
What to Know: 

Your home may be subject to the 
Coastal Wide Environmentally 
Sensitive Habitat Areas (ESHA) 
outdoor lighting standards that went 
into effect on September 9, 2022.

This brochure outlines the lighting 
requirements and standards for 
homes that are located adjacent to 
these sensitive resources. For 
purposes of this brochure, ESHA may 
be identified as native vegetated 
areas or natural features within the 
coastal zone. 

To learn more about ESHA and their 
bu�fer zones and if the lighting 
gu1del1nes _ apply to your residence, 
scan the QR code below or visit the 
County's website at: 

https://vcrma.org/divisions/planning/
ventura-county-outdoor-lighting-
restrictions

Scan 

Here for 

More 

Info 

All Outdoor Lighting 

When outdoor lighting is replaced by a 

homeowner, the new lighting is subject to the 

lighting code. The following summarizes the 

general ESHA lighting requirements*: 

• Fixtures must be fullv.-shielded, downward.

• All essential lighting must have motion

sensors + timers set to five minutes.

• In driveways/private roads, the use of

reflectors, light color pavement, new

emerging luminescence options should

replace any lighting.

Existing lighting must be replaced: 

• When light spillover occurs past the

building site.

• If the entry gate lighting does not have a

motion sensor and 5 minute timer.

Prohibited Outdoor Lighting 

• Residential recreational facilities

• Permanent lights that flash, strobe, blink,

rotate, fade, etc.

• Perimeter lot lighting.

• Gate lights w/out motion sensor+ timer*.

• Aesthetic up-lighting.

• Ultraviolet lighting.

• Permanent landscape lights*.

Exempt Outdoor Lighting 
• Seasonal or festive lighting.
• String lighting under 2700 Kelvin*.
• Fullv.-shielded , 60 lumens or less*.
• Lighting in a swimming pool.

* The inside pages of this brochure define the
underlined words above and provide only
general details of the lighting requirements.
For more details, visit the County's webpage at:
https://vcrma.org/divisions/planning/outdoor­
lighting-requirements
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