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Murray, Dillan

From: devaandrews 
Sent: Saturday, June 27, 2020 4:52 PM
To: Murray, Dillan
Subject: SSFL

 
 
Email to: dillan.murray@ventura.org  
 
Subject: Comments on the National Register of Historic Places: Burro Flats Cultural District  
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
My name is Deva Andrew,  
My parents moved to Canoga Park now known as West Hills in the spring of 1960. I was five years old. Our 
house was on Haynes Street about 3-4 miles from the SSFL. I spent my time with my siblings hiking the hills at 
Castle Peak and into Simi Valley. We would visit Chatsworth Park and the lake. By the time I was 7 (1962) I 
was having trouble with the lymph nodes in my neck. I saw numerous specialists at Kaiser Hospital in 
Panorama City but they were unable to find a reason as to why my lymph nodes were swelling out of control. 
When I was 11 (1965) I was back at Kaiser Hospital with granuloma of the gums. My upper gums were 
removed and the remaining tissue was cauterized every other day for the next 8 months because the tumor 
kept returning. I had a brain tumor and brain surgery in 2007 at the Kaiser Skull Hospital in San Diego. I have 
numerous other rare diseases. My health has always been filled with unknown medical problems. My older 
sister passed away from breast cancer, and my younger brother from a rare bladder cancer. Our next-door 
neighbor died from brain cancer, he was only 27. So many of my classmates have passed away from rare 
cancers or the have had cancer. My father-in-law who lived in Simi Valley died from brain cancer and his wife 
had breast cancer. My granddaughter who lives in West Hills has had a rare cancer twice. The first time she 
was only four years old and again at age six. All that I have been through can never compare to the suffering I 
saw my granddaughter go through, or the emotional pain my daughter and son-in-law experienced. Such great 
helplessness they felt. I spent so much time at Children's Hospital Los Angeles I was able to meet many 
children who were battling cancer. What surprised me was how many of these children lived close to my 
granddaughter or within a few blocks.  
 
It’s horrifying that NASA is proposing 2,850 acres of environmental wasteland to become a historic place and 
thus open to the public. The SSFL must be cleaned to the 2010-AOC standards first, so that the people living 
in nearby communities and visitors to the site are safe.  Until it is completely cleaned up, it should remain 
closed.  
 
I would not wish any family the years of health issues my family and I have endured.  
Sincerely, 
 

Deva Andrews 
 

Thousand Oaks, CA 91362 
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