the 
sessions, but John Kessler did and would give a brief presentation/overview 
to the CHB about the session at a future meeting.  
 

   Ashley Cook: None 
 
 
11.  NEXT MEETING  
   
  Ashley Cook announced the next regularly scheduled meeting is October 14, 2019. 
 
 
12.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
 At 3:17 p.m., the Cultural Heritage Board concurred to adjourn.  

 
        ____________________________ 
        Gary Blum, Chair  
 
 ATTEST: 

 
_________________________ 
Denice Thomas, Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
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6.  Conservation and Open Space Element 

 
 

January 2020 Public Review Draft 6-1 
 

The Conservation and Open Space Element covers two key aspects of County planning: 

 Provides guidance and programs for the conservation, management, development, and use of natural and 
cultural resources; and 

 Provides guidance and programs for the long-term preservation and conservation of open space lands. 
This includes the preservation of natural resources and scenic resources, and the provision of land for 
outdoor recreation. 

 Provides guidance and programs related to energy resources and planning for climate change impacts. 

The Conservation and Open Space Element is coordinated with the Land Use and Community Character Element 
to guide and balance conservation and development within the unincorporated area. Goals, policies, and 
implementation programs in this element are organized under the following headings: 

Section Title Page 
6.1  Biological Resources .......................................................................................................... 6-2 
6.2  Coastal Resources.............................................................................................................. 6-4 
6.3  Scenic Resources ............................................................................................................... 6-7 
6.4  Cultural, Historical, Paleontological, and Archaeological Resources ................................. 6-8 
6.5  Soil and Mineral Resources .............................................................................................. 6-10 
6.6  Oil and Gas Resources ..................................................................................................... 6-12 
6.7  Energy Resource Conservation ........................................................................................ 6-13 
6.8  Open Space ...................................................................................................................... 6-14 
6.9  Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction .......................................... 6-16 
6.10  Implementation Programs ................................................................................................. 6-18 

 



Additional topics related to state requirements for the Conservation and Open Space Element can be 
found in other elements, as follows: 

 Water (Chapter 9, Water Element) 

 Water, hydraulic force, flooding and fire (Chapter 7, Hazards and Safety Element) 
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6.1 Biological Resources 

Ventura County lies within one of only five areas on earth characterized by the warm, dry summers and cool, wet 
winters known as Mediterranean climate. Mediterranean climates occur over only about two percent of the land 
area of the earth. Areas subject to such climate, however, support over 15 percent of the world’s plant species, 
including many species occurring nowhere else on earth (Rundel and Tiszler 2007). Ventura County contains a 
diverse range of elevations, biogeographic features and ecosystems. The County’s biological resources include 
plant and animal species, their habitats, plant communities and ecosystems that include habitat linkages and 
wildlife corridors. Numerous special-status species of plants and animals require special consideration and 
protection to federal, state and local law. 

 

 

To identify, preserve, protect, and restore sensitive biological resources, including 
federal and state-designated endangered, threatened, rare, or candidate species 
and their supporting habitats; wetland and riparian habitats; coastal habitats; 
habitat connectivity and wildlife corridors; and habitats and species identified as 
“locally important” by the County. [Source: Existing GPP Goal 1.5.1.1, modified] 

 
COS-1.1 Protection of Sensitive Biological Resources  
 The County shall ensure that discretionary development that could potentially impact sensitive 

biological resources be evaluated by a qualified biologist to assess impacts and, if necessary, 
develop mitigation measures that fully account for the impacted resource. When feasible, 
mitigation measures should adhere to the following priority: avoid impacts, minimize impacts, 
and compensate for impacts. If the impacts cannot be reduced to a less than significant level, 
findings of overriding considerations must be made by the decision-making body. (MPSP, IGC, 
RDR) [Source: Existing GPP Policy 1.5.2.1 and 1.5.2.2 modified]  

COS-1.2 Consideration of Sensitive Biological Resources  
 The County shall identify sensitive biological resources as part of any land use designation 

change to the General Plan Land Use Diagram or zone designation change to the Zoning 
Ordinance that would intensify the uses in a given area. The County shall prioritize 
conservation of areas with sensitive biological resources. (MPSP) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-1.3 Wildlife Corridor Crossing Structures 
 Based on the review and recommendation of a qualified biologist, the design and maintenance 

of road and floodplain improvements, including culverts and bridges, shall incorporate all 
feasible measures to accommodate wildlife passage. (RDR, MPSP) [Source: Existing GPP 
Policy 1.5.2.6, modified pursuant to Wildlife Corridor Policy 3/19/19] 

COS-1.4 Consideration of Impacts to Wildlife Movement 
 When considering proposed discretionary development, County decision-makers shall consider 

the development’s potential project-specific and cumulative impacts on the movement of wildlife 
at a range of spatial scales including local scales (e.g., hundreds of feet) and regional scales 
(e.g., tens of miles). (RDR) [Source: Wildlife Corridor Policy 3/19/19] 

COS-1.5 Development Within Habitat Connectivity and Wildlife Corridors 
Development within the Habitat Connectivity and Wildlife Corridors overlay zone and Critical 
Wildlife Passage Areas overlay zone shall be subject to the applicable provisions and 
standards of these overlay zones as set forth in the Non-Coastal Zoning Ordinance. (RDR) 
[Source: Existing GPP Policy 1.5.2.8; Wildlife Corridor Policy 3/19/19] 
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COS-1.6 Discretionary Development on Hillsides and Slopes 
 The County shall require discretionary development on hillsides and slopes, which have an 

average natural slope of 20 percent or greater in the area where the proposed development 
would occur, to be sited and designed in a manner that will minimize grading, alteration of 
natural land forms, and vegetation removal to avoid significant impacts to sensitive biological 
resources to the extent feasible. (RDR, MPSP) [Source: New Policy]  

COS-1.7 Balancing Resource Preservation and Flood Protection 
 The County shall require that discretionary development and County-initiated projects balance 

the preservation of streams, wetlands, and riparian habitats with the need to adequately protect 
public safety and property from flooding hazards by incorporating natural or nature-based flood 
control infrastructure, (e.g., wetland restoration, soil conservation, vegetated levees), when 
feasible. (MPSP) [Source: Existing Ojai Valley Area Plan Goal 1.4.1.2, modified] 

COS-1.8 Bridge Crossing Design  
 The County shall require discretionary development that includes new or modified road 

crossings over streams, wetlands and riparian habitats to include bridging design features with 
bridge columns located outside the riparian habitat areas, when feasible. (RDR)  
[Source: New Policy] 

COS-1.9 Agency Consultation Regarding Biological Resources 
 The County shall consult with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Regional 

Water Quality Control Board, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Audubon Society, 
California Native Plant Society, National Park Service for development in the Santa Monica 
Mountains or Oak Park Area, and other resource management agencies, as applicable during 
the review of discretionary development applications to ensure that impacts to biological 
resources, including rare, threatened, or endangered species, are avoided or minimized. 
(MPSP, IGC, RDR) [Source: Existing GPP Policy 1.5.2.5, modified] 

COS-1.10 Evaluation of Potential Impacts of Discretionary Development on Wetlands  
 The County shall require discretionary development that is proposed to be located within 

300 feet of a wetland to be evaluated by a County-approved biologist for potential impacts on 
the wetland and its associated habitats pursuant to the applicable provisions of the County’s 
Initial Study Assessment Guidelines. (RDR) [Source: Existing GPP Policy 1.5.2.3 modified] 

COS-1.11 Discretionary Development Sited Near Wetlands  
 The County shall require discretionary development to be sited 100 feet from wetland habitats, 

except as provided below. The 100-foot setback may be increased or decreased based upon 
an evaluation and recommendation by a qualified biologist and approval by the decision-
making body based on factors that include, but may not be limited to, soil type, slope stability, 
drainage patterns, the potential for discharges that may impair water quality, presence or 
absence of endangered, threatened or rare plants or animals, direct and indirect effects to 
wildlife movement, and compatibility of the proposed development with use of the wetland 
habitat area by wildlife. Discretionary development that would have a significant impact on a 
wetland habitat shall be prohibited unless mitigation measures are approved that would reduce 
the impact to a less than significant level. Notwithstanding the foregoing, discretionary 
development that would have a significant impact on a wetland habitat on land within a 
designated Existing community may be approved in conjunction with the adoption of a 
statement of overriding considerations by the decision-making body. (RDR) [Source: Existing 
GPP Policies 1.5.2.3 and 1.5.2.4, modified] 
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COS-1.12 Discretionary Development and Landscaping 
 The County shall require landscaping associated with discretionary development, or subject to 

the California Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance (WELO), to be water-efficient and include 
native, pollinator-friendly plants consistent with WELO guidelines, as applicable. The planting of 
invasive and watch list plants as inventoried by the California Invasive Plant Council shall be 
prohibited, unless planted as a commercial agricultural crop or grown as commercial nursery 
stock. (RDR) [Source: New Policy]  

COS-1.13 Partnerships for Protection of Natural and Biological Resources 
 The County shall continue to work in partnership with agencies, organizations, and entities 

responsible for the protection, management, and enhancement of the county's biological 
resources. (IGC) [Source: Existing GPP Goal 1.1.1.3, modified] 

COS-1.14 Ecological Information Programs 
 The County shall support programs that encourage awareness and respect for the natural 

environment. (PI) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-1.15 Countywide Tree Planting 
 The County shall establish and support a countywide target for the County, cities in Ventura 

County, agencies, organizations, businesses, and citizens to plant two million trees throughout 
the county by 2040. (SO, JP, IGC) [Source: New Policy] 

 

6.2 Coastal Resources 

There are 42 miles of coastline in Ventura County. Coastal resources are significant scenic resources, home to 
endangered and threatened species and habitats, and contain areas with cultural, paleontological, and 
archeological resources. 

Beaches add significant value to quality of life for both their aesthetic beauty, as well as free and safe access to 
leisure and recreational opportunities. Additionally, sections of State Route 1 and US Highway 101 along the 
coast are state eligible for official designation as “scenic” through the Caltrans California Scenic Highway 
Program. These scenic eligible highways offer outstanding views of the Pacific Ocean, as well as the foothills and 
mountainous areas on the inland side of coastal viewsheds. 

Beaches also provide coastal habitats containing rich biodiversity. For example, the Mugu Lagoon has the richest 
biological diversity of all the coastal marsh areas in the county. It provides habitat for more than 30 “special-status 
species” and shelters the remnants of many plant, bird, fish, and insect populations that once inhabited 
preexisting lagoons. Ventura County is also home to several coastal wetlands including McGrath Lake, the 
Ormond Beach area, and the mouths of the Ventura and Santa Clara Rivers. 

The coastal and interior zones of Ventura Country contain areas with marine and terrestrial fossils that are among 
the best in Southern California. Paleontological resources are present in many of the geologic formations in the 
county. 
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Through the Coastal Act, the State mandates that coastal communities manage the conservation and 
development of coastal resources through creation and adoption of a Local Coastal Program. Ventura County’s 
Coastal Area Plan and the Coastal Zoning Ordinance together constitute the Local Coastal Program for 
unincorporated areas of the county. The primary goal of the Local Coastal Program is to ensure that the County’s 
land use plans, policies, and actions meet the requirements of and implement the provisions and policies of the 
Coastal Act within the county. 



Policies related to coastal resources are contained in the Coastal Area Plan. The Coastal Area Plan 
covers the land within the Coastal Zone Boundary along the Pacific Coast. The Coastal Area Plan 
addresses shoreline access and public trails; development in scenic areas, coastal hazards, and 
coastal bluffs; environmentally sensitive habitat areas; cultural resources; transportation; and public 
services. 
 
For policies concerning sea level rise, see Chapter 7, Hazards and Safety Element. 

 
 

 
To protect and conserve coastal beaches and sand dunes, proactively enhance 
coastal and marine resources, and respond to projected sea level rise. [Source: 
Existing GPP Goal 1.10.1, modified] 

 
COS-2.1 Beach Erosion 
 The County shall strive to minimize the risk from the damaging effects of coastal wave hazards 

and beach erosion and reduce the rate of beach erosion. (MPSP, RDR, IGC) [Source: Existing 
GPP Goal 2.12.1.1 and 2.12.1.2, combined] 

COS-2.2 Beach Nourishment 
 The County shall support activities that trap or add sand through beach nourishment, dune 

restoration, and other adaptation strategies to enhance or create beaches in areas susceptible 
to sea-level rise and coastal flooding. (MPSP) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-2.3 Coastal Regional Sediment Action Committee 
 The County should work with the Beach Erosion Authority for Clean Oceans and Nourishment 

(BEACON), Ventura Port District, Channel Islands Harbor, cities, and the Navy to identify 
issues and establish common goals and objectives regarding sediment management, as well 
as to identify resources to meet defined goals. (IGC) [Source: New Policy, NBVC JLUS 
Strategy MAR-5A] 

COS-2.4 Mining Activities 
 The County shall require discretionary development for all mining activities in County streams 

and rivers to incorporate all feasible measures to mitigate beach sand replenishment impacts. 
(RDR) [Source: Existing GPP Policy 1.10.2.4, modified] 

COS-2.5 Shoreline Protective Structure Design 
 The County shall require all shoreline protective structures which alter natural shoreline 

processes to be designed to eliminate or mitigate adverse impacts on local shoreline sand 
supplies. (MPSP, IGC) [Source: Existing GPP Policy 1.10.2.3] 

COS-2.6 Public Access 
 The County shall continue to plan for the preservation, conservation, efficient use of, enjoyment of, 

and access to resources, as appropriate, within Ventura County for present and future generations . 
(IGC) [Source: Existing GPP Goal 1.1.1.2] 
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COS-2.7 Preserve Public Access 
 The County shall work with federal, state, and local jurisdictions, agencies, and organizations to 

assess the vulnerability of public coastal access points and prioritize protection for those that 
provide the greatest benefits to residents and visitors. (PSR, IGC, JP) [Source: New Policy, 
OPR Sea-Level Rise Guidance] 

COS-2.8 Coastal Fisheries 
 The County shall encourage community programs that are designed to improve the quality of 

coastal fisheries and marine resources (PSR, IGC) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-2.9 Estuarine Protections 
 The County shall support efforts by other agencies and organizations to maintain and enhance 

estuarine systems in order to protect and enhance coastal fisheries and other marine 
resources. (PSR, IGC) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-2.10 Saltwater Intrusion 
 The County shall work with Federal, State, and local jurisdictions, agencies, and organizations 

to monitor saltwater intrusion and take proactive steps to reduce intrusion, including: 

 working to maintain and restore coastal wetlands buffers; 

 enhancing groundwater management to prevent excessive pumping in order to restore 
groundwater levels needed to reduce saltwater intrusion; and 

 implementing mitigation measures to prevent saltwater intrusion into estuaries and 
groundwater basins including, but not limited to, implementation of reactive barriers and 
use of pumps to divert saltwater. 

(PSR, IGC, JP) [Source: New Policy, OPR Sea-Level Rise Guidance] 

COS-2.11 Dune Vegetation 
 Discretionary development which would result in the removal of dune vegetation shall be 

conditioned to replace the vegetation. (RDR) [Source: Existing GPP Policy 1.10.2.2] 
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6.3 Scenic Resources 

Scenic resources improve quality of life. From the coastline to the forested mountains of the north, the county 
contains aesthetic features that continue to attract visitors and provide pleasure to residents. The County is 
dedicated to conservation of these resources and ensuring visual access to them. Conservation of aesthetic 
resources is most critical where they will frequently be viewed, such as in proximity to a highway or a residential 
area. From panoramic views of the Santa Monica Mountains in the south to northern vistas of the Topatopa 
mountain range in the Los Padres National Forest and scenic views of coastal beaches and cliffs in the west, 
Ventura County offers a variety scenic resources.  

 

Policies related to parks and recreational facilities are in Chapter 5, Public Facilities, Services, and 
Infrastructure Element. 

 
 

 
To preserve, protect, and enhance the unique scenic resources in Ventura County, 
and ensure access to scenic resources within Ventura County for present and future 
generations. [Source: Existing GPP Goal 1.1.1.2, 1.7.1.1, and 1.7.1.2, modified] 

 
COS-3.1 Scenic Roadways 
 The County shall protect the visual character of scenic resources visible from state or County 

designated scenic roadways. (RDR) [Source: Existing GPP Goal 1.7.1.2, modified] 

COS-3.2 Tree Canopy 
 The County shall encourage the planting of trees and the protection of existing urban forests 

and native woodlands, savannahs, and tree canopy throughout the county, including along 
State or County designated scenic roadways and in residential and commercial zones 
throughout the county, especially those located within designated disadvantaged communities. 
(MPSP, RDR) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-3.3 Utility Undergrounding Priority 
 The County shall give overhead utility undergrounding within high fire hazard areas and Scenic 

Resource Areas first priority when allocating County Utility Undergrounding Funds. (MPSP, FB) 
[Source: Existing GPP Policy 1.7.2.3, modified] 

COS-3.4 Visual Impacts from Reservoirs 
 The County shall ensure that reservoirs are not sited on prominent ridgelines and that new 

reservoirs are well-screened with native vegetation and berms and, if possible, are 
undergrounded. (RDR) [Source: Existing Lake Sherwood/Hidden Valley Area Plan Policy 
2.5.2.3, Oak Park Area Plan Policy 1.4.2.3, and Thousand Oaks Area Plan Policy 1.4.2.7, 
modified] 

COS-3.5 Ridgeline and Hilltop Preservation 
 The County shall ensure that ridgelines and major hilltops remain undeveloped and that 

discretionary development is sited and designed to remain below significant ridgelines, except 
as required for communication or similar facilities. (RDR) [Source: Ojai Valley Area Plan 
Goal 1.6.1.3, modified] 
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COS-3.6 Open Space Character 
 The County shall require discretionary development outside of Existing Communities be 

planned and designed to maintain the scenic open space character of the surrounding area, 
including view corridors from highways. Discretionary development should integrate design, 
construction, and maintenance techniques that minimize the visibility of structures from public 
viewing locations within scenic vistas. (RDR) [Source: New Policy] 

 

6.4 Cultural, Historical, Paleontological, and 
Archaeological Resources 

Cultural resources are most frequently identified with prehistoric (archaeological) or historic resources. Cultural 
resources in Ventura County include prehistoric indigenous Native American sites, historic areas of occupation 
and activity, and features of the natural environment. Cultural resources also include non-renewable, nonmaterial 
resources such as cognitive systems (including meanings and values attached to items of material culture, biota, 
and the physical environment), religion and world views, traditional or customary behavior patterns, kinship and 
social organization, and folklore. 

Historical resources refer to the material and nonmaterial expressions of human adaptations that characterized 
the post-contact (historic) period. These resources include historic event or activity sites, historic archaeological 
sites, standing architecture and other significant properties, and documents and other sources of historical 
information, and objects of material culture. Also, more nonmaterial cultural qualities, such as folklore, social 
organization, and value systems, can be associated with these properties. 

Paleontological resources refer to the fossilized remains of plant and animal life. In Ventura County, 
paleontological remains include examples from most of geological history, including the Paleozoic (542 to 251 
million years ago), the Mesozoic (251 to 65.5 million years ago), and the Cenozoic (65.5 million years ago to the 
present). Careful scientific study of fossilized life forms preserved in the sedimentary and metamorphic rocks of 
the Ventura County region can lead to identification of local paleo-environmental conditions and biological 
evolutionary trends. In addition, certain fossil remains are only found in isolated outcrops in Ventura County and 
are therefore of unique scientific interest. 

Archaeological resources refer to the material remains (e.g., artifacts, structures) produced by human beings, 
whether intentionally or accidentally. The scientific study of these remains can lead to identification of activities, 
types of adaptation to the environment, and changes in activities and organization that groups of people in the 
past experienced. Furthermore, these remains often have special significance to Native Americans, ethnic 
groups, special interest groups (e.g., avocational archaeologists), as well as the general public. 

 

 
To preserve and protect cultural, historical, paleontological, and archaeological 
resources in Ventura County, including Native American resources, for their scientific, 
educational, and cultural value. [Source: Existing GPP Goal 1.8.1.1, modified] 

 
COS-4.1 Cultural, Historical, Paleontological, and Archaeological Resources Inventory 
 The County shall maintain an inventory of cultural, historical, paleontological, and 

archaeological resources in Ventura County based on project studies and secondary 
resources. (MPSP) [Source: Existing GPP Goal 1.1.1.1, modified] 
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COS-4.2 Cooperation for Cultural, Historical, Paleontological, and Archaeological Resource 
Preservation 

 The County shall cooperate with cities, special districts, other appropriate organizations, and 
private landowners to identify and preserve the county's cultural, historical, paleontological, and 
archaeological resources (IGC) [Source: Existing GPP Goal 1.8.1.2, modified] 

COS-4.3 Historical Landmarks Preservation 
 The County shall require all structures and sites that are designated, or being considered for 

designation, as County Historical Landmarks to be preserved as a condition of discretionary 
development, in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior Standards, unless a structure is 
unsafe or deteriorated beyond repair. The property owner shall place an appropriate marker on 
the site to describe the historical significance of the structure, site or event. (RDR) [Source: 
Existing Oak Park Area Plan Policy 1.5.2.2, Ojai Valley Area Plan Policy 1.7.2.2, and Thousand 
Oaks Area Plan Policy 1.5.2.2, modified] 

COS-4.4 Discretionary Development and Cultural, Historical, Paleontological, and 
Archaeological Resource Preservation  

 The County shall require discretionary development be assessed for potential cultural, 
historical, paleontological, and archaeological resources by a qualified professional and be 
designed to avoid impacts to these resources whenever to the maximum extent feasible. 
Unavoidable impacts, whenever possible shall be reduced to a less than significant level and/or 
shall be mitigated by extracting maximum recoverable data. (RDR) [Source: Existing GPP 
Policy 1.8.2.1, GPP Policy 1.8.2.2, Ojai Valley Area Plan Goal 1.7.1.2 and Policy 1.7.2.1, 
Thousand Oaks Area Plan Goal 1.5.1.4 and Policy 1.5.2.1, Oak Park Area Plan Policy 1.5.2.1, 
and Piru Area Plan Policy 1.4.2.2, modified] 

COS-4.5 Adaptive Reuse of Historic Structures 
 The County shall encourage discretionary development to adaptively reuse architecturally or 

historically significant buildings if the original use of the structure is no longer feasible and the 
new use is allowed by the underlying land use designation and zoning district. (RDR) [Source: 
New Policy] 

COS-4.6 Architectural Design to Reflect Historic and Cultural Traditions 
 The County shall encourage discretionary development to incorporate architectural designs and 

features that reflect the historical and cultural traditions characteristic to the area or community. 
(RDR) [Source: Existing Piru Area Plan Policy 1.4.2.3, modified] 

COS-4.7 Cultural Heritage Board Review 
Prior to environmental review of discretionary development, the County shall determine whether 
a site has potential archaeological, architectural or historical significance and provide this 
information to the County Cultural Heritage Board for evaluation and recommendation to the 
appropriate decision-making body. (RDR) [Source: Existing GPP Policy 1.8.2.5] 
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6.5 Soil and Mineral Resources 

Approximately 65 percent of the soil associations in the county have the capacity to produce varying amounts and 
types of agricultural commodities. Typically, gentler slopes can produce the largest crop variety including 
strawberries, irrigated vegetables, row crops, and citrus. The steeper the elevation, the more rooted the crops 
must be, which tends to favor tree nuts, avocados, and citrus crops. The remaining 35 percent of soil associations 
in the county either cannot support agricultural production due to slope, soil composition, access to water, 
elevation, or the capacity for production is minimal.  

Mineral Resources are defined as naturally occurring inorganic materials in the earth’s crust that are of economic 
value and can be extracted. Mineral resources in Ventura County consist primarily of aggregate resources, more 
commonly known as construction grade sand, gravel, and stone. Other mineral resources within the County 
include clay, shale, gypsum, silica sand, limestone, and phosphate. 

 

 To preserve and protect soil resources in the county from erosion and for agricultural 
productivity. [Source: New Goal] 

 
COS-5.1 Soil Protection  
 The County shall strive to protect soil resources from erosion, contamination, and other effects 

that substantially reduce their value or lead to the creation of hazards. (RDR, SO)  
[Source: New Policy] 

COS-5.2 Erosion Control 
 The County shall encourage the planting of vegetation on soils exposed by grading activities, 

not related to agricultural production, to decrease soil erosion. (RDR, PSR)  
[Source: New Policy] 

COS-5.3 Soil Productivity 
 The County shall encourage landowners to participate in voluntary programs that reduce soil 

erosion and increase soil productivity. To this end, the County shall promote coordination 
between the Natural Resources Conservation Service, Ventura County Resource Conservation 
District, University of California Cooperative Extension, and other similar agencies and 
organizations. (RDR) [Source: New Policy] 

 

Policies related to landslide potential and erosion are in Chapter 7, Hazards and Safety Element. 

 
 

 
To manage mineral resources in a manner that identifies economically significant 
mineral deposits and plans for and protects access to, extraction, and long-term 
conservation of mineral resources for existing and future generations. [Source: 
Existing GPP Goal 1.4.1.1 and GPP Goal 1.4.1.2 , modified] 

 
COS-6.1 Balanced Mineral Resource Production and Conservation 
 The County shall balance the development and conservation of mineral resources with 

economic, health, safety, and social and environmental protection values. (MPSP, IGC, RDR) 
[Source: New Policy] 
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COS-6.2 Significant Mineral Resource Deposits 
 The County shall maintain maps of mineral resources deposits as identified by the California 

State Geologist as having regional or statewide significance and any additional deposits as 
may be identified by the County. The County shall provide notice to landowners and the 
general public on the location of significant mineral resource deposits. (MPSP, PI) [Source: 
Existing GPP Goal 1.4.1.2, modified] 

COS-6.3 Mineral Extraction Location Priority 
 The County shall promote the extraction of mineral resources locally to minimize economic 

costs and environmental effects associated with transporting these resources. (IGC, JP)  
[Source: Existing GPP Goal 1.4.1.3, modified] 

COS-6.4 Mineral Resource Area Protection 
 Discretionary development within Mineral Resource Zones identified by the California Division 

of Mines and Geology shall be subject to the Mineral Resource Protection (MRP) Overlay Zone 
and is prohibited if the use will significantly hamper or preclude access to or the extraction of 
mineral resources. (RDR) [Source: Existing GPP Policy 1.4.2.8, modified] 

COS-6.5 Mineral Resource Land Use Compatibility 
The County shall ensure that discretionary development is compatible with mineral resources 
extraction and processing if the development is to be located in areas identified on the Mineral 
Resource Zone Maps prepared by the California Geological Survey or in County identified 
mineral resource areas. The County shall: 

1. Require an evaluation to ascertain the significance of the mineral resources deposit located 
in the area of a discretionary development and to determine if the use would significantly 
hamper or preclude access to or the extraction of mineral resources. 

2. Require discretionary development proposed to be located adjacent to existing mining 
operations to provide a buffer between the development and mining operations to minimize 
land use incompatibility and avoid nuisance complaints.  

3. Establish a buffer distance based on an evaluation of noise, community character, 
compatibility, scenic resources, drainage, operating conditions, biological resources, 
topography, lighting, traffic, operating hours, and air quality. 

 (RDR) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-6.6 In-River Mining 
The County shall require discretionary development for in-river mining to incorporate all feasible 
measures to mitigate water, biological resource, flooding, and erosion impacts. (RDR) [Source: 
Existing GPP Policy 1.4.2.3, modified] 
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6.6 Oil and Gas Resources 

Oil and gas are major energy resources in Ventura County. There are currently (2018) 57 oil companies operating 
in Ventura County under the authority of 135 conditional use permits granted by the County to authorize oil and 
gas activities. Oil and gas are produced in Ventura County using both traditional and enhanced recovery 
techniques. While there is significant oil and gas production in Ventura County, no new offshore oil and gas 
development is anticipated in the county or nearby Federal waters because of regulation and opposition from the 
California State Lands Commission. 

 

 To effectively and safely manage the exploration, production, and drilling of oil and 
gas resources in Ventura County. [Source: New Goal] 

 
COS-7.1 Minimum Site Area 
 The County shall only approve discretionary development for oil and gas development if the 

area of ground disturbance constitutes the minimum necessary to accomplish the project 
objectives. (RDR) [Source: Existing El Rio/Del Norte Area Plan Policy 1.3.2.4 and Ojai Valley 
Area Plan Policy 1.3.2.8, modified] 

COS-7.2 Oil Well Distance Criteria 
 The County shall require new discretionary oil wells to be located a minimum of 1,500 feet from 

residential dwellings and 2,500 from any school. (RDR) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-7.3 Compliance with Current Policies, Standards, and Conditions 
 The County shall require new or modified discretionary development permits for oil and gas 

exploration, production, drilling, and related operations be subject to current State and County 
policies, standards, and conditions. (RDR) [Source: Existing GPP Policy 1.4.2.5, and Ojai 
Valley Area Plan Policy 1.3.2.9, modified] 

COS-7.4 Electrically-Powered Equipment for Oil and Gas Exploration and Production 
 The County shall require discretionary development for oil and gas exploration and production 

to use electrically-powered equipment from 100 percent renewable sources and cogeneration, 
where feasible, to reduce air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions from internal combustion 
engines and equipment. (RDR) [Source: Existing Ojai Valley Area Plan Policy 1.3.2.3 and Piru 
Area Plan Policy 1.2.2.3, modified] 

COS-7.5 Restoration and Revegetation of Sites Used for Oil and Gas Exploration, Extraction, 
and Production 

 The County shall require that discretionary development for oil and gas exploration activities be 
conditioned to require the restoration and revegetation of the site if the exploration does not 
result in oil and gas production facilities. (RDR) [Source: Ojai Valley Area Plan Policy 1.3.2.5, 
modified] 

COS-7.6 Abandoned Oil and Gas Well Identification 
 The County shall evaluate discretionary development to identify any abandoned oil and gas 

wells on the project site. (RDR) [Source: Existing GPP Program 1.4.3.2, modified] 

COS-7.7 Conveyance for Oil and Produced Water 
The County shall require new discretionary oil wells to use pipelines to convey oil and produced 
water; oil and produced water shall not be trucked. (RDR) [Source: New Policy] 
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COS-7.8 Gas Collection, Use, and Disposal 
The County shall require that gases emitted from all new discretionary oil and gas wells shall be 
collected and used or removed for sale or proper disposal. Flaring or venting shall only be 
allowed in cases of emergency or for testing purposes. (RDR) [Source: Existing Ojai Valley 
Policy 1.3.2.2, modified] 

 

6.7 Energy Resource Conservation 

Energy resources are important natural resources that support the expansion of the region’s economic base, its 
agricultural sector, and infrastructure capacity. As traditional sources of energy are depleted, there is a need to 
reduce energy consumption and develop alternate methods of power generation. California has made it a priority 
over the past decade to reduce energy demand through energy conservation and efficiency. As such, there has 
been an increasing investment in a range of energy efficiency and conservation programs. In line with statewide 
requirements and best practices, this section focuses on promoting energy conservation and supporting a 
diversity of energy resource development in the county. 

Additional policies related to climate change monitoring and adaptation are in Chapter 7, Hazards and 
Safety Element. 

 
 

 To minimize energy consumption and increase the use of renewable energy. 
[Source: Existing GPP Goal 1.9.1.1 and GPP Goal 1.9.1.2, modified] 

 
COS-8.1 Reduce Reliance on Fossil Fuels 
 The County shall promote the development and use of renewable energy resources (e.g., solar, 

thermal, wind, tidal, bioenergy, hydroelectricity) to reduce dependency on petroleum-based 
energy sources. (IGC, RDR) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-8.2 Incentives for Energy Efficiency 
 The County shall encourage the State and energy utility companies to provide programs, 

rebates, and incentives for energy efficiency installation and retrofit projects. (IGC) [Source: 
Existing GPP Goal 1.9.1.3, modified] 

COS-8.3 Coordinate Climate Action Plan with Cities and Organizations  
The County shall facilitate the coordination of its Climate Action Plan implementation and 
maintenance with the cities in the county, the Air Pollution Control District, and other 
organizations to promote countywide collaboration on addressing climate change. (SO, IGC) 
[Source: New Policy] 

COS-8.4 Clean Power Alliance 
 The County, as a signatory to a legal entity created under a Joint Powers Authority with 

neighboring communities, shall continue to serve as an active member of the Clean Power 
Alliance or similar organization providing local customer access to electricity generated from 
low carbon renewable energy sources in excess of State requirements. (SO, IGC)  
[Source: New Policy] 
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COS-8.5 Decarbonize Communitywide Electricity Supplies 
 The County shall work with utility providers to offer residents options to purchase and use 

renewable energy resources. (SO, IGC, JP) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-8.6 Zero Net Energy and Zero Net Carbon Buildings 
 The County shall support the transition to zero net energy and zero net carbon buildings, 

including electrification of new buildings. (RDR) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-8.7 Sustainable Building Practices 
The County shall promote sustainable building practices that incorporate a “whole systems” 
approach for design and construction that consumes less energy, water, and other non-
renewable resources, such as by facilitating passive ventilation and effective use of daylight. 
(RDR) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-8.8 Renewable Energy Features in Discretionary Development 
 The County shall encourage the integration of features that support the generation, 

transmission, efficient use, and storage of renewable energy sources in discretionary 
development (RDR) [Source: Existing GPP Goal 1.9.1.2, modified] 

COS-8.9 Urban Tree Canopy Improvements for Energy Conservation 
 The County shall encourage discretionary development to include the planting of shade trees 

on each property and within parking areas to reduce radiation heat production. (RDR)  
[Source: New Policy] 

COS-8.10 Battery Energy Storage Systems  
 The County shall encourage battery energy storage systems as an option for optimizing the 

management of electricity generated by renewable resources. (RDR) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-8.11 Energy Conservation in Area Plan Land Use Policies 
 Land use policies in area plans should be developed to promote energy conservation and 

should include the following: 

1. The pattern of residential, commercial and industrial land use should be compact, relate to 
transit routes and centers and minimize vehicular travel. 

2. The infill of vacant lots should be encouraged over step-out developments 

 (RDR) [Source: Existing GPP Policy 1.9.2.2] 

 

6.8 Open Space 

There are approximately 640,000 acres of open space in Ventura County that are managed by federal, state, 
county, special district, local, and non-profit agencies and organizations. A portion of these open spaces are 
accessible to the public and offer a variety of recreational opportunities in different settings.  

The United States Forest Service (USFS) manages 87 percent, or 561,000 acres, of open space lands in Ventura 
County, which makes up almost all of north Ventura County. However, access to USFS lands is limited in part due 
to the wildlife conservation areas for the California condor and the existence of private lands near the southern 
forest boundary, which often do not have easements for public access. Non-USFS lands in Ventura County (other 
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federal, state, and local lands) totaling approximately 79,000 acres, are mostly clustered near Ventura County’s 
southeastern border.  

Although Ventura County residents have a wide array of open space and recreational opportunities, distance to 
open space, and access, varies substantially throughout the county. Thus, some Ventura County residents do not 
have access to open space/park resources within walking distance, or a half mile of their residence. 

 

 
To develop and maintain a comprehensive system of parks, recreation, and natural 
open space lands that meet the active and passive recreation and open space 
needs of Ventura County residents and visitors. [Source: New Goal] 

 
COS-9.1 Open Space Preservation 
 The County shall preserve natural open space resources through: 

 the concentration of development in Urban Areas and Existing Communities; 

 use of cluster or compact development techniques in discretionary development adjacent 
to natural open space resources; 

 maintaining large lot sizes in agricultural areas, rural and open space areas; 

 discouraging conversion of lands currently used for agricultural production or grazing; 

 limiting development in areas constrained by natural hazards; and  

 encouraging agricultural and ranching interests to maintain natural habitat in open space 
areas where the terrain or soil is not conducive to agricultural production or grazing. 

 (RDR) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-9.2 Public Open Space 
 The County shall explore possible resources for public acquisition of permanent open space for 

public use. (IGC, JP) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-9.3 Open Space Preservation 
 The County shall place a high priority on preserving open space lands for recreation, habitat 

protection, wildlife movement, flood hazard management, public safety, water resource 
protection, and overall community benefit. (PSP) [Source: New Policy]  
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6.9 Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Reduction 

Climate change is a global problem caused by the cumulative warming effects of greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions. Governments at all levels, non-governmental agencies, and private citizens and businesses are now 
acting to mitigate GHG emissions as quickly as possible to reduce or avoid the most catastrophic effects of 
climate change.  

 



This section contains policy components of the County’s approach to greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions reduction and is a key part of the County’s overall Climate Action Plan (CAP). As noted in 
the General Plan introduction, the County developed an integrated approach to addressing climate 
change in the General Plan by incorporating policies and programs that address climate change 

throughout the General Plan elements. These policy components are designated with the  icon 
next to applicable CAP policies. As such, the General Plan will serve as the County’s CAP. 
 
Details on the purpose of the CAP, details regarding the General Plan’s integrated climate action 
strategy, and a summary of results of key technical analyses used to develop the CAP strategy are 
contained in Appendix B. Section B.1 of this Appendix includes the components of the County’s GHG 
emissions reduction strategy, while Section B.2 of this Appendix documents the County’s vulnerability 
to climate change and Climate Adaptation strategy.  

 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Strategy 
The current inventory of GHG emissions is organized by the following seven sectors, presented in decreasing 
order by level of contribution. Information on the detailed activity data, assumptions, and calculations used to 
develop the County’s GHG inventory are included in Attachment 1 to Appendix B. 

 Transportation 

 Building Energy 

 Solid Waste 

 Stationary Sources 

 Agriculture 

 Water and Wastewater 

 Off-Road Equipment 

Climate Change Adaptation and Resilience Strategy 
In accordance with the requirements of SB 379 (2015), codified in Government Code section 65302(g)(4), climate 
change adaptation and resilience must be addressed in the safety element of all general plans in California. 
Appendix B contains a section that summarizes the County’s vulnerability assessment and a list of all CAP 
policies within the General Plan. Chapter 12, “Climate Change,” of the General Plan Background Report, released 
in January of 2018, summarizes the County’s vulnerabilities to the effects of climate change over the coming 
century. The key findings of Chapter 12 of the General Plan Background Report include: 

 a rise of three to six degrees Fahrenheit (°F) by 2090 in the County; 

 coastal erosion of up to 1.36 meters (4.46 feet) by 2100 due to sea-level rise; 
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 more frequent flooding events and more extensive and longer duration of flooding; 

 elevated groundwater levels and salinity intrusion due to sea-level rise;  

 the exposure of approximately 23,300 people countywide to inundation from a 100-year flood event 
combined with a 1.4-meter (4.6-foot) rise in sea level, many of whom are low income or especially 
vulnerable;  

 the exposure of approximately 170 miles of roads and railways, hospitals, schools, emergency facilities, 
wastewater treatment plants, three power plants, and a naval base from a 100-year flood event combined 
with a 1.4-meter (4.6-foot) rise in sea level;  

 habitat fragmentation due to changes in precipitation, increased temperatures, and rising sea levels;  

 an increase of up to 79 extreme heat days per year by 2099; and 

 a 15 percent increase countywide in the potential amount of area burned by wildfire between 2020 and 
2085 as compared to historical trends.  

This background information is further summarized in Appendix Section B.2.1, along with the specific goals, 
policies and implementation programs contained in the General Plan elements that address climate vulnerability 
and adaptation.  

 

 To improve the long-term sustainability of the community through local efforts to 
reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. [Source: New Goal] 

 
COS-10.1 Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Reduction Strategy 
 The County shall maintain and refer to the General Plan and its integrated greenhouse gas 

(GHG) Reduction Strategy as the County’s comprehensive plan for reducing community-wide 
GHG emissions in the unincorporated County. (RDR) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-10.2 Community Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Target for 2030 
 The County shall achieve a community-wide GHG emissions reduction target of 41 percent 

below 2015 levels by 2030. (RDR) [Source: New Policy] 

COS-10.3 Community Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Goals for 2040 and 2050 
 The County shall work towards achieving longer-term, post-2030 community-wide GHG 

emissions reduction goals, as follows: 

 61 percent below 2015 levels by 2040, and 

 80 percent below 2015 levels by 2050.  

 (RDR) [Source: New Policy] 

   

Exhibit 1 - CLG Annual Report for 2018-2019



Public Review Draft Policy Document 
 

6-18  Public Review Draft January 2020 
 

COS-10.4 Greenhouse Gas Reductions in Existing and New Development 
 The County shall reduce GHG emissions in both existing and new development through a 

combination of measures included in the GHG Strategy, which includes new and modified 
regulations, financing and incentive-based programs, community outreach and education 
programs, partnerships with local or regional agencies, and other related actions. (RDR) 
[Source: New Policy] 

 

6.10 Implementation Programs 

Programs 

Implements 
Which 
Policy(ies) 

Responsible 
 

Supporting 
Department(s) 20

20
 –

 2
02

5 

20
26

 –
 2

03
0 

20
31

 –
 2

04
0 

A
n

n
u

al
 

O
n

g
o

in
g

 

A Standards for Compact Development 
The County shall update the Non-Coastal 
Zoning Ordinance to include development 
standards for project design that features 
compact development adjacent to scenic or 
sensitive biological resources.  
[Source: New Program] 

COS-1.1 
COS-1.2 

RMA 
 

n/a  

   

B Update Initial Study Assessment 
Guidelines 
The County shall update the Initial Study 
Assessment Guidelines to identify a range 
of mitigation measures for protected 
biological resources. This will include 
updating Section 4, Biological Resources, to 
include the following California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) policy 
language regarding compensatory 
mitigation: “When there is no other feasible 
alternative to avoiding an impact to a 
wetland habitat, the County shall require the 
discretionary development to provide 
restoration and/or replacement habitat as 
compensatory mitigation such that no 
overall net loss of wetland habitat results 
from the development. The restoration 
and/or replacement habitat shall be "in kind" 
(i.e. same type and acreage) and provide 
wetland habitat of comparable biological 
value. On-site restoration and/or 
replacement shall be preferred wherever 
possible. A habitat restoration and/or 

COS-1.1 
COS-1.2 
COS-1.6 
COS-1.10 
COS-1.11 

RMA 
 

n/a  
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Programs 

Implements 
Which 
Policy(ies) 

Responsible 
 

Supporting 
Department(s) 20

20
 –

 2
02

5 

20
26

 –
 2

03
0 

20
31

 –
 2

04
0 

A
n

n
u

al
 

O
n

g
o

in
g

 

replacement plan to describe and 
implement such compensatory mitigation 
shall be developed in consultation with all 
agencies that have jurisdiction over the 
resource.” 
[Source: Existing GPP Policy 1.5.2.4, 
modified] 

C Update Tree Protection Ordinance 
The County shall update existing Tree 
Protection Regulations in the Non-Coastal 
Zoning Ordinance to further enhance 
conservation of our urban forests and the 
preservation of the County’s oak woodland 
resources. Updates shall include 
incorporation of Board-adopted 
recommendations from the Ventura County 
Oak Woodlands Management Plan (2007), 
which include tree replacement offsets for 
ministerial development projects that 
remove protected trees, revisiting mitigation 
ratios for tree removal and oak woodland 
impacts for discretionary development 
projects. The update shall also evaluate 
existing protections for invasive, non-native 
trees and consider the degree to which they 
provide habitat for a species during critical 
life stages (e.g., colonial roost sites, 
breeding sites, etc.). In addition, the 
evaluation shall also include anticipated 
effects of climate change on the urban 
forest environment [Source: New Program] 
 

COS-1.1 
COS-3.2 

RMA 
 

GSA (Parks) 

   

D Research Feasibility of Updating 
Vegetation Maps  
In partnership with other natural resource 
agencies and organizations, the County 
shall explore the feasibility of updating 
vegetation maps for unincorporated areas 
to facilitate the accurate analysis of 
potential impacts of development on 
vegetation communities and other sensitive 
biological resources. If necessary, the 

COS-1.1 
COS-1.10 
COS-1.11 

RMA 
 

PWA 
Watershed 
Protection 
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Programs 

Implements 
Which 
Policy(ies) 

Responsible 
 

Supporting 
Department(s) 20

20
 –

 2
02

5 

20
26

 –
 2

03
0 

20
31

 –
 2

04
0 

A
n

n
u

al
 

O
n

g
o

in
g

 

County shall develop or modify regulations 
and development standards to ensure 
adequate protections for vegetation 
communities. [Source: New Program] 

E Update Non-Coastal Zoning Ordinance 
Standards for Vegetation Communities 
Based on the results of Implementation 
Program COS-D, (updated vegetation 
mapping), the County shall develop or 
modify regulations and development 
standards to ensure adequate protections 
for vegetation mapping, if necessary.  

COS-1.1 
COS-1.6 
COS-1.10 
COS-1.11 

RMA 
 

n/a  

   

F Evaluate Increase to Standard Setback 
from Wetland 
The County shall evaluate whether a 
standards 200-foot setback from wetlands 
should apply to development in order to 
improve water quality, reduce the impacts of 
flooding and provide adequate protection for 
sensitive biological resources [Source: New 
Program] 

COS-1.1 
COS-1.2 
COS-1.10 
COS-1.11 

RMA 
 

n/a  

   

G Identification of Critical Habitats 
The County shall continue to partner with 
state and federal agencies to identify those 
areas of the County that are considered to 
be critical habitats of endangered, 
threatened or rare species as well as for 
other significant biological resources.  
[Source: Existing GPP Program 1.5.3.1, 
modified] 

COS-1.9 
COS-1.10 
COS-1.11 

RMA 
 

n/a 

    

H County Tree Planting Program 
The County shall plant at least one 
thousand trees annually. [Source: New 
Program] 
 

COS-1.15 CEO 
GSA 
RMA 

 
Other County 
Agencies, as 
appropriate 
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Programs 

Implements 
Which 
Policy(ies) 

Responsible 
 

Supporting 
Department(s) 20

20
 –

 2
02

5 

20
26

 –
 2

03
0 

20
31

 –
 2

04
0 

A
n

n
u

al
 

O
n

g
o

in
g

 

I Grants for Climate Change Adaptation 
Activities 
The County shall apply for grants through 
the California Coastal Commission and 
other organizations for beach nourishment, 
dune restoration, and other adaptation 
activities to improve the resilience of county 
beaches to sea-level rise and coastal 
flooding. [Source: New Program] 
 

COS-2.1 
COS-2.2 

PWA 
 

n/a 

    

J Scenic Highway Designations 
The County shall seek official State Scenic 
Highway designations for County 
designated Scenic Highways. [Source: 
Existing GPP Program 1.7.3.2, modified] 

COS-3.1 RMA    

K Preservation Guidelines for Significant 
Cultural, Historical, Paleontological, and 
Archaeological Resources 
The County shall prepare, and regularly 
update, specific guidelines for the 
preservation of significant cultural, 
historical, paleontological, and 
archaeological resources. [Source: Existing 
Thousand Oaks Area Plan Goal 1.5.1.2, 
modified] 

COS-4.1 
COS-4.2 
COS-4.3 
COS-4.4 

RMA 
 

n/a 

    

L Oil and Gas Well Stimulation Treatment 
The County shall require discretionary 
projects that include fracking, well 
stimulation treatment, cyclic steaming, 
and/or steam flooding be evaluated for 
potential effects on ground water 
contamination, exacerbation of seismic 
activity, water use, greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions, and other impacts. [Source: New 
Program] 

COS-7.4 RMA 
 

n/a 

    

M Oil and Gas Tax 
The County shall evaluate the feasibility of 
establishing a local tax on new oil and gas 
operations located in the unincorporated 
county. [Source: New Program] 
 

COS-8.1 
 

CEO 
 

n/a 
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Programs 

Implements 
Which 
Policy(ies) 

Responsible 
 

Supporting 
Department(s) 20

20
 –

 2
02

5 

20
26

 –
 2

03
0 

20
31

 –
 2

04
0 

A
n

n
u

al
 

O
n

g
o

in
g

 

N Sustainable Building, Siting, and 
Landscaping Practice Guidelines 
The County shall prepare sustainable 
building, siting, and landscaping practice 
guidelines that promote a whole systems 
approach to building designs and 
construction techniques that reduce 
consumption of non-renewable resources 
such as oil, gas and water and promote 
renewable energy use.  
[Source: New Program] 
 

COS-8.7 
COS-8.8 

RMA 
 

GSA 

   

O Assessment of Land Near Electrical 
Transmission and Distribution Lines 
The County shall conduct a study and 
prepare a publicly available assessment of 
suitable undeveloped lands near electrical 
transmission and distribution lines that 
serve as priority areas for the development 
of utility-scale solar energy generation and 
storage projects. If suitable locations are 
identified, the County shall establish a new 
zone, called a Renewable Energy Priority 
Zone, for these sites in the County’s 
Coastal and Non-Coastal Zoning 
Ordinances. [Source: New Program] 
 

COS-8.1 
COS-8.5 

RMA 
 

REA 
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Programs 

Implements 
Which 
Policy(ies) 

Responsible 
 

Supporting 
Department(s) 20

20
 –

 2
02

5 

20
26

 –
 2

03
0 

20
31

 –
 2

04
0 

A
n

n
u

al
 

O
n

g
o

in
g

 

P Study to Demonstrate Energy and 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Savings 
The County shall conduct a study that 
demonstrates the energy and greenhouse 
gas (GHG) savings of the options identified 
in Implementation Program COS-L using 
modeled building prototypes. To satisfy 
state regulatory requirements for Energy 
Reach Code adoption, the study shall also 
demonstrate long-term cost savings of the 
options through a life-cycle cost analysis 
that considers the initial costs of efficiency 
improvements offset by utility bill cost 
savings and other relevant factors.  
[Source: New Program] 
 

COS-8.1 
COS-8.6 

CEO 
 

RMA  
REA 

   

Q Incentives for Development in the 
Renewable Energy Priority Zone 
To incentivize the development of the 
Renewable Energy Priority Zone sites, the 
County shall consider waiving permit fees 
and providing a reduction on the annual 
property tax assessment for the portion of 
land used for renewable energy generation 
or storage. [Source: New Program] 
 

COS-8.5 CEO 
 

RMA 
REA 

   

R Performance-Based Building Code for 
Green Building 
The County shall update the Building Code 
to establish performance-based standards 
that incentivize green building techniques. 
[Source: New Program] 
 

COS-8.6 
COS-8.7 
COS-8.8 

RMA 
 

REA 

   

S Building Code Update 
The County shall update the Building Code 
to include a mandatory Energy Reach 
Code. [Source: New Program] 
 

COS-8.6 
COS-8.7 

RMA 
 

REA 
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T Energy Consumption Performance 
The County shall continue to review its 
energy consumption performance and 
implement programs designed to increase 
energy efficiency in County-owned 
buildings, including, but not limited to: 

 reduced operating hours for heating, 
ventilating and lighting systems, 

 installation of weather stripping on all 
openable doors and windows, 

 development of energy audit and 
energy management programs, 

 implementation of operation and 
maintenance programs which 
contribute to energy conservation, 

 develop energy audits and energy 
management programs for all 
County-owned facilities, 

 develop a plan to re-invest utility 
company rebates and utility savings 
into a long-range funding program 
for on-going conservation projects, 

 implement operational and 
maintenance programs which 
contribute to energy conservation, 

 investigate and implement new 
energy technologies such as solar 
and fuel cells, 

 install energy management systems 
in all County-owned facilities to 
control air conditioning and lighting 
systems where beneficial, 

 install ceiling, wall, and roof 
insulation whenever feasible, 

 install plumbing flow restrictors in 
toilets, lavatories and showers, and 

 provide energy conservation training 
and literature to all County agencies. 

[Source: Existing GPP Program 1.9.3.1, 
modified] 
 

 

COS-8.7 GSA
 

REA 
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Programs 

Implements 
Which 
Policy(ies) 

Responsible 
 

Supporting 
Department(s) 20

20
 –

 2
02

5 

20
26

 –
 2

03
0 

20
31

 –
 2

04
0 

A
n

n
u

al
 

O
n

g
o

in
g

 

U Solar Canopies in Non-Residential 
Projects 
The County shall amend the County’s 
Coastal and Non-Coastal Zoning 
Ordinances to require parking lots for new 
non-residential construction projects, with 
floor area of greater than 50,000 square 
feet, to include solar canopies.  
[Source: New Program] 
 

COS-8.8 
COS-8-9 

RMA 
 

PWA 

   

V Improve Energy Conservation 
Awareness 
The County shall encourage community 
members to conserve energy and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and increase 
awareness about energy efficiency and 
climate change and adaptation, to conduct 
targeted outreach to homeowners and 
contractors to encourage installation of 
electric appliances upon routine 
replacement of natural gas appliances and 
heaters and provide information regarding 
financial incentives. [Source: New Program] 
 

COS-8.1 
COS-8.6 
COS-8.7 

CEO 
 

REA 

    

W Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
Program 
The County shall develop a behavior 
change program for energy efficiency and 
conservation. This program would provide 
energy literacy training for low-income 
customers on buying energy-efficient 
products or using energy more efficiently; 
develop and offer digital applications 
offering real-time energy use information to 
residents and businesses; offer anonymized 
data on community energy use for residents 
to compare performance; and provide 
rewards or rebates for improved energy 
conservation. [Source: New Program] 
 

COS-Goal 8 CEO 
 

REA 
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Programs 

Implements 
Which 
Policy(ies) 

Responsible 
 

Supporting 
Department(s) 20

20
 –

 2
02

5 

20
26

 –
 2

03
0 

20
31

 –
 2

04
0 

A
n

n
u

al
 

O
n

g
o

in
g

 

X Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Strategy 
Implementation 
The County shall implement the General 
Plan GHG Strategy through specific 
policies, programs, and implementing 
actions integrated throughout the General 
Plan and summarized in Appendix B. 
[Source: New Program] 
 

See all 
policies and 
programs 
tagged with a 

 symbol in 
General Plan 

RMA  
 

Varies (see 
descriptions for 
individual 
components or 
GHG reduction 
measures) 

    

Y Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Strategy 
Monitoring 
The County shall implement, under the 
overall direction of the CEO and with 
support of RMA, PWA, GSA, AGC, FD, and 
other departments as appropriate, the GHG 
Strategy through specific policies, 
programs, and implementing actions 
integrated throughout the General Plan and 
summarized in Appendix B, Climate Action 
Plan, as well as other appropriate actions 
adopted from time to time. The greenhouse 
gas reduction strategy shall consist of a 
comprehensive program to systematically 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions to meet 
adopted emission reduction targets and 
deadlines from all sectors – transportation, 
buildings, solid waste, stationary sources, 
agriculture, water and wastewater, and off-
road equipment,.  
[Source: New Program] 
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Z Public Reporting on Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG) Strategy Progress 
The County shall prepare public reports on 
the results of GHG Strategy implementation 
and monitoring and present these reports to 
the Board of Supervisors. The first report 
shall be submitted to the Board of 
Supervisors two years after the approval of 
the General Plan, after which the Board of 
Supervisors will determine the appropriate 
future reporting interval. The County shall 
also present a more detailed progress 
report to the Board of Supervisors, including 
results of the latest GHG inventory update, 
every five years.  
[Source: New Program] 
 

COS-10.1 
COS-10.2 
COS-10.3 
COS-10.4 

RMA 
 

CEO 

   

AA Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Inventory 
Updates 
The County shall update the County’s GHG 
emissions inventory at least every five 
years. [Source: New Program] 
 

COS-10.1 
COS-10.2 
COS-10.3 
COS-10.4 

RMA 
 

CEO 

 

BB Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Strategy 
Amendments 
The County may amend the GHG Strategy 
to ensure that the County is on track to 
achieve its 2030 target and making 
substantial progress towards achieving its 
longer-term, post-2030 goals.  
[Source: New Program] 
 

COS-10.1 
COS-10.2 
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COS-10.4 

RMA 
 

CEO 

    

CC Climate Emergency Council 
The County shall establish a Climate 
Emergency Council to advise the Board of 
Supervisors on climate action planning and 
implementation of the Climate Action Plan 
(CAP) goals, policies, and programs. 
[Source: New Program] 
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DD Budget and Staffing Plan for CAP 
Implementation 
The CEO shall, within six months from the 
adoption of the General Plan Update and 
Climate Action Plan, present to the Board of 
Supervisors a proposed budget and staffing 
plan (including qualified technical 
consultants) to implement the Climate 
Action Plan, and shall update the budget 
and staffing plan each year. [Source: New 
Program] 
 

COS-10.1 
COS-10.2 
COS-10.3 
COS-10.4 

CEO 
 

RMA 

    

EE Streamlining Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 
Analysis for Projects Consistent with the 
General Plan 
Projects subject to environmental review 
under CEQA may be eligible for tiering and 
streamlining the analysis of GHG 
emissions, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15183.5, provided they incorporate 
applicable GHG reduction measures 
included in the GHG Strategy contained in 
the General Plan and Program EIR. The 
County shall review such projects to 
determine whether the following criteria are 
met: 

 Proposed project is consistent with 
the current General Plan land use 
designation and applicable zoning 
designations for the project site; 

 Proposed project incorporates all 
applicable GHG reduction measures 
(as documented in Appendix B to the 
General Plan and analyzed in the 
GHG Section of the Program EIR) 
into project design and/or as binding 
and enforceable mitigation measures 
in the project-specific CEQA 
document prepared for the project; 
and, 

COS-10.1 
COS-10.2 
COS-10.3 
COS-10.4 

RMA 
 

Varies (see 
descriptions for 
individual 
components or 
GHG reduction 
measures) 
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 Proposed project clearly 
demonstrates the method, timing 
and process for which the project will 
comply with applicable GHG 
reduction measures and/or 
conditions of approval.  

The County may develop more specific 
tiering and streamlining tools or procedures, 
such as a consistency review checklist, or 
more detailed guidance for determining 
consistency with the GHG Strategy.  

Similarly, the County may incorporate 
appropriate elements of such guidance and 
procedures into the County’s Initial Study 
Assessment Guidelines (ISAGs).  
[Source: New Program] 
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Attachment D – Public Outreach Publications
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 Public Outreach 

“May is Preservation Month” Display Ventura County Fair 
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Attachment E – Cultural Heritage Board Program Priorities for
Upcoming Year – April 17, 2020
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CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD PROGRAM PRIORITIES
Upcoming year – April 17, 2020

1

TASK
No.

PRIORITY
LEVEL
(High,
Low,

Medium)

PROPOSED
TIMELINE

(where
applicable)

PROPOSED TASKS NOTES ACTION TAKEN

1 HIGH 2020-2021 Assess and document needed
revisions to the Cultural Heritage
Ordinance with CHB, contract
city representatives, and County
Counsel.

Working session to be scheduled at a
CHB hearing or special session to
document proposed revisions to the
Cultural Heritage Ordinance. Note:
Any proposed revisions will ultimately
be forwarded as recommendations to
the Board of Supervisors.

Four issue areas
identified by CHB
subcommittee

Full CHB
authorized Staff to
work with contract
city representatives
on their feedback

Will continue this
goal into 2020-2021

2 HIGH 2020-2021 Finalize a process to review
demolition requests for
properties/structures over 50
years old that are not designated
Cultural Heritage Sites but are
potentially significant.

Deliverable: Updated zoning clearance
application instructions. Completion
requires consultation with County
Counsel and Planning Managers.
More research needed to determine
definitions and the criteria to be
integrated.

Current Process-
Counter staff
contacts CHB staff
for review and
assessment to
determine whether
a Certificate of
Appropriateness
(COA) is required.

Previously on hold
per Planning
Director

Will continue this
goal into 2020
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CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD PROGRAM PRIORITIES
Upcoming year – April 17, 2020

2

TASK
No.

PRIORITY
LEVEL
(High,
Low,

Medium)

PROPOSED
TIMELINE

(where
applicable)

PROPOSED TASKS NOTES ACTION TAKEN

3 HIGH 2020-2021 Train/clarify the role of the
Cultural Heritage Board on the
review of discretionary projects
that are not identified Cultural
Heritage Sites.

A detailed CEQA flowchart was
developed and presented to CHB
members as part of training planned
by Planning staff in the Spring of
2018.

The flowcharts will
be revised to
reflect the CEQA
discretionary
review process.

Will continue this
goal into 2020-
2021

4 HIGH On-going Satisfy annual CLG goals and
objectives.

CHB annually reviews the CLG goals
described in the CLG report.

Draft CLG Annual
Report will be
submitted on April
17, 2020. The
CHB will review
and comment on
the draft Annual
Report before final
submission.

5 MEDIUM On-going Continue to expand the breadth
of online historical data available
to the public on the Planning
Division website.

This includes adding items such as
GIS maps, scanned DPR forms, new
historic surveys, and historic
photographs.

The 400 slides/negatives taken of the
County Landmarks between 1978 and
1985 to be scanned. The 25-year-old
photographs will be made available to
Planning staff for research purposes.

Completed - The
400+ landmark
slides & negatives
are scanned and
will be made
available on the
CHB website in an
intuitive format.
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CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD PROGRAM PRIORITIES
Upcoming year – April 17, 2020

3

TASK
No.

PRIORITY
LEVEL
(High,
Low,

Medium)

PROPOSED
TIMELINE

(where
applicable)

PROPOSED TASKS NOTES ACTION TAKEN

6 MEDIUM Summer 2020 Create Ventura County Fair
brochure and display.

On-going work on the displays and
brochure.

Display, video, and
Brochure will be
updated and
presented at the
Ventura County
Fair (summer 2020)

7 MEDIUM Completed Spring
2020

Complete and print an updated
“May is Preservation Month”
Banner

New banner created and printed Banner will be on
display in the
County Hall of
Administration
during the month of
May

8 MEDIUM On-going Provide training to Planning staff
on historic preservation
standards and guidelines, the
Cultural Heritage Ordinance,
application procedures,
permitting procedures, Section
106 review, and all areas related
to the day-to-day running of the
Cultural Heritage Program.

In addition to cross-training within the
Planning Division, training for Planning
staff at the City of Oxnard has also
been requested.

As of early 2020,
Dillan Murray is in
the process of
being fully trained
for the Cultural
Heritage Program
Planner position.

Periodical training
of other Planning
Division staff on
these topics is
ongoing.
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CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD PROGRAM PRIORITIES
Upcoming year – April 17, 2020

4

TASK
No.

PRIORITY
LEVEL
(High,
Low,

Medium)

PROPOSED
TIMELINE

(where
applicable)

PROPOSED TASKS NOTES ACTION TAKEN

9 MEDIUM To be scheduled
when the County
initiates an update
to the ISAGs

Assess and document needed
revisions to the County Initial
Study Assessment Guidelines
(ISAG) related to historic
preservation.

Revisions to the County ISAGs require
Board of Supervisors approval. As
such, this would be coordinated during
a comprehensive ISAG update. It
would not be a stand-alone update.

In the interim, areas
ripe for updating or
revision are being
recorded by CHB
staff and County
Counsel as they are
identified.

10 MEDIUM On-going Satisfy goals from the County’s
approved Historic Preservation
Plan.

Examples: Updating the existing
surveys, promoting preservation
through new brochures, tours and
events.

Preparation of the
Oxnard Plain
historical context
study was
completed in 2014
to satisfy
recommendations
contained in the
HPP.

Additionally, the
COA brochure has
been translated to
Spanish and was
made available on
the website in
Spring 2016.
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CULTURAL HERITAGE BOARD PROGRAM PRIORITIES
Upcoming year – April 17, 2020

5

TASK
No.

PRIORITY
LEVEL
(High,
Low,

Medium)

PROPOSED
TIMELINE

(where
applicable)

PROPOSED TASKS NOTES ACTION TAKEN

11 LOW Unknown De-list County Landmarks and
Sites of Merit within
unincorporated areas that no
longer exist or do not meet
established integrity standards.

Dependent on staffing and cost.

De-Listing is not considered a project
under CEQA so no environmental
review required.

Staff estimates there are
approximately 12 County landmarks
eligible for de-listing. County staff to
work with property owners to provide
options for landmark compliance,
where minor changes would be
sufficient and feasible to maintain the
landmark status.

Goal was not
accomplished will
continue to 2020
goals

12 LOW 2020-2021 Create an architectural design
guide handout similar to the
one used by Rehab Riverside
Right for the Oxnard Historic
District.

When a Planning intern is available
with desktop publishing skills, photos
of the applicable district architectural
styles can be taken, and text revised
and adapted to fit the context of the
Oxnard Historic District.

Goal was not
accomplished will
continue to 2020-
2021 goals

Exhibit 1 - CLG Annual Report for 2018-2019


	Item 6a, Exhibit 1 - CLG Annual Report for 2018-2019.pdf
	CLG 2018-2019 Annual Report 041720.pdf
	Attachment A – Resumes and Qualifications.pdf
	Attachment B – Cultural Heritage Board Minutes.pdf
	Attachment C – Public Review Draft of the Ventura County 2040 General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element.pdf
	Attachment D – Public Outreach Publications.pdf
	Attachment E - Cultural Heritage Board Program Priorities for Upcoming Year – April 17, 2020.pdf


