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Murray, Dillan

From: John Foster 
Sent: Sunday, June 28, 2020 2:11 PM
To: Murray, Dillan
Subject: Comments for Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board Meeting, Monday, 29 June 2020, 

Agenda Item 6b,1:15 p.m., PDT

As a professional archaeologist who has been working in Ventura County for the last 45 years I urge the Ventura 
County’s Cultural Heritage Board to support the nomination of the entire Burro Flats Cultural District to the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

I strongly oppose restricting the recommendation to require the nomination "not interfere or otherwise impede 
remediation efforts." 

I was able to visit the proposed district in the 1970s and it is an amazing landscape of archaeological sites and cultural 
features.   What is unique about these sites is that they are relatively untouched by development and agricultural 
pursuits that are the ruin of most cultural features and sites.   

I have visited and investigated literally hundreds of archaeological sites in the County of Ventura and the vast majority 
have been destroyed.  Burro Flats represents one, if not the only, intact and pristine archaeological complex in the 
County.   The artifacts and cultural features are not just scientific curiosities but represent the historical and cultural 
identity of a people who have been robbed of most of their cultural history.  These archaeological sites contain 
thousands of years of history of the Native American people that have up to now been devastated by EuroAmerican 
“progress.”   Each of those artifacts and cultural features represent ‘words’ that when put together in an archaeological 
context provide a history of a people.  In terms of scale of size, territory, and population, the Burro Flats sites could 
represent the equivalent of the History of the Civil War to American history and identity.    

Please support this nomination to the National Register and give the Native Americans a chance to understand their 
history and ours as well. 

John M. Foster, RPA 

President, Greenwood and Associates 
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--  
John M. Foster 
President 
Greenwood and Associates 
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